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most emphatic protest. We bare the largest
auriferous area in Australia, and the great-
est possibilities, and we produce most of the
gold that is won in Australia. If the Gov-
ermnent, because of the temporary depres-
sion in the mining industry, decide to place
the School of Mines under the Director of
Education, thus materially altering its status,
they will be showing the white feather in
regard to gold mining. If the status of the
school is to be maintained, whoever may be
in charge of it should be directly responsible
for the Mines Department, as has been the
case hitherto. Adelaide once had what was
admitted to be a good school of mines, but
the institution developed into a technical
school; and the status of anything of that
kind is negligible. Ballarat and Kalgoorlie
are the chief schools, and Kalgoorlie offers
special opportunities for the gaining of
practical experience bothi at the school and
at the mines. We should make every effort
to attain and maintain the highest standard
there, as we have done hitherto.

Hon. J. Cornell: Not an ounce of gold has
been got at Ballarat during the last live
years.

Hon. F. H. HARRIS: That does not mat-
ter from this particular aspect. It is a ques-
tion of the status of the school. I know a
former Kalgoorlie mine manager, now resi-
dent in England, who has sent his two sons
to study at the Kalgoorlie School of Mnres.
They are a credit to the school and to West-
ern Australia. I do hope that the paragraph
wvhich I have read and the interpretation
which I have placed upon it will both prove
to be incorrect, and that the Government
will allow things to remain as they are. I
support the motion for the adoption of; the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.42 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MAIN ROADS BOARD
SUPERVISORS.

Mr. BROWN asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that applications were called for
supervisors for Main Roads Board by ad-
vertisement in the "Sydiney Morning Her-
ald" of 20th June, 1928? 2, Was the oppor-
tuinity given to men in Western Australia
to apply? 3, Has any appointment been
made in response to such advertisement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. This is
a matter for the discretion of the Main
Roads Board. 2, Yes. The MainL Roqds
Board has made it generally known locally
that there are vacancies for good mue. 3,
No.

QUESTION-STATE HOTELS, TARIFF.

'Mr. THOMSON (for Mr. C. P. Waus-
brough) asked the Minister for Agriculture:
1, Is it a fact that the tariff at State hotels
has been increased by 20 per cent since the
30th June? 2, What eircumstances have
arisen in connection with this branch of
State enterprise that war'rants this action?
3, Is he aware that privately owned hotels
have not increased their tariff and that the
depairtment's action has added an unjusat
impost upon citizens and travelling public
alike? 4, Will he inquire into the matter
with a view to reverting to the original
charges?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The tariff of 10s. per
day previously charged was not commen-
surate with the services rendered. 3, No;
many of the better class country hotels have
long since raised their tariffs. 4, There is
no necessity for further inquiry.
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QUESTION-STATE SAW MILLS,
DISMISSAL.

Miss HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Have any workers been
dismissed from the State Saw Mills as a
result of the depression in the timber trade
in this State? 2, What action is he taking
to ensure a continuity of employment for
the men now employed at the State Saw
MAiLls?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No. 2, The outlook as regards
futLure business is such that it is not antici-
pated that any of the State mills will be
closed.

QUESTIONS (4)-RAILWAYS.

Midland and Departmental trucks.

Mr. A. WANSBROIJGH asked the Minis-
ter for Railways: 1, What was the number
of departmental trucks hired, or in use by
the Midland Railway Company, during the
years 1026-27, 1921-287 2, What was the
number of Midland Railway Company's
trucks hired, or in use by the department,
for the same period? 3, Were detention
charges raised; if so, what were the amounts?0
4, If detention charges are not raised, what
are the conditions operating?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Including the empty trucks returned
from the Northern distrit-(a) 1026-27,
16,292 trucks; (b) 1927-28, 16,958 trucks.
2, (a) 1026-27, 7,652 trucks; (b) 1927-28,
7,953 trucks, 3, Demnurrage paid by the
compauy-(a) 1026-27, £7,811; (b) 1927-
28, £C16,013. Demurrage paid by the Gov-
ernment-(a) 1926-27, £9,464. (b) 1927-28,
£1I8,141. 4, Answered by No. 3. The extra
payments by the Government railways per
truck is caused through the company's
trucks being used on Government !ines for
longer periods than the Government's trucks
are used on the company's line.

Kellerberrin Station Lighting.

Mr. BROWN (for Mr. Griffiths) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, When is the
lighting system at the Rellerberrin railway
station to be altered? 2, Is he aware tha t
already three serious accidents have occurred
at night through passengers stepping into
the engine pit through the absence of lights?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, When the town supply can guar-
antee an all-night service. 2, No.

Kellerberrin Overhead Bridge.

3Mr. BROWN (for Mr, Griffiths) asked
the Minister for Railways: Has be given
any further consideration to the urgent need
for an overhead railway bridge at the Keller-
berrin railway station?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The hon- member has already been
informed that there are more urgent works
than the erection of an overhead bridge at
Kellerberrin railway station.

Ounderdin Station Lighting.

Mr. BROWN (for Mr. Griffiths) asked the
Mfinister for Railways: Before the Estimates
are presented will he see whether a smal
sum can be put aside to provide something
better in the way of lighting at the Cunder-
din railway station"

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Sufficient data is nof available to re-
ply to this question, nor does its relative
importance demand immnediate attention.
The decision will be given to the hon. nmem-
her when it is available.

QUESTION-HIGH SCHOOL,
MERREDIN'S CLAIM.

Mr. BROWN (for Mr. Griffiths) asked
the Minister for Agriculture: Before any
decision is made regarding the allocation of
money for the building of any new High
School, will he go into the matter of Merre-
din's claim for priority?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The claims of all centres will receive
full consideration before the building of a
newv High School is authorised.

COMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by tihe Premier Sessional Com-
mittees were appointed as follows:-

Library Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Angelo, and Mr. Corboy.

Standing Orders Committee-Mr. Speaker,
the Chairman of Committees, Hon. W. J.
George, Afr. E. B. lohnston, and Mr. Mar-
shall.
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House Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Chesson, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Teesdale, and
Mr. Thomson.

Printing Committee-Mr. Speaker, Mr. .
MacCallumn Smith, and Air. Panton.:

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.

Debate resumed from the 9th August.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [4.40): As
usual, I have no roads and bridges matters
to bring before the House, but I should like
to make a few remarks, not Fo much on the
Governor's Speech as on subjects that might
reasonably be said to arise out of it, and on
general matte's of interest, at all events for
the mment. I doa not share some of the
complaints levelled against the Governor's
Speech. The chief complaint, probably, is
that it is rather misleading. The very
modest programme of !egislation set forth
at the end of the 'Speech is no more modest
than similar programmes in preceding
Governor's Speeches since I have been in
the House. I have always found in the
past that the modesty has been very
promptly abandoned when the House really
took the bit between its teeth and started
in on the work of the session. I have taken
the trouble to make a count of the measunn~
that have passed through Parliament in each
of the four sessions during which I have
enjoyed the privilege of sitting in this
House. I find that in 1924 we passed 40
Acts, in 1925 we passed 54, and in 1926 wc
passed 63. Then, instead of coming back,
after the new elections fuall of legisiptive
rigour, we visibly slipped and put tlhiougli
only 34 Acts. Of that mass of measures.
quite a number are necessary and mereck
formal. But during the past four year,
we have certainly put throughl an enormous
volume of legislation. If I felt sure that
the forecast contained in the Governor's
Speech, namely, that we were going to deal
with only seven matters this session, if I
could feel that that was to be accomplished
I, for the first time since being here, would
feel inclined to offer the Government my
hearty congratulations. I submit, and I think
the Premier and many other members will
agree that if we did confine ourselves to legis-
lation dealing only with those seven matters,
and the other necessary legislation that has to
be passed every session, I believe we would
produce seven very good measures indeed-

assuinug that they dealt witl' subjects that
ought to be legislated upon, and that the.
principle in each measure made for Itle
benefit of the community as a wvl'-'e. At
any rate, we would give niatur: and
thorough consideration to the piwe~iles, of
the Bills considered, and would be aidle to
thrash out the details very comprehensively
in Committee. I believe that if session by
session we confined ourselves to a small
number of Bills and dealt with. their
thorougm~y and exhaustively. the result
would be to the benefit of the people of
Western Australia and of the State in
genera!. We have far too many laws. Eveny
person is supposed to know time law. The
plea of ignorance of the law is not accepted
in a court of law.

Hon. W. J. George: How many Acts of
Parliament have we now?

Mr. DAVY: T do not know, but I should
say about 75 per cent, too miany. If I may
he pardoned for bein- personal to mnyself,
I may say I had an illuminating experience
a little while ago, when engaged in a case
in court. The Act upon which the case was
brouhmt was an ancient statute of William
and Mary. dealing with the rights of a land-
lord to claim treble the amount of damages
where a pound breach had been committed.
In the course of the argument in the court
I had to admit that, on my contention of
the proper construction of that statute, it
was a very harsh statute, and might work
harshly in a certain set of circumstances.
T said I thought that Parliament, if it were
fully apprised of the fact that the Act was
in existence, would probably very quickly
amend it. Very justly a well-known journal
mode a comment about me, saying "Here is
Dary, who talks like this. He is a lawyer
and has also been, in Parliament for four
years, but he hag made no attempt to alter
this harsh law." The answer is, and I con-
fess it wvithout sAmei, thatt T had not the
foggiest notion that this piece of legislation
was in existence until I happened to under-
take this particular action on behalf of a
client. If a man who has devoted a certain
amount of time to the study of the law, and
emndeavours to specialise in it, does not know
the Acts in existence, or their sections, with-
out looking them up or having them looked
up for him in each case, what chancee has
the ordinary citizen of knowing them? We
do not draw the line at that. Ta addition
to a mass of statutes that we put upon the
books every year, we are pouring out regula-
tions week by week and month by month.
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I have protested ever since I have been in
the House that we are not doing our duty
in this Parliament when we permit important
matters to be dealt with by regulation that
ought to be the function of this House.
Some members on the opposite side of the
House have agreed with this view. The
Minister for Works has expressed his entiro
agreement with that viewvjoiat, and yet the
thing goes on. We had a special session
recently to deal with one agreement. 'The
most drastic clauses I have ever seen en-
abling regulations to be made were includcd
in that Bii!. I believe those clauses to lit
almost unprecedented. So it goes on! The
measures that are brought down are really
only skeletons, the flesh and blood being
added by departmental officers by way of
regulations. I say now, as I did before,
that it is wrong, and leads to an ex' ersion
of the powers which Parliament has
given to the executive, and makes the task
of the ordinary citizen increasingly hard,
when he is endeavouring to falfil his duties
as a citizen, to know the law and obey it. I
wish to make one or two remarks on the
question of State finances. I do not pre-
tend to be anything like an expert in that
matter. I do not know who is an expert in
State finances. The more I see of them, the
more convinced I am that they are con-
structed and presented in a manner quite un-
like that which any business man uses in
handling his business affairs. The Premier
has this year presented a statement to the
public in which he shows that be has sus-
tained a deficit of £C26,466. and this, he has
told us, he regards, in all the circumstances,
as a very satisfactory result. It may be sat-
isfactory to him, but if so it must be that
different methods have been adopted in
achieving the result from those adopted in
securing the small surplus of the previous
year. I submitted last year that the small
surplus of £2F,O0i) was obtained by certain
entries in the statement of receipts and
expenditure which ought not to have ap-
peared in those two columns. I referred
in panrticular, and my honourable leader also
did, to two particularly large sums. The
first was the failure to pay' interest and
sinkinag fund which amounted to £154,000
-I think at the time the matter was de-
bated it was called in round figures £150,000
-and there was also the fact that the
revenue had benefited by charging to the
cheap money the loan at the full rate per
cent., and paying out only the cheap rate of
I per cent., resulting in a benefit to revenue

of £103,000. When these two figures were
placed before the Premier a year ago he
answered the claim that the interest and sink-
ing fund had not been paid, amounting to
£C150,000, by saying that although it had been
credited to revenue, it had nevertheless gone
out on the other side, being debited to a sus-
pense fund to meet losses on group settle-
ment. If that were so, no great exception
could be taken to the procedure. The money
would still be available in case the Finan-
cial Agreement did not become law, and in
the end the interest and sinking fund for
that year had to be paid. We find from the
Auditor-General's report that this was not
done, that the setting aside of the £150,000
was not as against interest and sinking fund,
but as against the £103,000 which was the
benefit derived by the process of charging
to loan 5 or 6 per cent., and debiting re-
venue only with the 1 per cent, on the cheap
money. I do not know that it matters very
much, but the fact of the matter is that on
the receipt side last year the revenue diii
benefit by £154,000, and by £103,000, making
a total of £257,000. In this matter I am
ignoring all other sums. As against that,
there was a sumn put into suspense to meet
losses on group settlement. I submitted at
year ago, and I submit again, that as far as
the Premier's statement of revenue and ex-
penditure was a means of enlightening the
public, and enabling them to dissect the
figure;, it did not show whether our finances
were really improving or not, and the state-
ment was therefore of no value whatever
from that point of view. I am not in the
position at the moment to say that similar
things were done in this year's account, but
if they have been done 1 say that this state-
ment of revenue and expenditure is of no
value whatever as a means of enlightening
the general public as to our true financial
position. 'The Premier the other night de-
scrihed the Auditor-General's report as be-
ing, after all, "the mere pointing out of
technicalities." If Mte Audiitor-General's
functions are merely to point out techni-
calities, I suggest he is not performing his
duty. He is paid, I think, a salary of over
£1,000 a year, and has a fairly large staff.
He is appointed under a special Act of Par-
liament by Parliament to represent Parlia-
ment and the people in checking the ex-
penditure of money by the Government. He
is not a Government servant. He is there as
the watchdog of the public on behalf of the
pnblic to cheek the expenditure from the
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public purse by the Government. If his
annual report is to be brushed aside as "a
mere pointing out of technicalities," the
sooner we get rid of him the better.

The Premier: It would interest the hon.
member to look back through Auditor-
General's reports over the last 20 years or
so. He would find a continual repetition of
the same things. It has been so ever since
I have seen such reports,

Bon. G. Taylor: But not such glaring
cases.

Mr. DAVY: No doubt in many eases the
Auditor-General will point out what is a
purely technical breach of the law, but his
duty is to point out something more than
that. 1 see in the report he has presented
to us for the year ended 30th June, 1927,
that he has pointed out things that are not
mere technical breaches of the law. No
one who looks at page 0 of the report, and
really thinks what it means, can possibly
say that he is merely pointing out a tech-
nical defect when he is dealing with luigra-
tion money at 1 per cent. He indicates that
we arc getting millions of money and spend-
ing it, and that we are putting this into
what I think the member for Menzies 4de-
scribed as a jam tin. Out of that jam tin
we are taking 5 or 6 per cent., depending
on the rate which varies from 4% per cent.
to 61/ per cent., and putting it into revenue,
and swelling revenue by it. On the other
side we are taking out of revenue 1 per cent.
only. The Auditor-General says there is no
authority for such a thing. He is a very
pdte mat.. I submit thit the mere point-
ing out of that shows sufficiently that he is
not dealing with a mere technicality. It may
not be his function to condemn the piac-
lice, because he never condemns anything.
Ile merely brings these things under our
notice T suggest that if the Auditor-General
had been the auditor of a public company
and had set forth these facts of criticism,
he would have given, as auditors of public
companies do, a pretty fair rap over the
knuckles to the directors of the company
for doing these things. He points out that
by this process of charging to loan the full
rate of interest and debiting the revenue
merely by 1 per cent., the estimated gain-
it is impossible to get very near it-during-
1923-24, the first year of office of the Pre-
mier, was £19,000, the next year it went
up to £20,000, the following year to nearly
£60,000, and last year it was £103,405. it
is impossible to find out what has been done

this year. If the increase has gone up pro-
portionately, I venture to say that for the
year ended 30th June, 1928, the gain to rev-
enue from this process has probably been
hnearly L150,000. I do not know, but I sug-
gest this is probably so. I can hardly think
the Premier himself will say now that the
increase of revenue by this process allows
one to judge fairly as to what our revenue
is by comparison with previous years. I
do not believe he will say now that it helps
to enable the public to know exactly what
the position is. My submission is that if
this year's revenue has benefited by this pro-
cess to the extent of £C150,000, our statement
of revenue and expenditure ought to have
set out not that we have a deficit of £26,000.
hilt that we have a true deficit of that
amount plus £150,000. Surely the people
of Western Australia ought to know the
Position so that they can face it. I do not
propose to resuscitate the argument that we
have been having with the Premier over this
one-third reduction of taxation, and what
it has boon worth to him., He says he has
lost on the transaction. The Premier was
pleased to describe himself and his col-
leagues the othor night as plain blunt men.
I am not going to agree for one minute that
the Premier is a plain man. I do not think
he is at all plain. Further, I will not agree
that he is a blunt man, if by "blunt" the
hon. gentleman meant the opposite to acitte.
But if the Premier really believes that in
giving away a third of something it is diffi-
cult to estimate what one has lost, then I
agree that the Premier can, if necessary,
at least simulate bluntness in that sense of
the word4 There, can be no question about
the thing. The Premier has said that in-
come tax collections totalled £323,000, and
that that amount of £323,000 is ;vhat he
got through reducing income tax by one-
third. Let use pause there for a minute.
"One-third" does not mean one-third of the
rate, because those of us who are fortunate
enough to have to pay incomec tax know ex-
actly how the assessment comes. It sets
forth the assessed income, and then sets
forth the tax, and finally says, "less one-
third of the tax." Repeating that process
in every assessment made in Western Aus-
tralia means that the Premier gets exactly
two-thirds of whatever he would have got it
the one-third had not been knocked off. This
year, he says, he got £323,000. That sum
is exactly one-third less than he would have
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got if he had not given away the other
third, in which ease I make the amount he
would have received £C484,000. That is to
say, by giving away a third the Premier
lost the sum of £161,000. Subtracting that
amount from £200,000, one gets, near
enough, £C38,000 that he has made on the
transaetionj I

The Premier: Does not significance attach;
to the fact that I got considerably less fronm
income tax than T got in past years?

M3r. DAVY: It is a distressing fact, be-
cause I myself have heard the Treasurer
say that the amount of income tax collected
is, other things being equal, a pretty fair
index of the prosperity of the coun-
try. I agree that the Premier, other things
being equal, is receiving a great deal
less from income tax than he received in the
past. During the preceding year, at the
same rate of tax with one-third off, he re-
ceived £345,000 from income tax. Last year
he got only £323,000, showing the reduction
of £22,000.

The Premier: I do not think the hon. mem-
ber really believes that taxpayers are getting
fewer or that the amount of taxation is get-
ting less.

Mr. DAVY: I do not know what to be-
lieve, hut the fact remains that during the
last three years income tax collections have
been going down. Unless there is some other
factor to explain the decrease, a factor I do
not know anything about, it might he due,
as the Premier suggested recently, to more
businesses being formed into companies.
That factor, however, would not be sufficient
to explain the decrease.

The Premier: That process has been going
on for many years.

Mr. DAVY: I do not want to be dogmatic
about this, although I feel inclined to dogma-
tise, hut it is clear to me, and I think to any-
body who cares to look at the figures, that
the Premier has gained by the sacrifice of
one-third of the income tax for £200,000, and
that last year his gain amounted to £38,000
odd. I suggest the trouble is that income
tax collections have been dropping, drop-
ping seriously, during the last three or four
years.

The Premier: Why should that have been
so during four -years of increasing harvests
and therefore of increasing incomes to the
farmers?

Mr. DAVY: I do not know, but it is so.
Without any deduction of the one-third at
all to cloud the issue, returns from income
tax have dropped £C22,000 between the pre-

ceding year and the year which has just
closed. That is not denied; one cannot get
away from it. Until four or five years ago
income tax collections were increasing
steadily every year. There can be no com-
plication shout the reduction of one-third
during that period.

The Premier : It is worth remembering
that in some years the arrears brought in
are much heavier than in other years.

Mr. DAVY: That may be, but the other
day the Premier tried to explain how it was
that he did not seem to get on as well as he
might have, and the explanation was that
there ought to have been an increase in
income tax collections and that there always
had teen an increaoe previously.

The Premier: That is so.
Mr. DAVY: Suddenly, three years ago,

instead of an increase wve had a decrease, and
that decrease has gone on year by year. I
am not saying for a moment that there may
not be an explanation of it. Because of this
I do not wish to suggest that our present
prosperity, in which we all believe, does not
exist; but I do say that the decrease is an
alarming feature which wants some thought
and investigation. It is alarming that the
upward trend of income tax collections has
been turned into a downward trend.

The Minister for Lands: That is due to
people forming themselves into companies
and so escaping income tax.

Mr. DAVY: Possibly that is the position,
hut that process has been going on year in,
year out.

The Minister for Lands: It is increasing.
Mr. DAVY: If it can be shown that during

the last three or four years there has been an
enormous increase in dividend duty as op-
posed to income tax, that might be the ex-
planation - but I do not think there has been
any marked increase in the tendency to turn
private shows into companies. It has gone
on steadily for the last 20 years, perhaps
slowly increasing. At any rate, I would be
interested to hear what is the true explana-
tion, if there is any Now I wish to make
one or two remarks upon the Main Roads
Board, in particular connection with the
Canning-road. I believe the Premier himself
recently admitted that the -whole business in
connection with the making of that road dis-
closes something almost catastrophic. The
length of road-I am not sure 'whether it is
eight miles or ten inile-

The Premier : Something between eight
and nine miles.

137
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Ur. DAV Y: Let us put the length at nine
mniles. We do not know exactly how much
has been spent, but the total is about
£-133,000. On lest year's Loan Estimates we
were asked to vote a sum of £133,000 to
meet the expenditure on this road. Whethex
all that amount has been spent or not I do
not know, hut it is admitted by the Gov-
ernment, and in fact by everybody, that the
road has cost a scandalously large amount
of money, utterly unwarranted and exhibit-
ing- some highly serious lack of manag-ement
or incompetence on somebody's part. We
know that the road is not yet finished, and
that it is not a moad of remarkable cwnstruc-
tion. It looked very nice before the winter
came and the motor eits started to splash
into the bushes, but at the same time it is
not a road of concrete foundations or of a
wood-block surface. It is an ordinary sto-
formation road of not very remarkahle
quality. I do not know for what length,
but I do know that for an appreciable ex-
tent-I will not say more than that-the
foundations of that road are limestone.

Mr. Sleeman: I think your information is
had.

Mr. DAVY: I will guarantee it, though I
did not see the limestone put in. It came
under my notice professionally that that was
the position, because I acted for a man
who had a contract for the supply of limec-
stone. As a matter of fact, it was for
"ceapstone as per sample." The sample was
not capstone as represented, but limestone;
and limestone was what the man delivered,
and limestone was put into the foundatons.
For what length I cannot say, but I can
guarantee that the man 'lelivered limestione
there and that it was put into the founda-
tions of that road.

The Premier: For a short distance at
the Fremantle end, I believe.

lAr. Sleeman: For a few feet, more likely.
Mr. DAVY: I think it will be found to be

a great deal more than a few feet. Section
4 of the Main Roads Act passed by this
Parliament provides that the board shall
consist of three members, who shall he from
time to time appointed by the Governor,
and that two members of the board shall be
engineers qualified by training and experi-
ence in modemn road-making. The third is
to be a skilled administrator. Section 12
provides that every assistant engineer, in-
spector, and other officer shall exercise and
discharge all his respective powers and duties
under this Act and in all things be subject to
the direction and control of the board. We

are told that justice has been done or van-
geance satisfied for this appalling catas-
trophe because one subordinate engineer has
ceased to be in the service, which of course
is the euphemistic way of saying that he has

go1t the sack.
The Premier: He was a pretty highly

placed mran.
Mr. DlAVY: He was one of the persons

with regard to whom it is provided by the
Act that in the exeroise and discharge of his
powvers and duties he shall in all things be
subject to the direction and control of the
board.

Ron. W. J. George: If this man made a
muddle, what were the board doing?

Mr. DAVY: I amn just trying to make that
point. 1 am not howling for the members
of the Main Roads Board to be hung fri)m
lamp posts; but, at the same time, when two
skilled engineers and one highly skilled rid-
mainistrator are appointed to the board, one
might expect them, on the first big job they
have, to make some sort of attempt to stand
up to their responsibilities, and to be brave
enough to accept the blame and not have it
put on one of their subordinate officials,
who was under their control and direction.

The Premier: Even Homer nodded some-
times.

'Mr. DAVY:- Of course; but Homer, so
far as I am aware, was not paid a large
salary to refrain from nodding. Neither
was he ever described as highly skilled until
he had proved himself, and that was hun-
dreds of years later.

The Premier: Seven cities claimed to be
his birthplace. I am afraid no 6t 7 will
claim to be the birthpla.:: of the board.

'Mr. DAVY: I am afraid not. My point
is that the whole object of this scheme was
to give the public confidence that the lar-ge
sums of money to be spent would be spent
under careful supervision, and not be wasted.
I sugges;t to the Premier that this House is
entitled to a great deal more information
than merely the fact that retribution for
this ghastly failure has been achieved
through one subordinate official having now
left the service.

Hon, G. Taylor: Always there is someone
whlo has to be the scapegoat!

'Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the request
by the Road Board Conference, which sat
the other day, for a Royal Comisksion to
inquire into some of the activities of the
board, was not quite as silly as the Premier
suggested.
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The M1inister for Mines: Conference cain-
celled that decision the next day!

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the request
was not so silly in view of the fact chat one
subordinate officer only has ceased to be em-
ployed in the Public Service. It would be
advisable for inquiries to be made as to
why tI'S particular piece of road has cost
suf.h] a fabulous sum of money. I desire to
refer particularly to one other subject be-
fore I conclude my remarks. It was touched
upon by the Leader of the Country Party,
and I wish to refer to another phase of
the same problem. The Leader of the Coun-
try Party dealt with some force, I think,
with the results that are achieved by the re-
striction of the number of apprentices in
Western Australia. He pointed out that the
opportunity for boys joining professions or
railings other than unskilled occupations,
was being seriously restricted by the limita-
tion of apprentices to the number of jour-
neymen in trades or callmngs. Of course,
we can understand why journeymen do not
desire a large number of apprentices in
their particular trades. Tht more appren-
tices admitted, the greater will be the com-
petition to be encountered in the future. If
it is desired to keep a tight corporation-

Mr. Renneally: Like the lawyers have.
Mr. DAVY: I thought the hon. member

would say that! But he may not know ftat
the lawyers are generous enough to pay
out of their own pockets a sum of £C500 a
year towards the education of people who
cannot afford to get their legal training in
any other way. The member for East Perth
(',%r. Renneally) has not kept himiself au
fait with those developments.

Mr. Kenneatlly: Where do the lawyers3
payv that!

Mr. DAVY: The bon. member has not
been marching with the times. That amount
is paid here to the University of Western
Australia under an Act of Parliament. The
lawyers voluntarily undertook to? tax them-
.,elves in order to provide that money.
Gibes such as that the hon. member made
against lawyers should be left alone, for,
as in this instance, they signally fatil.

Mr. IKenneally: The lawyers have one of
the strongest unions in the Commonwealth.

'Mr. DAVY: That gibe has come from. the
cross benches ever since I have been in this
House. -1 say again emphatically that there
is nothing even slightly resembling a union
about the lawyers. The suggestion of
keeping up fees or not agreeing to
work for less than a certain amount,

is not true. Unlike any other section
of the community, the lawyers have their
fees fixed by law, wvhich says that they shall
not charge more than a certain amount.

The 21inister for Lands: The law is gen-
erous to lawyers.

Mr. IKenneally: The law sets out the maxi-
mum a worker can get.

Mr. DAVY: The law does not say any-
thing of the kind. The law prescribes the
minimum that can be paid to a worker.
I admit that the minimum certainly has a
tendency to become the maimum, but ft
cannot be suggested that there are not many
workers in Western Aus'ralia who are get-
ting more than the minimum prescribed
wage. I am prepared ton produce a great
number of names of men who are paid more
than the prescribed minimum, ani I van
produce them at short notice.

Mr. Rena eally:, Can che hon. member
deny that charges as between solicitor and
client have to be paid, though they are in
excess of what should ordinarily be charged?4

Mr. DAVY:- I wish the hon. member
would get his information where it v411
be accurate. Should the lion, member have
the misfortune to require the serviues
of a lawyer, and be dissatisfied with the bill
of costs that lawyer may present to him, the
hon. member can go to the Supreme Court
and have the Bill taxed by an official of that
court.

Mr. Renneally: But he will have to pay
what the lawyer charges just the same.

Mr. DAVY: The hon. member is getting
deeper and deeper into the mire! He will
not have to pay what the lawyer says; all
lie will have to 'pay will be the amount that
the Master of the Supreme Court says that
he shall pay, in accordance with the law.

Mr. Kenneally: Exactly!
Mr. DAVY: If the amount fixed by the

Master is less than that shown in the bill he
receives from the lawyer, the member for
East Perth will have to pay only the amount
fixed by the Master. I thought that -was
common knowledge.

Hon. G. Taylor: After all, this is merely
another instance of the dffferenee between
East and West!

Mr. DAVY: I wish to make one other point
before concluding my remarks. I am not
dealing with the question of apprentices;
I want to carry the argument further than
that. In speaking along these lines, I am
not doing so by way of criticism; it has noth-
ing to do with the Government. I want hion.
mu~mbers to help me in thinking just where
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we are getting to. Two or three years agu
we passed the Arbitration Act Amendmoent
Act. Under the provisions of that amending
legislation, we included a proposal that .I
believe was unanimously favoured by this
House. The object of that provision was to
secure the declaration of the basic wage
each year. In the circumstances, that seemed
a sensible course to adopt. After some dis-
cussion, we agreed to that provision without
any opposition in this House, and I do not
think any serious objection "'as taken to it
in the Legislative Council. Since then the
amended Act has been in operation. When
the community as a whole has become com-
pletely industrialised, when every type of
employee is embraced in a union, and when
every employee is covered by an award or
an agreement, then we will arrive at a pe-
culiar situation. When that time comes, a
man, should he reach the age of 21 year ,
and still be unskilled, will die unskilled. That
is what faces this community. If you wl
pardon me, Mr. Speaker, for taking you as
an example, I would point out that if you
had been a bit younger in the present days,
you could never have become a lawyer, be-
cause obviously a man who enters a lawyer's
office or any skilled trade at the age of 21
years, cannot expect to be paid £4 s. a week.
Without reflecting upon you, Sir, I do not
think that even you would suggest you were
of much use in the office of the practitioners
to whom -you were articled during the first
year or two. Certainly you could not have
been worth to them £4 s. a week, if you were
worth anything. With the result that we
see from this system, it is apparent that if
we do not agree to some alteration of the
law to meet the objections that can be raised
it will simply miean that if a man reaches
the age of 21L years and is still unskilled, he
will have to end his days as a failure or bo
an entirely unskilled worker.

The Minister for Lands: That is largely
the position now.

Mr. DAVY: Yes.
The Minister for Lands: And it has al-

ways been so.
Ron. G. Taylor: Not quite so, but it will

be,
uhr. DAVY: Of course it has not been

so, and was not so until the arbitration sys-
tem was built up under which we fixed the
wages that people should receive according to
their ages.

The Minister for Lands: That is not my
experience.

Mr. DAVY: Probably economic pressue
may wake it difficult for a man to enter a
trade after he reaches a certain age. Per-
haps he may get married and have the battle
of life before him. If this tendency is car-
ried to its logical conclusion, we must look
forward to any boy who reaches the age of
21 years, being absolutely settled for enter-
ing any silled trade or profession. My view
has always been that the best 'ideals of de-
mocracy were to provide every person with
an opportunity to take that position in the
social and economic life of the community to
which his ability and character fitted him.
That is the whole trend of democracy. My
point is that this artificial ruling that men
shall be paid a certain wage on reaehing the
age of 21 years is really one that hampers
the march of progress, We should he very
careful regarding the tendency in that
direction.

MR. BROWN (Pingrelly) [5.25): It is
not my intention to delay the House at any
great length, I am afraid my speech will
be merely a repetition of my previous
Address-in-reply speechies during the past
fevo years. On those occasions I ex-
pressed the desire that certain. works should
be undertaken in my electorate and I am
sorry to admit that even now those works
have not been attended to.

The Premier: I see they are going to
bring a deputation d]owii.

Mr. BROWNY: Yes, I will see the
Premier about that in due course. Regard-
ing the financial position, I listened with
pleasure to the Premier deliver his Budget
sIch~l last year when hie predicted a sur-
plus of £14,000. Unfortuniately3 that did
not materialise and on the contrary, wve had
a deficit of £26,000.

Mr. Teesdale : But now we have found
oil!

Mr. BROWN: It is not much use harp-
ing on the deficit of £C26,000, which, after all,
is not very much; but in view of the pros-
perity enjoyed by the State, we naturally
assumed that the Premier's estimate would
he realised. I thought at the time, and I
am still of the opinion, that when the
Premier decided to reduce the income tax
by 331A per cent., it was an astonishing
thing for a Labour Government to reduce
taxation of that description. It simply
meant playing- into the hands of the larger
firns. I know that to-day very few farmers
are paying income tax.
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The M1inister for Rai!ways: Have a look
at the returns!

Mr. BROWN : By reducing the income
tax by 331. per cent., not many farmers
benefited because not many pay income tax
at all.

The Premier: Perhaps that is the reason
Why.

Mr. BROWN: The relief given by tlir
Government mneant assistance to those in re-
ceipt of big dividends and to shareholders
who do not live in Western Australia at all.
However, it is pleasing to knowv that the
deficit was as small as £26,000. The pro-
spects for the coming year are very good,
and I hope that we shall have a surplus next
year. If that is so, I trust the Premier will
be able to give some recognition to the re-
quests that country members have to make
to him.

-Mr. Teesdale: ive them a few railways.
Mr. BROWN: We talk about our great

resources, but the greatest of them all is to
be found in the agricultural industry. I
have no definite figures;. but f am sure that
the value in money of the exportable goods
produced by the agricultural industry
reaches very high figures. For instance, the
exportable value of the whcat we produce
is about £E7,000,000, whereas that of wool is
£4,000,000.

Mr. Teesdale: And now we will have oil.
Mr. BROWN: Prices have been good and

they are likely to continue, which will mean
that the demand for our wool will be greater
still during the next two or three years. The
population of the world is increasing and
therefore the demnand for wool for clothing
will he increased. In Western Australia the
position is favourable, and the Premier dealt
with that phase when lie referred to the
rapid increase in our production of wheat
and sheep. If the 3,500 farms materialise,
as I have no doubt they will, because the
land is there, the production of wheat in
Western Australia will be greatly increased.
In fact it is predicted that in the near future
Western Australia will he producing be--
tween 50 and 60 million bushels of wheat.

Member:- More.
Mr. BROWN: That is quite likely. When

the 3,509 new farms are in full working
order, they should produce an immense
quantity. The settlers on those blocks will
have to depend entirely on wheat. It will
be a considerable time before they will be
able to fence their holdings and provide
water in order to run sheep. Consequently.
their work will result in great quantifies of

wheat being available for export and the
revenue of tile State will benefit as well.

Hon. GT. Taylor: There will be some road
board conferences then.

Mr. BROW";: Let me refer to the cost
of producing wheat. The question has
occasioned a good deal of controversy re-
cently. Artirle.s have appeared iii the news-
papers to the effect that wheat is actually
being produced at a loss. I do not think
that is so, but I am convinced that there is
not a great deal of proflt in wheat growin.
The price of wheat is falling, At the sid-
ings it is on'y about 4s. a bushel, and taking
into t-onsideration that the State average is
only about 11 bushels, the average return
is only 44s. per acre. I question whether
there is much profit in wheat growing at
that price. Neverthelless; necessity compels
men to make a living at something, and those
accustomed to farming pursuits will natur-
ally produce as much as they can.

H1on. C. Taylor: Mixed fIarming ait that.
Mr. BROWN: Tt is impossible to carry

on other than miixed farming, tthough I
realise that a new settler cannot carry sheep
until lie has provided water and fencing.

The Premier: r ami gevtting- a bit con-
cerned about thig.

M1r. BROWN: The tariff is a bugbear to
die farmers, but being a Federal matter it
has nothing to do with this Parliament. The.
fanner's tools of trade, the implements he
requires in order to produce the wheat, are
altogether too dear. Some member may feel
inclined to retort that the farmer of to-day
is operating under conditions entirely dif-
ferent from those that prevailed in the in-
dustry 2i or 30 years ago. I admit that.
On the moodern farm we find big machinery
doing the work. There may he seen one man
working a tractor and another working a
drill. 1 know of two men who this season
have put 1,000 acres under crop. Suich a feat
was impossible 25 years ago when the work
of cropping had to be done with a small
team. Owing to the high cost of imple-
ments, bags, labour and freight an aver-
age of 11 bushels per acre leaves little for
the farmer himself. For that reason not
too many farmers are paying income tax.
A heavy duty is imposed on harvesting
machinery in order to encourage its manufac-
ture in Australia. Apart from the State Im-
plement Works, we hate no implement fac-
tories in this State. The other night I learnt
that, whereas some little time ago the State
Implement Works employM 600 mnen, only
half that number are employed to-day.
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Hon. G. Taylor: And they are turning
out more work now than when they had the
600 men.

Hon. W. J. George: The manager, Mr.
Shaw, says that by Putting the works in
proper order, he got more work with fewer
men.

Mr. BROWN: If that is a fair sample
of our Government concerns, I am afraid
some investigation of them is necessary.

Hon. W. J. George: That was 12 years
ago, when -T became Minister.

Mr, BROWN: There is something radi-
cally wrong with the implements turned
out by the State works.

Mr. Sleeman: What is wrong?
Mr. BROWN: The farmers have not

taeken. kindly to the State implements.
Mr. Sleeman: And they do not want

to.
Mr. BROWN: There mnust be something

wrong with them; otherwise how could H.
V. McKay manufacture a machine in Vic-
toria, pay the freight on it to Western
Australia, and almost undersell the locally
made machineI

Mr. Sleeman: The same thing was done
with jam.

Mr. BROWN: But farming machines are
not being sold for a mere song. Jones. the
jam maker was able to send his jam here
and undersell the local manufacturers, but
that does not apply to farming machinery.

Mr. Sleeman: What is wrong- with the
State machinery?

MAr, BROWN: It is not popular with
the farmers.

Mr. Clydesdale: But why'?
Mr. BROWN: The machine is not doing

its work.
,Mr. Withers: The principal reason is that

it is a local article.
-Mr. Lindsay: It is not satisfactory.
Mr. BROWN: There muist hc something

wrong, or farners would not pay thle higher
price, plus the freight, for a machine from
the Eastern States.

Mr. Clydesdale: As a farmer's repre-
sentative, you should know what is wrong.

Mr. BROWN: I have told the hon. mem-
ber what is wrong; the machine will not
do satisfactory work. I believe that
ploughs, harrows, rollers, etc., turned out
by the State Implement Works arc giving
satisfaction, but not the harvesting machin-
ery. I do not wish to decry the manage-
mnent of the works, hilt perhaps the staff

has been cut down to such an extent that
suggestions are not being obtained from the
farmers. When MeKays or Bagabawa
supply a machine, a representative of the
agents follows it to the farm soon after-
wards and is open to receive any suggestion
that the farmer has to make. That is not
done by the State Implement Works. If
a man buys a State machine and it does
not give satisfaction, he throws it out and
that is the end of it, and the management
of the works knows nothing about it. If
a manufacturer has a machine to put on the
market, he must follow it into the field and
be ready to listen to suggestions from users
of the machine.

Mr. Lindsay: That is the whole point.
M1r. BROWN: I regret that the imple-

ment works are not turning out machines as
they should be doing.

Mr. Sleem an: You are not looking very
sorry about it.

Mr. BROWN: I would rather buy a
mnachine of local manufacture than send
my mnoney to the Eastern States. The other
day I asked a lectuirer on behalf of H. V.
McKay why we should be sending so much
money to the Sunshine people for machin-
ery instead of their erecting the necessary
works locally. The answer -was that thel
labour conditions in Western Australia mia
it impossible to build the machines here.

Hon. G. Taylor: That's the stuff to give
themi!

Mr. Clydesdale: IF. that the reason why
the farmers buy them?

Mr. BROWN: He added that there was
a spirit of co-operation amongst the em-
ployees in the Sunshine factory. and that
every man was contented. By co-operation
I take it he meant that a bonus was paid
to every employee.

Hon. IV. J. George: Emplo 'yees should hie
honest in their work without being specially
paid for honesty.

Mr. BROWN: And he said the labour con-
dition4 in Western Australia would not sllow
them to adopt that system here.

Mr. Sleeman: Is that Tight?
Mr. BROWN: I should like to see a spirit

of co-operation introduced here. We are
told that no trouble exists between employ-
ers and unions in the United States. Every
man there works under a system of co-opera-
tion and benefits aw a result.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you believe the wodi-
tions are at fault?
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Mr. BROWN: 'We are told that the wages
ruling in American factories are higher than
those paid in Australia. That being so,
there miust be something radically wrong it
American manufacturers can pay excessive
freights and heavy duties and under-sell Aus-
tralian-made machines.

Mr. Sleeman:- You would not like the Pin-
gelly people to send to Perth for their
blacksaithing.

Mir. BROWN:- If the local blacksmith en-
deavoured to charge twice as much as the
job wats worth, people naturally would scud
their work elsewhere. The Country Party
believe in a revenue tariff, but I consider
that the payment of a bounty would be more
equitable. If a bounty were offered for tho
manufacture of certain articles, the whole
of the people would assist to pay it, because
it would be in the interests of the State to
establish a flourishing industry. By impos-
ing a heavy duty on machinery, only one
class of the community is penalised, namely,
the class that uses it.

M r. Mann: There :s no duty on McKay's
1p11ehlinery.

Mr. BROWN: No.
Mr. Mann: Then what are you compluin-

ing abouti
Mr. BROWN: My complaint is that when.-

the tariff was increased, McKay's put up
their prices accordingly.

Ron. G. Taylor: You should save that
speech until the Federal Treasurer arrives
here.

Mr. BROWN: Years ago, when MeKays
were first granted assistance to make mna-
chinery, it was stipulated that after the
works became established the prices must be
reduced, For a year or two that condition
was observed. I bought a Oft. harvester for
£80. Let mrembers consider that in compari-
son with the price to-day. Immediately aI
heavy tariff was imposed, in order to en-
courage the manufacture of machines in Aus-
tralia, up went McKay's price proportion-
ately to the lauded cost of the imported mna-
chinery. I am dubious about the utility of
much of the machinery that comes from
overseas, more particularly the tractors. I
wonder if anyone can tell me bow much
profit is attached to the selling of a £50
tractor. It would astonish members to know
how much the agents are making by way of
selling commission.

Hon. G. Taylor: You can ascertain by
taking the price of cars in America and thel
price here.

Mr. BROWN: Wec were told tha, owing
to heavy duty on cars, the price had to be
increased. 1 aic glan that the British car
is coming into its own.

Hon. W. J. George:- How mucoh duty
wouild there he OIL a Buick car sold at £500?7

Mr. BROWN: I have not the slightest
idea.

lion. W. J, George:- Over £E1.50.
Mr. BROWN: And it is quite possible

that, on top of the customs duty, the agent
receives £150 selling commission.

Hon. W. J. George: I do not think he
does.

Mr. BROWN: I am inclined to think that
the profits now made on ears are not so bigh]
as they were previously owing to the keen
competition between British and American
manufacturers.

Hon, G. Taylor: When Ford cars cost
£C70 in America, the price here was £180.

Mr. BROWN: Ford is the only man who
can turn out cars at thiat price and bie is
able to do it becauise he has his own forest
anld ironworks. Mass production is the rule
in his factories and the men work under the
co-operative system. It is really a system
of piece work under which they are able to
produce cars cheaplyj

Hon. G. Taylor: That does not alter the
fact that a Ford ear is double the price
here.

Mr. BROWN: The price is fixed gener-
ally, according to the duty. There is not
much hope of the duty beingP taken off.

The Minister for Lands: What about a
deputation to Earle Page?

Mr. BROWN: I will leave that to 1M.r.
Johnston. It is deplorable to think that the
labour conditions in Western Australia are
responsible for the absence of McKay's Im-
plement Works here. It would have been
a wonderful thing for the State if we could
hiva had in our midst a branch of the Sun-
shine factory. It would have been of renter
advantage to the State to have been able
to retain the £150,000 or £200,000 that now
goes out of Western Australia for agricul-
tural implements. That amount of money
could have been distribivted among-st oui
own workmen within the State. Now it all
goes to -Victoria. So far as the raw inatesial
is concerned, there is very little of it tc
be got in Australia; it must all1 be imported.
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In that respect therefore the conditions
would have been similar in Western Aus-
tralia to those of Victoria, and the mgachines
could have been built here just as cheaply
as they are built in Victoria. All the States
are alike in respect of the freights that have
to be paid. The Navigation Act fis respon-
sible for those high charges. Take for
example the "Jervis Bay" and the other Bay
steamers. The crews of those vessels would
not work under English conditions, and had
to be repatriated to Australia. The differ-
ence in the wages, I believe, is £8 a month
as against £16 paid under Australian con-
ditions. These high wages were responsible
for excessive freights and fares which bene-
fited nobody.

Mr. Sleeinan: The Country Party were
responsible for the selling of the teamers.

Mr. BROWN: I wish to congratulate the
Minister for Railways on the administration
of the Railway Department and on the fact
that freights and fares that are levied from
the people are as low as those in any other
part of Australia. We have more miles of
railway per head of population than Las
any other State of the Commonwealth,
and the fact that our railways have been
successful financially proves that there is a
rich and fertile country behind them.

Air. Sleeman: And if you patroivised. the
implement works, they too would pay as
well as the railways.

Mr. BROWN: With regard to the Lands
Department, I consider ii to be the must
important of all. One has only to g-o to the
Lands office to see a large number o t people
congregated there all eagerly seeking for
land. Our reputation in the Eastern States
is very good and the result is that men with
limited capital are flocking here to take up
areas. With the 3,600 farms proposal, un-
fortunately, if we require cheap money we
must take a certain number of migrants to
settle on those blocks.

Hon. G. Taylor: We certainly will not get
any cheap money if we -la not.

Mr. BROWN: My belief is that we could
settle our lands without the aid of t1lat
cheap money. I am satisfied that we could
put our own people on those blocks. I am
an Australian and T believe in Australia
for the Australians. Here in Western Aiis-
tralia tbere are numbers of men who would
be willing to take up some of those farms.
I was pleased to hear the Premier say the
other evening that a majority of the blocks
are to he given to Australians. I would like

to know how many are likely to
on those proposed new farms.
that at least 00 per cent. will go

be setted
I reckon

to British
migrantH.

The Minister for Lands: You are wrong.
Mr. BROWN: I am pleased to know t~at

I am wrong in that respect. The muigranits
that have come here have been penniless and
have had to be spoon fed. It seems to me
that they must get assistance from the
moment they land. Then they are without
practical experience and it is only natrral
to expect that there will be from 301 to 40
per cent. of failures. I have no reason to
doubt the ability of the British race. Our
forefathers came here and pioneered Aus-
tralia, and surely there should be nothing
wrong with the migrants who are coining.
All have sprung from the same stock, and
if they have the same grit and determination
as our forefathers, they must make good.
What I would like to know is whether
the migrants are being selected from the
rural districts of England. Most of those
who have came out here have had little
practical experience of farming. Men have
been taken from factories in the towins
and brought out here. Is it any wonder,
therefore, that they do not adapt themselves
to the rough bush life? Then when they find
their funds running low, they drift back to
the city. I wish to say a few words on the
subject of light lands, and in respect og
which the Minister for Lands has had a
lot of trouble. Most of the people who have
taken up area of light country have had. a
big struggle, because they have not been able
to get assistance from the Agricultural
Bank. The bank will not advance any
money unless on the block of light country
there is a fair amount of better-class land. I
am convinced that with the proper methods
of farming the light lands will produce pay-
able crops, and the bank should certainly ad-
vance money to the extent of 40 or 50 per
cent, of the improvements carried out. What
is the position to-day? The men who have
gone out on this class of country and who
have been struggling for years, find it im-
possible to go on any further. There is
nothing for them to do but to get out. Then
the big man living near by gets the block
at his own price. That kind of thing
is not desirable. I speak as a practical man
and I say that I have seen areas that could
be made a profitable proposition. I could
take the Minister for Lands to hundreds of
such farms that are paying at the present
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time, and yet under the classifcation it
would he said that they did not include one
acre of good land.

The Minister for Lands: The bank is ad-
vancing fity-fifty on most of the light lands.

Mr. BROWN: I do not think that
is so. I have had occasion to made
several requests to the bank for assistance,
and I have been told that the bank did not
advance money because the blocks in question
contained no proportion of good land. I do
not know whether or not they are taking
the holders of the areas into consideration,
but certainly they are not giving the in-
dividuals a show of any kind. These men
work under difficulties from the very start
:whereas, -with a little help from the Agricul-
tural Bank, it 'would mean the difference be-
tween success and failure. The Minister
would not he running any risk if he altered
the Act to provide that assistance in the
direction I have outlined should be given, of
course under reasonable conditions. I wish
now to say a few words about the Public
Works Department. I have no complaints
to make though I was surprised to hear the
Premier say that it would not be advisable to
spend too much money on bridges and per-
haps on roads, but that it would be prefer-
able to spend it in the development of agri-
cultural areas. The Premier must know that
access must be given to areas that are opened
for selection and that in many instances it
is important that bridges be built. I con-
gratu late the Government mi their activity
with regard to country water supplies. The
rock eatchments. 'without doubt are giving
great satisfaction.

Hon. W. J. George: They were investi-
gated in my time. hut we did not have the
money.

M1r. BROWN: The present Government
have the money and they arc making good
use of the rock catchmsents. At one time the
settlers thought that the provision of these
water supplies would be a costly matter for
them, but some of them are rated as low as
4Y2d. per acre. That is very reasonable for
a supply of good water, and I do not know
that any farmer would groirl at having to
pay that amount. Very often, however, the
settler is not in the position to pay even so
low a rate by meason of the fact that he has
not made provision for this expenditure.

Hon. W. J. George: It is a just debt
Mr. BRORWN: In such eases the Govern-

ment could well permit the farmers to have
extended terms. A great deal has bneen said

about the administration of the Main Roads
Board, and the mistakes that have been
made by that body. We must not forget,
however, that the mistakes were made in the
initial stages of the board's operations. The
board were working with the -wrong class of
machinery, and under great difficulties, and
it was no wonder, therefore, that the cost of
road coustruction was great. The hoard
should be permitted to remain to carry on its
work, but at the same time they should not
limit the operations of the local road boards.
Speaking of the Pingelly Road Board, with
which I am familiar, that body has an ade-
quate plant consisting of graders, scariflers,
etc., and the men who operate the plant are
doing splendid work. Instead of the Main
Roads Board insisting on doing all the work
within road board areas, a board with a
plant such as that I have described should be
allowed to carry on work in its own district.
I am sure that better work would be done
and the cost would not be as great as if it
were done by the Main Roads Board. The
Main Roads Board should confine its work to
arterial roads and main roads, work beyond
the scope of the local authorities. There is
plenty of work for the Main Roads Board
to do and the work of that board
should he confined to the more import-
ant undertakings. In that way satis-
faction would he given to everyone. The
'\'inister for Agriculture also has an
important department to control. I am gladt
to know that our present Minister is a great
enthusiast. He has been a farmer himself,
and perhaps is one even ilow. So he knows
the difficulties with which we have to con-
tend. I am certain we shall always get the
greatest sympathy from the present Minister
for Agriculture., But there are still a lot of
dlifficulties in the department for him to try
to solve. Turning to the dairying industry,
it is astonishing to find that Western Aus-
tralia last year imported £194,000 worth of
hams and bacon, anti abont half a million
pounds worth of butter and clieese. There-
fore it stands to reason there must be a lack
of encouragement in the agricultural indus-
try.

Hon. G. Taylor: We have a trade at our
own doors there.

Mr. BROWN'-: Yes. What is 'wrong with
the industry? I have heard dozens of men
say, "Do you think I am going to) let my
wife anti daughters enter upon the life of
drudgery -represented by dairying?" In the
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early days of Victoria, that view was not
taken. There dairying was used as a side
line, and before the creameries camne into ex-
isteuce butter was sold in the Melbourne
markets at 8d. per lb. Never theless [he
dairy farmjers continued. Of course it will
he said that 8d. in those days was worth
about 2s, to-day. I do not think that is so.
However, the fact that we have to iniport
three-quarters of a milion pounds -worth of
4airy produce shows that there is room for
great expansion in our local industry. After
all, the best butter is made by the local
farmer. Under the Patterson scheme a little
encouragement has been given by the Com-
mionwealth Government in the form of a
bounty of 3d. per lb. on butter. In view of
this I take it that butter is actually being
sold in Australia at a price not much below
that at which it is'sold in England.

Mr. Panton: It is dearer in Australia thain
in England.

Mr. BROWN: Yet we find the industry
does not pay! Surely there is something
particularly wrong. I do not know why we
tcan afford to send our dairy products out of
Australia and sell them in Eng-land at a
cheaper price than is demanded for them in
the Cominonwealth- I suppose it is that the
supply has never equalled the demand. Our
merchants, I understand, send thle surplus
,overseas, leaving only just suifficient in Aus-
tralia. So it is that the supply hardly
conies up to the demand. I wish to say a
word about railways. Here I hope I shall
mat be in thle saint plight as the meniber for
Avon (-.Grilliths), who said the Premier
had declared that every time lie spoke about
the Yarramtony railway he set it back twelve
mfonths. 1 would rther noL speak about
)ny railway projects if it meanls putting
,hem back twelve months.

Mr, Teesdale: You will put them back a
coupli. of yearh.

Mr. BROWVN: 'We have the migration
scheme, but the details have never been pub-
lished, and so we do not know in which direc-
tion the proposed railways are going to run.
In certain outlying districts people arc try-
ing to farm without the assistance of a rail-
way. Recently the Minister for Lands made
a journey east of Kondinin for 50 miles, and
along the whole of the way he saw field after
field under cultivation. I ask, can a man
profitably farm an area 50 miles distant
from a railway? I know one man whose
farm is 40 miles from Kondinin. He had a

splendlid crop last year, but by the time lie
paid eartage, there was no profit at all left
for him. I do hope the IKalgarin people will
have a railway vecry shortly. 1 do not know
what direction it is going to take. 1 am one
Of thoSe Who hold Lhere Ehould be a direct
line fromn Fremantle to Esperanee, and an-
other line from Southern Cross running
South. Bu~t I do hope thle Government will
give thos~e poor Lufortunate settlers in the
Jialgarin district a railway just as soon
as ever they can. No finer settlers can be
found than those at Kalgaria. For years
now they have been working under the wor-st
conditions, living like blackfellows, contin-
ually hoping for a railway. Yet from what
one can gather, that railway appears to he
as far off as ever.

21r. Teesdale: They will get it after death.
Mr. BROWN: It would be well if the

M1inister for Railways or the Minister for
Land&, I am not smirc ii; whose- province it
conlies, were to put n dump somewhere in
the Kalgarin area. If the Minister were to
do that and make a charge on the dump, the
railway could be built quickly and it would
be a thoroughbly good policy. The local peo-
ple are hoping to see such a dump. Now
I wish to refer to the Brookton-fDale rail-
way, the Bill for which was passed some
time ago. For 20 years past the Dale resi-
dents have been agitating for a railway.
They have suecceeded in getting a Bill passed,
authorising tile Construction of a line 26V/1,
miles in length, but s'aee then other events
have cropped up, making it feasible that
thle line shoaxlA go right through to Arma-
dlale.

Eon. G. Taylor: What distance is that?
Mr. BROWN: From Brooktoa to Anna-

dale i~s between (60 and 70 miles, whereas
from Brcokton round the existing railway
to Perth is 11.9 miles. It is not so much the
Brookton p~eople, a'; those living beyond
Brookton, that will reap the benefit of the
])roleosei railway. 'Moreover that railway
w'ill redue the rongestion at Spencer's
Brook and at the bottle-neck iii Perth. Like
the proposed railway bridge at Fremantle,
it is all part of the Stileman scheme. The
residents of the Dale are beginning to realise
thcnt they asked for the railway in the wrong
place. They ought to have had it 30 miles
from Arniadale. It would bring them. witin
60 miles of a port, whereas at present they
have to send their produce 161/ miles to
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Brookton, and then all round the US8 miles to
Perth. It is essential that the Brookton-
Dale railway should be built as soon as pos-
sible. It is, not a local, but a national mat-
ter. We have brought various requests be-
fore the M1inister for Railways, requests for
trucking yards and other facilities. They
cannot be built all at once, but I do hope the
trucking yards for which I have been asking
for so long will be built as soon as posifble.
Perhaps they are already built. The Alin-
ister told me they were seventh on the list.
That was some time ago, so possibly the
yards are built already.

Mr. Teesdale: Built in the night
Mr. BROWN: Then there is the matter

of the Pingelly railway statiou, which is in
exactly the same condition as it wvas 40
years ago. Every Minister and member of
Parliament who has visited Pingelly agrees
that the station is a standing disgrace to
a flourishing district. It is scandalous that
the residents should have to put up with
so paltry a structure. Only this morning,
at half past four I was seated on that
station, virtually in the open, with a bit-
terly cold wind blowing on me.

Member: Why did you not go to the pubf
Mr. BROWN: There are no pubs open

at that hour. The Minister for Railways
will agree with me that I am not asking
for too miuch when I urge him to erect at
Pingelly a structure that will be a credit
to the railways and to the district, which is
a most deserving one. I wish to say a word
or two about the Health Department, which
of late has grown to considerable dimen-
sions. Government hospitals and committee
hospitals alike are increasing by leaps and
bounds. That is under the policy of the
present Minister for Health. I am not
complaining of that. It is splendid to know
that wve have hospitals for the sick and
needy, the people not in a position to pay
for medical attendance. Buit in the near
future something -will have to be done to
finance all those hospitals. It is stated in
the Governor's Speech that the Govern-
ment intend to bring down a Hospitals Bill.
What the nature of that Bill will be, .1 do
not know. When, a couple of sessions ago,
the Minister introduced his lottery Bill for
the maintenance of hospitals, there was con-
siderable opposition from every church in
the State. Of course we, as God-fearing
politicians, ought to have taken notice of
it. However, we did not take that into

consideration. But the other House did,
and so the Bill was thrown out. Since then
I have heard men connected with one or
another of our churches declare that, after
all, it was a mistake, that the lottery Bill
should have been allowed to pass. They
said they would rather have a lottery Bill
go through than walk down the streets of
the city and see men and women selling
sweep tickets all day long. No sooaer is
one sweep drawn than another is promoted.
Dozens of men in Perth are making their
living selling sweep tickets. It seems to be
the policy of the Minister for Health to
give every person who applies for it per-
mission to run a lottery.

The Minister for Health: I have nothing
to do with that.

Mr. BROWN: Then perhaps it irthe
police who give the permission; but prob-
ably the police take their instructions from
the Minister. All over the country we are
getting dental and other clinics, which is a
splendid thing for the health of the com-
munity, and more particularly the child-
ren's health. The M1inister is to be com-
mended for that.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. BROWN: Before tea I was speaking
about the various medical clinics that the
Government have established, and dealing
more particularly with the examination of
children. The Government are to be ct-
mended for what they have done in this
direction. Why should we not have adults
examined? In the case of diseases in animals
the Government are spendling a considerable
sum of money in utilising the services of
scientists to investigate these diseases. The
economic loss as a result of these diseases is
considerable. What are the Government
doing with regard to the examination of
human beings? Cancer is increasing. I
have been told by a medical friend that in
Western Australia, in proportion to its
p~opulation, there are more cancer cases t~an
in any other part of Australia. If that is
so. it would be a good idea if the Govern-
ment made it compulsory for every adult
to be medically examined once a year. In
nine cases out of ten when a patient con-
tults a doctor be is told that he should have
done so before. A man may have been liv-
ing in the country, and always enjoyed good
health until the time comes when he feels
unwell. He will then go to a doctor and
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may he told that he is suffering from some
malignant growth, and that, if he bad sought
medical attention before, by means of an
operation his life might have been pro-
longed. It would not be a great ex-
pense to provide for the compulsory
examination of adults. Doctors are to
he found in every little centre in the State.
If a man made a practice of being medically
examined once a year, it would he to his
advantage, and probably save him a great
deal of suffering. If a Bill is introduced to
provide for hospital finance, the opportunity
might be taken to provide for thesc annual
examinations. A doctor could examine
patients at small expense, and this might
be the means of saving valuable lives. I
wish now to refer to the most inmportant
question at present before Austraia, namely
unemployment. This crops up very often.
There may be a cycle of years when every-
thing is prosperous and there are very few
unemployed, and this may be followed by
a cycle when employment is scarce. I re-
member before the goldfields were discovered
that men in New South Wales and Victoria
had been walking about for 12 or 18 months
without getting a job of any sort through-
out that time. When the goldfieids were
discovered, all the able-bodied men left the
other States to come here. In those days
men were working on farms for about 12s.
6d. a week, but wages have now gone up to
the extent of £2 or £2 10s. a week and keep.
We have gone through another cycle of
years. Is the present position caused by the
influx or people to our shores for whom there
is no actual employment? I hardly thnk
that can be so. There must be some othier
reason for the situation. I am going to
make a bold statement. I maintain that the
reason why we have so much unemployment
is the basic wage. MNembers opposite mar
laugh, but I honestly believe that the basic
wage is too high in times of depression for
employers to utilise the labour that is offer-
ing. Some 30 years ago, when theta was a
depression on the goldfields, men had to go
into the country districts. There were not
many farmers about then. I remember
splendid looking men coming to me and ask-
ing for work. I said I had no work for
them and could not afford to put themn on.
and that I must do the work myself. They
told me they had been walking alhout till
the soles were worn off their hoots, that
they badly-needed work, and were quite pre-
pared to take it on for £1I a week. These
men were willing to work for that sum, and

although I did not need them, I gave them
work at that wage. They said it was better
for them to take the £1 a week than to walk
around the country and starve. 1 therefore
ernploycd them, and when they had earned
sufficient money they returned to the gold-
fields and I did not sea them again. If
a farmer wishes to employ anybody to-day,
lie knows he must pay the basic wage.

Mr. Chesson: What about the Italians?
Mfr. BROWN: The farmer is not in the

position to pay that wage, and he therefore
says that he has no work to give.

Mr. Panton :What is the basic wage for
a farm band?

Mrli. BROW1N: A grood man is worth 50s.
a week.

Mr. Pnnton: What is the basic wage?
Mlr. BROWN: I do not know that there

is one. The wages paid to farma hands are
such that any abe-hodied and practical man
can zet his 40s. or 50s. a week.

Mr. Clvdesdale: How much hais he left on
Saturdav night?

Mr. Davy' : A jolly sight more than the
man who is working in the town.

Mr. BROWN: The man who is living in
the countryv has no expense. His food is
found for him ind he has a place in which
to sleep. The £E2 or £2 1.0s. a week that he
receives is clear mioney.

Mr. Clydesdale: What woald the married
man do on that?

Mr. BROWN: Myv sympathies ore with
the married mall.

Mr.~ Panton: Some of them have six
children to keep.

1Mr. BROWNX: If an industry will not
permit of hig-h wvages heing paid, what is
the best thing to ioq If I were starving in
the country I wou!ki not beg for food, but I
would work for what I could get. Is it not
better that I should take £1 a week tempor-
arilyv than starve? Is it not more honourable
for mie to take that wage than to come to
Pei-Ili, whepre I would only swell the number
of inemlploy'ed, and exist on two sixpenny
feeds a day?

Mr. Clydsdlae: Why do you not draw £1
a week from your' Parliamentary salary and
give it to the unemployed, if you are
.sincere!I

31r. BROWN: If we were passing
through times of depression, I would be
prepared to give up 91 n week from my
Parliamentary salary for the unemployed;
but I would have more spirit than to come
to Perth and live on two sixpenny feeds a
'lay. We are all up against it. The farmer
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is not iiift position to pay high wages,
but he is prepared to give temporary relief.
A strong unionist would say, "My union
will not al'ow me to accept that small wage,"
with thei result that he would not get any
work.

Mr. Panton: Tine basic wage does not
affect the farm labourer.

'Mr. BROWN: That is the position to-
day.

M r. Panton: It is not the position.
Mr. BROWN: The unions are really the

cause of a good dleal of the troulble. The
principle of holding up wagres ay lie all
right from the point of view of the unions.
When mn are up against it in the country,'
and theme is work for them to do if they
ill take it, they have to come to Perth and

register as unionists, and then are sent hack
from Perth to any of the jobs that may 1)0
available. That is not right. Mfen who have
hadl the spirit to keep away' from the town,
and do a little work in the countryv, should
have some considrcration extended to them.
They are not being considered wvhen they,
have first to be registered in Perth. A~ good
deal has been said about Italians. I have no
time for them. I honestly believe, however,
thant a great deal of the prosperity the State
is enjoying to-clay is due to the fact that
these Italians will Lo out into the bush and
work there, and in thant way increase thep
acreage under crop. By means of Italians,
farmers have been ab'e to get their areas
under crop far more expeditiously than
was often the case before. Other people
who have tackled the same class of work
have riot properly understood the business.
I do not uphold the employment of Italians.
When theqe men have been put on to do the
work, however, they have Liven no trouble.
They have been able to (10 the work so well
that instead of the farner getting in oakv
100 acres of crop. he has been able to get
in 200 acres. To that extent, therefore,
these foreigners haive been a Lood assqet to
the State. I feel sure it is the policy, of the
Commonwealth Government that the mnigra-
tion of Italians should he resRtrictedi. It has
now been arranged that something like 3,000
only of these for-eigners shall land in Aus-
tralia in any s-ca,. The restrictions, how-
ever, do not declare in what proportions each
of the States shall receive the foreigners.
Unfortunately' they have been flocking in
larger numbers to Western Austrnlia than
to the other States. In most cases the
Italians have Liven no trouble either to the
Government or to the police. They have

done no cadging, and~ evidently they knowv
how to develop the country. We should not
be too hard on theni, although my sym-
pathies every' time are with the Britisber.
Amongst those of British extraction we have
as good "men to do our clearing as we have
amiongst the foreigners. [ know that in the
early days when the miner or timber worker
camne downu we could not get bletter men for
farm work. But those men had been used
to high wages and to receiving the basic rate.
They said the ,y wvould not work for farmers
ait below those rate. There is the trouble.
When these jieoiie do not get work they
drift into the city. Many members have
been in the country' . Some of them may
hav"e visited small I countr v towns, and have
wvatched the little children going to school.
Take a school of perhaps 100 scholars.
Every. Year a percentage of the boys and
girls leave that school. It inny be only a
sall town, containing four or five shops.
These shops are emplo 'ving al] the labour
they want, arid there is no more local labour
rcequired. W"hat %v'ilI happen to those eight
or tenl children who leave school even' year?
They* have to fight their balties in the world,
and how are they going to do it? They can-
not aill go in for farming, and gradually, I
regret to say, they drift into the city. There
miay be secondary industries in the city, but
they are only smalml ones. Aq it is impossible
to absorb tine children in the country, they
are absorbed into other avenues in the town.
I regret very moth the dearth of domestic
servants. We give our children as good an
education as we can. A girl goes to school,
and, being Fairly clever, she. profits by the
education shep receives. She gets the idea
that domestic work is beneath her. She
floes not want to he called a "sqlavey." and
.she Loes into an olee or factory, preferring
to follow those nepunattionq. The result is
that the British immicrant girls arc being
absorbed into domestic service.

Hon. W. J. George: What are you going
to doa with our own girls?

'Mr. BROWN: We have given them such
a good education thant they look upon do-
mestic service as beneath them. They drift
into the cities, get into offices, dressmaking
establishments and so on, and now we have
people crying out because they cannot ob-
tain domestic servants. To a certain extent
education is doing it. I admit, h owever,
thant we must Live our children the best
education we possibly can. At the same
time, there is being instilled into our girls
the idea that domestic work is beneath
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them, and so they drift into the city offices.
In any provincial town a percentage of the
children leaving school have to go out into
the worl 'd and look for employment.

Hon. W. J. George: We all had to do
that.

Mr. BROWN: Yes.
Hon. W. J. George: And are not the boys

of to-day as good as ever the boys of your
time and mine?

Mr. BROWN: Certainly; but there is
a good deal of difference between the boys
of to-day and the boys of olden time.
Formerly boys did not look for amusements
and pleasures as the boys of to-day do.
One of the first aspirations of the modern
boy is to possess a motor byke.

The Premier: Yes. Moreover there were
no endurance dancers in our days.

Mr. BROWN: No.
The Premier: We had to cut chaff be-

fore breakfast.
Mr. BROWN: Yes, and after dinner.
The Premier: That had compensations,

because the girls used to help us cut the
chaff.

Mr. BROWN: The Premier was luckier
than I bayre been. The rising generation
are looking for a different class of work,
higher wages, and more amusements.

Ron. W, J. George: If you come down
to bedrock, boys and girls are all the better
for their education.

'Mr. BROWN: I make no complaint as to
the education. But we are instilling into
them principles different from those we
held in our youth. In conclusion let me ex-
press my pleasure at the fact that Western
Australia is still prosperous. The season
is promising. For the past five or six years
we have had good seasons. Western Aus-
tralia's rainfall is assured, and I believe
that in the near future this will he the
greatest wheat-producing- State of Austra-
lia.

HON. W. 3. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) [7.501: Speeches alredy delivered have
dealt with many points of the Governor's
Speech, but possibly there are some points
upon which I may offer a few words without
traversging ground already' covered. I am
pleased that the Government declare their
intention to bring in one measure in 1par-
ticular which, to my mind, must prove for
the good of the State-namely, the Bill to
establish a Rural Bank branch of the

State Savings Bank. I shall, await that
measure with great interest. Although I
firmly believe that the establishment of some
financial facilities in addition to those al-
ready existing in the State will he beneficial,
one has to bear in mind that attempts of
this kind made by some other countries have
not always led to the prosperity anticipated.
I take it that the Government, when bringing
forward the measure, will lay before the
House their full proposals and be prepared
to receive from all members such ideas as
are intended to assist in carrying out a
highly important work. The question of
redistribution of seats may cause perturba-
tion among some members, since it goes
almost without saying, that at number of the
present electorates are absolutely iinqnali-
fled, by reason of shrinkage of their popu-
lation and of their importance. I do not
quite know, and we shall not know until the
Bill for prevention of profiteering iS before
the House, what exactly is meant by that
phrase. So far as I can judge, somne rnem-
hers of the Government are prepared to
go froml A to Z in a matter of this sort.
They have before them a piece of work that
will probably take some mionths for full
discussion, not with the idea of burking the
proposal if good points are showvn, but be-
cause to deal with the intricacies of various
trading concerns is a matter calling for all
the experience various members of the House
mnay have, and a-so for such advice and
assistance as can he given outside. The last
speaker referred to the difference in cost
of implements i the United States anod their
sale prices here. I interjected at the time
-I do not think the lion. member quite
comprehended my remnark-that a rough-
and-ready practical way of getting at the
American sale price of an American article
broughit here was to halve the Australian sale
price, the difference being accounted for by
the heavy duties placed upon the statute-
book by the Federal Parliament. Of course
there arc also the various men through whose
hands the imported article passes, nnd each
of whom requires some remunera t iou for
work done. I know of one article sold in
America for about £300, while here the sale
price is £600. I do not believe the distri-
butor of motor ears in Western Australia, gets
more than 7 L per cent. clear for his work.
Certainly he gets nothing like the amount
the last speaker would have us understand. I
mention this matter to show that in the
proposed Bill for prevention of profiteer-
ing due regard must be had for the mainifS-
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cations of trade, which are extremely vari-
ous, wide, and far-reaching. Therefore the
measure in question will tequire thc' closest
attention. Registration of land agents, an-
other matter mentioned in the Speech, is
something that might have been brought
about long ago. In connection with the pur-
thase and resale of large blocks of land
near cities, it would be well if the land
agents of this State had been brought under
some sort of control.

IMr. Davy: They are now.
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: But not to the

extent they should be. It must be some 25
years since this question came up in the
old House. The measure then proposed 3id
not go so far as one would like. But I
remember at the time pointing out the
effects (if the Victorian land boom and giv-
ing an instance of something that hrad
occurred within my owvn experience to show
how people might easily be misled. The
practice is for some sharp people to g-et
bold of a large block of ground near the
city, pay a deposit on it, and then start
to cut it up. Thereupon they fix prices
and sell, but it is extremely difficult for
them to give a title even to a purchaser
for cash. The reason is that the original
ownier sticks to the land till he
has got all his money. He will not
allow patches to be picked o'Mt here
and there. In Victoria there were many
cases in which it was proved that
persons had paid the full purchase price
but had never received titles, the reason be-
ing that the land agents who purchased from
the original owners were unable to complete
the purchases, and thus the original owners
retained the land, In a place called North-
cote, where there were large brickworks, I
had purchased some land and insisted upon
my title. I was offered a big sum by the
sellers to let them nullify the transaction, so
that they would not have to complete the
purchase from the original owner. Registra-
tion of land agents would not be a costly
matter to the agents themselves, and would
be some sort of guarantee to purchasers of
land as to the solidarity of the agents and
their reliability for giving a square deal. I
(10 not wish it to be understood that I think
there have been many cases of bad treat-
ment in land dealing in Western Australia.
I know of only one or two such cases. The
land agents we have are good men, and I
am sure they would not object to the pro-
posed legislation.

Mr. Mann: They were asking for it.
H-on. W. J. GEORGE: The Minister for

Health deserves the admiration of the House
for his sincerity. 1 may refer particularly
to the step which the hon. member has taken
in regard to dental matters. His action has
been good, wise, and thoughtful; and I hope
to see it pushed even further than it has gone.
I trust, also, that the author of that may be
regarded not only now but in years to come
as one who studied the health of the chil-
dren, recognising them to be the basis and
strength of our race. Legislation with re-
gard to workers' homes and local government
matters we shall be prepared to discuss when
it comes along. Now I wish to say a few
words regarding the metropolitan water sup-
ply. I notice that the Speech says-

Despite the heavy increase in the consump-
tion of wvater in the metropolitan area during
the long summer, the water supply proved ade-
quate to meet all requirements.

1 would advise the Minister to be very care-
ful regarding the consumption of water that
is going on in Perth to-day. But few water
consumers of Perth-unless they possess a
meter, and meters cannot be supplied to all
of them-have any idea how much water they
are using, or as I would say, abusing. When
the original Perth waterworks were put into
operation, there was in Roe-street a pres-
sure of 80 odd pounds to the square inch,
and 400 gallons could be delivered in 12
minutes from a %1-inch tap. Residents on
the hills here were very pleased to have gar-
dens-which everyone must admit are an
admirable feature-hut they turned the water
on the soil of those gardens until they had
bleached out all the humus. The increase in
watetr consumption during last summer was
unprecedented, and was more than the
.scheme can be allowed to carry. I
submit that the Government and their
officers must exercise all the reasonable
restrictive powers they can, or else
they will find that the water scheme,
although calculated to last Perth for a num-
ber of years, cannot be relied upon to do
that. Another matter I wish to refer to is fEe
Fremnantle harbour and its extension. How
far the Government have committed them-
selves in regard to any scheme it is, perhaps,
for them to tell us later; but I do not think
they would eonmmit themselves to any scheme
until the matter had been considered even
more fully than is the ease up to the prie-
sent. I do not wish to get the idea that I
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ann offering hostility to the scheme put up
by MNr. Stileman. I recollect, however, the
controversy which took place 'when Mr. C.
Y. O'Connor brought forward the scheme
which has done such good work for Fre-
muantle. I am not in any way desirouid
extending the controversy initiated by Sir
George Buchanan, but I do suggest that fu&-
thea. inquiry-not delaying inquiry, but in-
quiry searching for information-might
well be set on foot by the Government, so
that -we may know exactly where we
are iii this vitally important matter.
The suggestion that we shall go into the
open roadstead for harbour extensions does
not appeal to those of us who have been
years in the State, have seen the storms
that have raged and the wrecks that oc-
curred in days gone by. The use of open
roadsteads does not commend itself to ship-
ping men in any part of the world, unless
it is impossible to get a sheltered or par-
tially sheltered port. I am satisfied that
Mr. Stilenian has given much consideration
to the proposition to the best of his ability
and skill, but those who have made-a life-
long study of local conditions and are
trained and practical men, have their doubts
about the scheme and we should do what
we canl to take into consideration their
views as well.

The Premier: C. Y. O'Connor did not
favour an up-river scheme.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I have never fawv-
oured the idea of bringing shipping to
Perth.

Mr. Davy: The evidence of what C_ Y.
O 'Con nor really favoured is rather groggy.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I believe that for
a good few years to come, we can get all
the accommodation necessary for vessels
coming np-river as far as Rocky Bay. I be
hiere we should take the opportunity of
getting further opinion on the subject, and
that might go far towards dispelling opin-
ions formerly held. During the course of
his remarks, the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) went out of his line a bit.

The Premier: Very much so.
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Certainly he did

so referring to one of the industries of
this State. It ought to he well-known by
now that I do not favouir the State Imple-
ment Works, the State Sawmills and other
State undertakings. Those concerns could
have been better left for control by
private etnerprise. That would he pre-

ferable to the State controlling them and
thle people being taxed, in a way, to main-
tain their existence. When I 'was Minister
of tile Crown in charge of State enterprises,
my task was anl individuous one.

The Premier: You stuck to them well.
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I was placed in

Charge of them; .1 could not ruin them, and,
in the circumstances, I could do only what
an honest man would do, and tried to make
them successful. When I heard the member
for Pingelly talk about the State Imple-
ment Works, I thought it. was a pity that
he, with his finished eloquence and the excel-
lent diction that is peculiar to him, had
not been more assiduou~sly industrious in
making, inquiries as to the facts, before he
proceeded to commit himself to statements
such as he made to the House. The mana-
ger of the State Implements Works, Mr.
Frank Shaw, is a Western Australian-
trained enginieer. He is a man fitted by his
education and native ability to go into any
of the workshops of the world and claim
for himnself the respect of men who are
giants in the engineering profession. On
no occasion did Mr. Shaw claim to be able
to accomplish prodi 'gies with the concern.
Is the lion. member for Pingelly aware how
thle State Implement Workis were startedi

Mr. Bro wn:- What were they started forI
Hon. W. J. GEORGE:. I do not know

what they' were star ted for, any more than
1 know why the hon. member was born!
The State implement Works were gar-
rotted at their berth. Worn-oat, discarded
machinery from engineering works in the
Eastern States found in the representatives
of the then Western Australian Government,
eager purchasers, and machinery that was
obsolete when I was a boy 60 years ago
serving my apprenticeship, are to he found
in the State Implement Works to-day. With
that. type of machlinery, efforts are being
made to turn out modern plant.

The Premier: I thought you scrapped
most of the out-of-date stuff.

Hon. w. J. GEORGE: I scrapped some
of it. it is only since the present Govern-
wient have been in power that machinery
in which anl engineer could feel some pride,
has been placed in the works, and a chance
given) to the skilled men we have there-

Mr. Teesdale: I think you are slipping!
Get over the other side!

Mr, Thomson: The hon. member is re-
flecting ,poll his own administration!
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Hon. IV. J. GEORGE: The bon. member
pointed to the fact that 600 men had been
employed in the workshops in the past, and
now the number had dwindled down to
200.

Mr. Brown: No, to 300.
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: If the member for

Pingelly had applied his natural talent, to
which I have already referred, to making
inquiries, he would have ascertained the con-
ditions that operated in the works when the
600 men were employed. I would Dot allow
anyone to say that in those days 600 men
were sponging on the State, but I say that
the management in charge before Mr. Shaw
took over the control, was not capable of
keeping the men going so that a return was
being brought. back to the State on account
of their services. Ur. Shaw, by the installa-
tion of modern methods, brought dtown to
the present total, the number of men that
were necessary. When I consider the hon.
member's criticism, hie must realise that I
speak with the greatest charity and consid-
eration for him 1

'Mr. Thomson: He is very appreciative!
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I am trying to

teach him a few things about the State Im-
plement Works. In order to make wheels
for cultivators and other implements, spokes
had to be made. In the early days it was
an hone's work to turn out 14 spokes.

Mr. Tccsdale: Piecework or daywork?
Hon. W". 3. GEORGE: Day work, Mr.

Shaw went to the Eastern States and saw
the methods in vogue there. He came back
and the result was that we converted an old
machine at the workshops, and soon we were
turning out 130 spokes per hour, instead of
14. That furnishes an explanation of why
the same number of men are not required
at the Implement Works now as in former
days. I can give thle bon. member another
instance. I would advise him to go down
to the works and interview Mr. Shaw, who
is a very polite man.

Mr. Davy: He is a jolly good chap-
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Yes.
Mr. Davy: In the wrong place, working

for the wrong boss!I
Hon. W. .1. GEORGE: He is doing his

work well, and I do not know any man who
could do it better. Another instance was
in connection with certain attachments re-
quired for screw elevators. In the old days
they were turned out with the aid of snips.
We took steps that enabled us to turn them

out at the rate of from 800 to 1,000 per
hour. That was done with the aid of an
old punching machine. Now Mr. Shaw has
applied the electric welding process to many
items, and thus is turning out work more
expeditiously and better. That again re-
suited in fewer men being required for
that, work. We hoped that the harvest-
ers made by the State Implement Works
would prove all right, but unfortuantely they
did not. We knew it, and stopped making
the harvesters. The ploughs made by the
State Implement Works were regarded by
the great bulk of our customers as the best
they could get. We had, as head plough-
maker, a man who had a reputation through-
out Australia. To make out that all the
implements turned out by the State Imple-
ment Works were rubbish, is ridiculous, and
I hope the hon. member regrets having made
thbat statement.

Mr. Thomson: He did not say that.
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: There is another

thing I would say to the hon, member.
Surely if Western Australia has suffered
him to grow prosperous and helped him
to get ahead, perhaps by refraining from
immature criticism, he can help Western
Australia to get out

Mr, Davy: You are not supporting the
State Imiplemnent Works, are you?

'Ron. W. 3. GEORGE:- I do not care if
Iam.

Mr. Thomson: I think you had better go
over to the other side.
Hon. W. 3. GEORGE: I was at Narrogin

the other day, and the speeches made at the
public gathering I attended had one key
dominant throughout. It was, "Let us be
proud of our own town and trade as far
as we can within our own town because,
when we help ourselves we also help someone
else here to make good.' Cannot we all be
proud of Western Australia? I am., although
I was not born here, Cannot we trade in
Western Australia, even if that trading costs
us a little more money than we would have
to pay if we bought elsewhere?

M1r, Lindsay: I thought you were with
US.

Hon. XV. J. GEORGE: I have no timle
for people who live in the State ad make
their living here, but cannot boost the coun-
try that enables them to exist.

31r. Teesdale: There is a new party; don't.
you forget it

153
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Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I1 am pleased in-
deed to note frain the Governor's Speech
that water supplies in the agricultural dis-
tricts are to be provided, and that money has
been furnished to enable the rook catehinents%
to be dealt wvith, For many years the En-
gineer for Country Water Supplies, Mr.
P. V. O'Brien, has urged upon Ministers the
setting aside of comparatively small sums
of money to make the necessary provisions
for water supplies in the country.

Air, Corboy: And at last he got a Treas-
urer who uade the money available.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: These matters
were brought before successive Ministers and
urged strongly by Mr. O'Brien. I am par-
ticularly pleased to know that now the mnoney
baa been made available, although I was not
able to get the work done in my time. For-
tunately the present Minister has been able
to get the necessary f unds from the Treasurer
and I rejoice that that has been !)0551b10.
It does not matter whether it hep a Labour,
Nationalist, or Country party Government in
power, if the Administation in office
for the time being can do anything to
help the people it' the country to earn a liv-
ing arid make a competence for themselves.
they should receive support. The unem-
ployed difficulty has been emphasised by
members during the last few weeks. I do
not intend to go into the cause of the trouble,
but I can support these who have asserted
that there are many farmers who are anxious
to have work done 'but have had to let
the work go until they can save up the
necessary funds to pay the rates of
wage required under present conditions.
But amongst all the people of Western
Australia there would be very' little unem.-
ployincnt if they would go out and search
for work as we hand to do ini the early days.
Regardling the migrants coming here-this
is perhaps more a Federal than a State
matter-I think that if we adopted the
regulations of the United States and Canada
which apply before migrants are per-
mitted to enter those countries, it would
be a good thing for Australia. It is
not fair that we should practically
ask pdiople t.witbout a bean in thei r
pockets to come here and go on the
land and undlertake work of which they have
had no previous experience, with the result
that in many cases the funds of the State
have to be applied for their sustenance and
to keep themi going. -No one should be ad-

initted into Australia unless lie possesses a
fair amount of cash, as migrants must do-
before they can enter United States or
Canada.

Mr. Teesdale: flow would that have ap-
plied to you when you came here.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I would not like
to CXp)!nin the state of my flnanees when I
caie. here, because it muight shock the hon.
member. Although I was a competent en-
gin cer, when I could not get in Melbourne
the work that suited me, I offered to go as a
packer at l8s. a week. No work that is
honest degrades a man, and no matter where
a man starts in Australia, whether at the
bottom grade or not, if he succeeds in rising,
his earlier efforts should not be counted
aginst him.

Mr. Teesdanle: Then do not barney be-
cause a migrant has not a few quid when he
comes here.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: No, the question
I raised was that of bringing into the State
a whole lot of people with no means to sup-
port them and unsuited for the work, people
who ultimately have to be supported out
of the taxes of the country.

Mr. Teesdale: No man is brought here
without the Premier's sanction.

Hon. IV. J, GEORGE : But the Premier
might. ronsider whether in some eases his
sanction should be given.

Hr. Teesdalc- He is a pretty good judge.
The M1inister for Lands: That is not

correct.
Mr. Teesdale: The requisitions have to

come from the States.
The Minister for Lands: That is for

nominated migrants.
Mi-,I. Tecadale:, They do not involve any

cost to the St-ate.
Mr. SP1EAKER: Order!
Hon, W. Jr. GEORGE: I was about to

move that the dehate he adjourned until the
interjections hond ceased. I want to see
more population in Western Australia and
British population, too, but I do not want
to see transferred to this State British era
who have probably been existing on the dole
of the British Gorerninent, and who, when
they come here, expect to collect it still, at
the expense of the people who pay the taxes.

MNr. Thomson: Y'ou are opposed to inmi-
gration, then ?

Eon, W. J1. GEORGE: A few words
have been said regarding the Main Roads
Board. The recent conference on road board
matters, I think, raised a great many ques-
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tions that wiU have to receive the considera-
tion of the Government. Of one thing I
amn satisfied, namely, that it is useless to
expect that the ordinary road boards in this
State can a-fford to make contributions
towards the cous1.rnction of roads in which
the Federal and1( State Governments are
partners and in which the road boards have
been broug&ht into a sort of semi-partnership.
The very work of constructing roads causes
the Main Roads Board to use the side roads
in tile various districts. Take Murray-
Wellington and the Bunbury-road, in many
places the vehicles have to travel perhaps
six, eight, ten, or twelve miles to the foot-
hills to get the gravel and stone. Aeroplanes
cannot he used, so the carters have to use
the roads which have been made by the road
boards. The traffic of the lorries, under the
heavy loads they earry, cuts the roads to
pieces. Who repairs the roads? On whom
does the burden fall? On the ordinary road
board. The road hoards hare not the means
to carry out the work.

MLNr. 'North: The roads have been left in
ruin.

Ron. WV. J. GEORGE: En many instances
the roads have been left in ruin. The rates
levied by the average road hoard are not
very high- That is a good thing, because if
they were high they would not he paid. The
miles of roads for which a board is respon-
sible mop up the funds very quickly indeed.
Years ago the old Murray Road Board had
about 270 miles of roads to attend to. We
created two new road boards, Serpentine
and Waroona, and even so the Murray Road
Board now has 600 or 700 miles of -roads to
attend to. The funds obtainable, unless the
boards are going to ruin the settlers on the
latnd by their rates, arc inadequate to keep
the roads in repair, and if in addition to
their troubles with the side roads they have
to pay a contribution to the Main Roads
Board, it is asking them to do the imupos-
sihle.

The Premier: The lion, member knows
that is one of the provisions of the Act.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: No doubt the Act
has a lot of things in it, but as we put those
provisions into operation experience should
show whether they aire weighing too heavily
on the people and are proving a burden
beyond their capacity to bear. Perhaps our
methods are wrong. Surely the exneriene
gained should be applied to amending the
Act. Let us provide for what the people
can reasonabily he- expected to bear.

The Premier:- I agree with that.

Hon. W. J, GEORGE: I am rather
annoyed regarding the Canning-Fremantle
read, because we have not got information
to enable i to fonn anything like a proper
judgment. WVe have to rem ember that con-
cerned in that work are the 'Main Roads
Board, the various supervisors, engineers
and others, and we cannot condemn them
right and left. Tt wvou!d be unfair to do so
unless we first considered thle full facts.
But I tmust say that for a sum of £1.30,000
to be spent on making eight or nine miles of
road-and it is not finished yet-is some-
thing that must cause the Government very
grave worry and require of them very grave
consideration. Thirteen or fourteen thousand
pounds a mile for making a road! What
would it cost to construct a railway along
there, finding rails and all the rest of the
material? Scarcely more than half of that
amount. What can there be in the road to
cost £13,000 or £14,000 a mile? We are not
asking for anybody's blood; we are not
asking that there should be wholesale sack-
ings, hut what we have a right to ask and
what the country has a right to ask is that
there should be given, with nothing bit abso-
lute candour, a statement of the whole of the
expenditure. To tell us that one engineer
has been discharged over it does not care
the situlation. That does not rectify any-
thing. I make hold to say, without ',ringing
any accusation h~t trying to be quite fair
to the members of the Main Roads Board,
that whoever was responsible for the ex-
penditure, when he got the fortnigbitly re-
turns showing the progress of the work,
ought to have seen at once that there was
something very wrong in the state of Den-
mark. Thirteen or fourteen thousand
pounds a mile for a road! The Premier
said that an officer had been discharged.

Mr. Davy: They ought to be able to pave
it with gold for that.

The Premier: And kerb the sides with
diamonds.

The Minister for Mines: There is a sov-
ereign under every stone.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I do not intend to
speak further onl the question until I get
full information, but I do say we have a
right to expect the responsible Minister to
lay a statement on the Table of the House
that will enable us to judge whether 'he man
responsible was a born fool or a lunatic, or
whether he should be shot.

The Premier:- You can have the whole
information.
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Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Without unfairly
criticising members of the Main Roads
Board, we have a right to say to whoever
was charged with the duty of watching the
expenditure, "Why didn't you call a halt
before this had gone so far?" What was
there in the way of difficulties to occasion
such excesive eosd- There are no difficulties
to an engineer if you provide him with the
money to do the work, but there were no
difficulties at all in constructing that road.

Mr. Davy: What was the highly skilled
administrator doing all the time?

Ron. W. J. GEORGE: The road was
already formed, some parts of it made, some
parts of it dirt, and it was only a matter of
constructing it; quite an ordinary job.
Whether it is fitted ike a mosaic or not, we
cannot tell until we get the file. I should
like to say a few words about group settle-
ment, Let me express mny appreciation of
the sincerity and zeal with which the Minis-
ter for Lands has set to work to deal with
a very difficult question. Let me thank him
also for the courtesy hie has always shown
me by affording such information as I have
requested. I think he acted wvisely in con-
stituting the Group Settlement Board. They
have a job which is a giant's job, because,
as the group settlement scheme has been
developed, there have qrown up so many
tanigles that it is difficult to tell just how
things stand. Having gone that far, I do
not wish to say more. I regret that imy chief
did not have the opportunity to 'tontirmae
the work of group settlement. If he had
done so I think many of the tangles into
which it has drifted would not have ooccurred.
Tn saying that, I am not reflecting on the
Government; I consider that the present

Mnster has tackled the difficulty strongly.
and T hope he will be able to straighten it
out. It is an awful job. A lot of the poor,
unfortunate settlers are in a bad % y but
the Mfinister hasq assured mne that his iustrue-
tiona are to extend to them all the sympathy
he can. One thing will have to be don--
and we may as well face it; it is idle to try
to stick our heads into a bag-and that Is
the cost to be charged to the settlrs who
remain on the groups% must be reduced from
the cost standing- in the hooks of the State.

Mr. Thomson: Rear, hear! I wish you
had said that before.

Ron. W. J. GEORGE: I have said it.
To charge settlers the full cost standing'i
the hooks, of the State would be to impose
upon them a crushing harden. To-day I
received a letter from a man-one I know

very well-who has spent quite a lot of
money of his own on a soldier settlement.
The same principle applies to the group
settlers.

The MXinister for Lands: Where is he?
Hon. W. J. GEORGE: At Richardson's

swamp. He said the charge against him
in the department was £1,300. "With the
work I have put into the block," he added,
"I think I can make a success of it in time.
I shall do so unless I sin swamped. I have
put a lot of my own money into it. I do
not think I could get £500 for the place to-
day, but I will stick to it as long as I can."
I think the £1,300 charge against the
place should be reducedl, and I believe
the MAinister, when I put the facts be-
fore him, will be of the same opinion.
It is no use trying to get someone to bear
the burden of the mistakes. made. The way
in which I look at it is that we have to face
the position as we find it.. If a holding is
valued in the departmental books at £3,000,
because that money appears to have been
spent on the property, we know that eapi-
talised to that extent it is impossible for an
individual to earn a living on it and there-
fore it must be revalued and brought down
considerably. We know of course that many
settlers never will succeed. In Western Aus-
tralia we have as many fine muen as ever flod
Almighty allowed to come here, and they
are doers. Those are the men we ought to
help, and I want the Government to take
thoroughly into consideration the ned here
is for bringing down the values of some of
the properties oa which it can reasonably be
expected a man can make a living. If that
is done, it will go a. long way towards reine-
dying many of the ills that exist. The mem-
ber for West Perth had something to say
albout taxation. I should like to ask mem-
bers what they think of the Positioa inl this
State. We are a Sort Of Siamese twins.
None of us ever dreamt that we would be in
such a state of Sianiese twiniship) as that
in which we find ourselves by reason of the
Federal and State taxation. We have a
State income tax and a Federal income tax;
we have a State land tax and a Federal land
tax. We have a State vermin tax and though
we have not a Federal vermin taix, there is
yet another such tax imposed by road
boards.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are for different
purposes.
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Hon. WV. J. GEORGE: Exactly, hut when
a mail's pocket is pretty weak, it does not
improve it if money is pulled out of it. The
methods of preparing the Federal and State
returns differ very materially. In one case,
anl individual is allowed to deduct necessary
expenses such as those incurred in carryin.g
on his business, and in another case he must
not do that, but he may deduct something
else. If it is not desired to dr~ve the bulk
of tihe people of 'Western Australia to Kar-
rakatta, which is getting overcrowded, or
to the Claremont Lunatic Asylum -which has
fleen overcrowded for a long time, let us get
one of the good men from the Treasury
to join Mr. Black, the Commissioner of Tax-
ation, in an endeavour to prepare a decent
form which a man can fill in without too
much worry.

The Premier: The Conimisioner of Taxa-
tion has to conform to the Act.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Then lt us alter
the Act. When the taxation measure comes
before the House, I will sapply the pre-
mier wvith a few instances of what I con-
sider to be ridiculous m*'tters. I say,, hang
the Act nnd let us put it right. There is
another matter on which I wish to say a few
words and that is with regard to the money
collected in the police courts from erring
motorists. I do not know how many thous-
ands a year the penalties that arc imposed
amount to.

The Premier: Not half as much as they
ought to be.

Hon. WV. J. GEORGE: Perhaps not. 1
ami not grumbling at the amount of the fines;
I in not grumbling at the administration
of the court. I hold that people must be
made to understand that if they take into
their hands a powerful machine like a motor
car, they must guide it to the safety of the
public or pay for it. The fines, however,
should not go into Consolidated Revenue . I
know that the answer will be that under a
special Act of Parliamuent it is provided that
all fines Shall go into Consolidated Revenue.
I would like to see all fines paid by motor-
ists and money raised by way of licensing
fees for motor cars devoted to their proper
use, namely, the making of good roads. The

*motorists of this State pay very high fees
for their motor ears and all the revenue
raised through the use or misuse of motor
vehicles should be devoted towards making
our roads good.

The Minister for Railways: Who is going
to pay for regulating the traffic?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The police get at
least 10 per cent. of the fees in the
metropolitan district; the taxpayer also pays
for the police force and the work they do.
The conduct of the traffic is part of the duty
of the police.

The Minister for Railways: A fourth of
the police in the metropolitan area are en-
gaged in controlling the traffic.

Hon. WV. J. GEORGE: It is idle to argue
that the fines should go towards the expenses
of the police force. There are days on wvhich
we find as much as £50 or £60 collected by
way of penalties and the sumi in the course
of a year, must lie considerable. At any
rate, those are my views. I expect that you,

Ir.Speaker, as well as myself and others
who are getting pretty well on in years,
cannot have all our own way. I should
be satisfied, however, if 1 could have my
way in some things, but I realise that other
peop~le also have their rights and that there-
fore I must at times give way. I have said
all I wish to say. If I have criticised some of
the measures of the Government, I hope that
criticism will he regarded by them as hav-
ing been made, not for the glorification of
the individual, but with the earnest desire,
of this side of the House to do the best we
can for the country in which we live. We
have here a territory of which we should he
very proud and no exception cans be taken
if we do boost it up. I like the man who
speaks wvell of the bridge that carries liini
over the stream. I have been here for 40
years, the country has given mie health and
happiness and I ami glad to say also that
I have had some prosperity. With all these
things, if I did not think well of the country
I ought to he shot.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay [8.40]: After
listening to the speech of the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat and to the
eloquent way in which he condemned the
policy of the party of which he was a
member for many years, as well as agreeing
with the policy of the Government, I am
beginning to wonder what the Opposition
has been elected for.

Mr. Teesdale: Do not say the Opposi,
tion; say some of them.

Mr. LINDSAY: The member for 3Mr-
ray-Wellington referred to the question of
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agricultural water supplies. That is one
matter on which I can congratulate the
Government. The Minister for Agricultu-
ral Water Supplies has done very good work
in this country and he has carried out un-
-dertakings that the Government of which
thle previous Speaker was a member should
have done many years ago. When I heard
the lion. member speaking, there came to
my mind memories of many deputations of
which I was a member, deputations that
urged him time and again to do what the pre-
sent Government have done. Having said
this, I am afraid that I will be responshile
for the only discord that has so far oceured
onl the Address-in-Reply. There has been
a lot said about the Main Roads Board and
there was also a lot of talk at the confer-
ence held last week about the administra-
tion by that Board. I listened with a great
deal of interest to the Premier's reply to
certain criticisms. He dealt first with the
conference which lie describedl as wild and
wvoolly, and then told us that 'be had no
fanlt to find with the Main Roads Board.
In fact, the Premier g-ave the Main Roads
Board sitch a reference that if he only put
it in writing I am inclined to think that it
would get the members of the Board a job
anywhere. The Premier said that he had
never known before of any department
with such a large and responsible work
that had been run more smoothly and effi-
ciently.

The Premier: Ts the lion, member quot-
in.- from "Hansard"'?

Air. LINDSAY: No, I am quoting from
a Press report.

The Premier: 'The Press report was not
correct. You had better read "Hansard."

Mr. LINDSAY: I have had no time to
peruse "Hansard"; it was issued only to-
day.

Thle Premier: Anyhow, what you quoted
was not what I said,

,Mr. LINDSAY: The Premier should have
taken the opportunity to correct it in the
Press on the following day. As he dlid not
do so, I assumed that the report was correct.,

The Premier: I did not say what was
attributed to me.

Mfr, LINDSAY: The Premier said that
much of the feeling against the Miain Roads
Board was entirely unfair, and 75 per cent.
of the criticism was unjustified.

The Premier: Hear, hear; that is giving
you 2.3 per cent.

Mr. LINDSAY: He then went ;on to
reply to an interjection made by the mem-
ber for West Perth. In his speech the
Premier went further and said that the
trouble was caused by the Federal Govern-
ment. The Federal Government dictated
how the money was to be spent and that
therefore the Mlain Roads Board ware not
responsible for it. When, however, it came
to the Canning road, the Premier agreed
with us that there had been great mistakes
made and that the engineer who was re-
sponsible for them had been dismissed. We
have a Main Roads Board and they are re-
sponsible for the employment of engineers.
The Canning road, which cost £140,000, is
not in thle Northi-W'est; it is within a
stone's throw of the Main Roads Board
office, and the members of the Board at any
time, and on any day of the week, could
have had a look at the road to see what
was being done. I contend that they are
fully responsible and the responsibility
should not be shelved by the sacking of
one of the engineers.

Mr. Davy: The Act makes them respon-
sible.

The Premier: I do not say they had no
responsibility.

Mr. LINDSAY: There wvere two con-
ferences held last week, one of which criti-
cised the Main Roads Board. I attended
the second one, not as a blow-in, but by
invitation. When main roads questions
were being dealt with, I listened with great
interest and I heard moat astounding
statements made by the Chairman of
the Main Roads Board, Mr. Tindale.
I will give him this credit, that he had
the conference eating out of his hand when
lie had finished talking. He was in-
vited by the chairman of the confer-
ence to address the conference, and by
the way, there were no fewer than 42 motions
on the agenda paper dealing with main
roads and the Act. The Chairman in a
very tactful gentleman and after ha had
invited Mr. Tindale to address the confer-
ence, Mr. Tindale told the members there
that he did not intend to make a speech,
that he was only merely going to talk to'
the delegates. Hfe proceeded to tell the delo-
gates that he wanted the co-operation of the
road boards. Then he went on to tell them
of his 12 months tour rfound the world and
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described his trip to England and said
lie found there that lhe had nothing
to learn. He went on to America and he
saw ninny roads too good for our conditions,
but he did see roads constructed in a way
that might be followed here. He said he had
seen some fine machinery and had ordered
some of it. Then he said that recently he
bad gone to visit the Merredin Road Hoard.
and had stayed there for two days. He
left the conference under the impression
that lie learned more in those two days than
in the whole of his twelve months hrip round
the world. Why? The various road boards
had been protesting against the methods of
the Main Roads Board, particularly on de-
velopmental roads, protesting against the
wasteful expenditure of public money. Mr.
Tindale said that on the Sunday morning,
Mr. Hunter, the Chairman of the Merredin
Road Board, took him over a beautiful road,
not a Commonwealth road, not a State road,
but a Merredin Road Board road, one of the
most beautiful roads he had seen for the con-
ditions of the wheat belt. He said the
policy of the board in future would be to
send up an engineer to a road board dis-
h-let, meet the local engineer or supervisor,
and go over the road with him. There would
be no surveys made, as in the past. It would
be decided on the spot what class of material
was to be used, and, wherever possible, the
material would be the local material that
the road hoard had been using for so many
years past. Then Mr. Tindale said that in-
stead of spending all the available money
on one patch of road, as in the past, th e
policy would be to spend the money on the
worst patches with a view to making the
road passable throughout. He was talking
about developmental roads. He went on to
talk about main roads, and he took the
Perth-Albany road as an illustration. What
our roads wanted mostly, he said, was drain-
age, and he intended to drain the water off
them and leave the natural surface. He pro-
posed, he said, to go over the whole of
the Perth-Albany road and make that road
passable to traffic. He did not say one word
about Commonwealth money or Common-
wealth specifications. I want the House to
understand that what the road boards have
been working for during the last three years
is just what Mr. Tindale promised. As a con-
sequence the conference accepted him and
withdrew 40 motions from the agenda paper.

Mr. Penton: He must he some orator.

Mr. LINDSAY: It was a remarkable
statement that he made, and if he can live
up to it, everything in the road board arena
will be well. He said that instead of hav-
ing 90 lier cent. of failures as in the past,
we would he having 90 per cent. of succes-
ses. But up here in the evening the Pre-
mier said that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment were interfering and putting up speci-
fications, and that in consequence we could
not do anything. The following day was
Friday, and the conference was still sitting.
Actually it was dealing with only three or
four motions, but it took nearly the whole
of the day to get rid of them, because, after
reading the Premier's speech in Friday
morning's paper, the conference wits begin-
ning to think that things were not too good.
I have met a number of the conference dele-
gates since then, and they are thinking very
seriously. UInless Mr. Tindale starts to carry
out that policy there will be another road
board conference in Perth within the nest
few months. Now I intend to say what the
conference meant to say.

Mr. Kenneally: Or what you think they
meant to say.

Mr. LINDSAY: What I know they meant
to say. I have attended every road board
conference in Western Australia and havw
been a membher of a road board for 16 years.
so I know what the conference meant. The
conference did not criticise the Main Roads
Board, although it had very good reason
to do so. But before I come to that, let me
remark that the Priemier went a little fur-
ther and said that the trouble at the con-
ference was over the allocations of money
that the road boards were asked to pay.
The road hoards have received certain allo-
cations, and according to information given
here in answer to a question by the member
for Avon (Mr. Griffiths), the amount the
road boards have been asked to pay up to
the present is less than £5,000. It is not a
very large amount, but I know that is not
what the road board conference intended to
kick up a noise about. It was because the
boards were not getting value for that
£5,000. The Premier also said these allo-
cations were inserted in the Bill by a select
committee of another place. He fined that
committee down to one man, Mr. Stewart.

The Premier: The chairman of that com-
mittee.
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Mr. LINDSAY: He described the chair-
Man of that committee as being responsible
for the allocations.

The Premier: Mainly.
Mr. LINDSAY: I agree that he was. But

if Mr. Stewart was responsible for what is
'wrong, he was responsible also for what is
-right. Mr. Stewart's action saved the road
boards considerably more than they have
been asked to pay. This select committee
was appointed by another place to deal with
the Bill that had been passed by this House.
One of the recommendations made by the
committee reads as follows:

Your commnittee consider that traffic fees
should not be taken from country road boards,
because it would seriously reduce their revenue
and undutly hamnper the very valuable work
being done by these local authorities.
Why did the committee recommend that V
Because the Bill took away the whole of the
traffic fees from the local authorities. Now,
how much would those traffic fees aggre-
gate? I stood here and fought that Bill.
The Minister said he was going to get
£75,000 from the traffic fees. I told the
House he ;vas more likely to get £175,000
from the fees, and I believe to-day the fees
would reach that amount if the whole of the
metropolitan area were included. That is
what this Bill proposed to do before the
select committee of seven members decided
that it was not just to take away that money,
because the road boards, required it for the
making of developmental roads. The com-
mittee had to put up some alternative, and
they put up the following:-

Provision to be made in the Bill authorising
the Mlai Bonds Board to allocate contribu-
tions to lie borne by local authorities benefited
for (n) permanent works and maintenance ex-
penditure on main roads; (b) tile cost of mrain-
teiunec of main developmental roads.

That was what they recomm ended in place
of the traffic fees Now this is what the
Main Roads Board was, to get-

Your commnittee consider that the proposed
funds available to thea Main Roads Trust Ac-
count wvould he £265,000 plus (a) any' petrol
tax that may be imposed; (hi) revenue aea--uing
from assensments of local authorities made by
tbe Main Roads Board; (c) mloneys appropri-
ated by the State Parliament for the purposes
of this Act. The figure above-mientioned being
made upl as fulluws -- 96,flOO-Federal grant
for developmental main roads.

I forgot to mention that when that Bill
-was being dealt with wue had no Main
Roads Act, but we had a Developmental
Roads Act, and instead of the £384,000 we

'were getting £.90,000, a very different pro-
position. 1i the select committee had knowvn
that we were getting £:384,000, no doubt they
would have altered their recommendation.
However, their report continues-

fO6,00-State contribution on the pound for
poulnd basis, £48,000-Poderal grant for main
roads not conditional on a State contribution.
£25,000-in lieu of subsidies to road boards.
Total-265,O00.

I do not think there can be any doubt about
it, because we have the evidence of the Under
Secretary for Works, Mr. blunt, who
stated that the M1inister for Works had ap-
pointed a board, consisting of Mr. Iblunt,
Mr. Black and Mr. SiMpson, Wn advise the
Minister. And Mr. blunt in his evidence
touched upon the amount collected from
traffic fees, stating that it was £:75,000. So
it was the intention of the Bill to take those
traffic fees from the local authorities. Then
Mr. blunt mentioned that there was pro-
posed a land tax to bring in £60,000 Per
annni. At the last road board conference
a resolution -was, carried to the effect that
the license fees should ht' an alienable source
of road board revenue. I hope they always
will be, for they repr-esent at ! enst 40 13cr
cent. of the revenue of the local authorities
in the wheat belt and about 10 or 20 times
as much as the local authorities are likely
to be charged under this section within the
next 10 or 20 years. T am quite prepared
to give -Mr. Stewart alL the blame fo- what
lie has done in connection with that matter.
The Premier and even the Press have given
it to him) already' . Unfortunately he could
not defend himself at the road board con-
ference, and at present he is in 'Melbourne.
But, on the other hand, I say that Mr.
Stewart should also recive the blessings of
the r-oad boards for having saved to them
the traffic fees. I mentioned that I intended
tom deal with the woirk done under the Main
roads Board, and what is actually being
done to-day. The Roads Development Act
caine into operation five years ago. Then
the Governmepnt provided plans and specifi-
cations and conditions that were most un-
suitable for the local authorities, who found
it impossible to tender under those condi-
tion-. After miw-h agitation and a visit by
a Federal Minister, the Government pro-
vided speciflt-ations suitable for road board
work. But two years ago there was a
sudden Full in the op erati ons. It is quite
two years since any money 'has been spent
or developmental roads in my district.
Neverthelless enzineers have been sent round
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every little road, taking levels and putting it
all on blue prints, while building up huge
specifications that would take a week to
read. Last October I saw Mr. Auketell about
those specifications, and showed them to him,
I jasked him if it were meant that
we should work under them. But he
told me, as Mlr. Tindale told the conference
the other day, "No, you have to carry on as
you have carried on in the past under the
developmental roads grant." That was all
we wanted, for the roads were made wveill
under that scheme. I went back to my dis-
trict and was talking to the chairman of the
road board. I told him what had been said
to me, and lie replied, "But the Alain Roads
Board officer is here doing that now." I
said, "Well, you can tell him to go back
agrain." About three months ago the result
of all this work of engieers and draftsmen
was embodied in a letter sent to the various
Toad boards. I saw a copy of the circular
at the Doweria Road Board office and I saw
the plans and specifications. It would re-
quire an engilneer to understand them. It
was upon then that the board was asked to
tender. They 's ubmitted a price at £18 a
chain and they were satisfied that they would
lose money under the c-ontract. Thev in-
formed the Mlain Roads Board of 'their
opinion and intimated that they did not
want the job. AUl that work cost a lot of
money. A month after that, new specifica-
tions iand plans were sent and fresh
tenders were called. The Dowerin Road
Board submitted a tender at £E655, or
911 12s. a chain. We have been told
repeatedly that these specifications sub-
mitted by the Mfain Roads Board must stand
and yet, after 12 months of work by the
engineers and draftsmen, after long delays
in the operation of the Act and after the
road boards have not received the money
they were promised, a new set of p~lans was
sent out.

31r. Davy: That is No. 4 set.
Mr. TANDSAY: Yes. Owing to the

modification of the plans, the road board
was enabled to reduce the price. That wap
not the position at the outset. It was a
most ridiculous proposal to put up to any
local izoverninz body' . The Mlain Rund
Hoard's specifications set out that in gravel-
ling a road we had to take out a length of
3 chains and we had to put in 6in. x lia.
jarrab boards; we had to put [lie zrravel
down on steel sheets and we had to roll with
a 3-ton roller with a horse team, after
spreading 3 inches of _ ravel. After dointr

that we could put on another 3 inches. The
who'e thing was ridiculous. Ten Mr. 'Tin-
dale told us that in the future i? was gting
to follow certain lines. Despite that, we
find in last Sundlay's paper that (lie Mlain
Roads Board calledi for tender; oit the ennee
old conditions.

Hon. G. Taylor: On the same conditions
as you have been referring to?

Mfr. LINDSAY: Yes.
The Minister for Mines: And you will

not collect a shilling of the Commonwealth
money' if you do not stick to those specifi-
eations.

Mr. LINDSAY: Then how was it Mr.
Tindale could tell the Road Board Confer-
ece that these modifications had been made
and what course he proposed to adopt in
future. He agreed to do practically all that
the road boards wanted bim to do. They
wvanted Commonwealth money spent on the
roads.

The Minister for Alines: I am not respon-
sible for what Mr. Tindale may say.

Mfr. LINDSAY: Twvo years ago, when the
previous road board conference was held,
twvo members of a road board in my elec-
torate came to me and said that they bad
been informed that if they went to the Main
Roads Board office they could get matters
fixed up. Prior to that tenders had been
called and the board put one in at £7 per
chain. They were told that they could not
get the contract. Later these two road
board members, so they inforned ire, were
told that if they went to the Main Roads
Board office and agreed to do the work
uinder any Labour conditions, they would get
the contract. I advised the road board
members not to do anything of the sort, and
told them that the time would come when
they would get £1,000 and get value for
the expenditure of that money. I told them
that if they agreed to the suggestion that had
been made to them, they would get £500
worth of work, and they would never get
anything in return for the other £500. Soon
after that the Main Roads Board sent up
a gang to do the work and it ran out at
£13 17s. 6d. by day labour. When the
Christmas holidays came, 19 chains of the
road had not been completed. It was rather
late in the year and the wheat carts cut up
the road. The Mlain Roads Board offered
the local board 25s. per chain to recondition
the road. It cost all that to do work for
which thme local board bad submitted a ten-
der at £7 per chain. There is no satisfac-
tion in this sort of thing for those who have
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been working under the road development
grant for two years. When the road board
were asked to tender for the 19 chains that
were not finished, they again submitted a
tender at £7 per chain. In reply the Main
Roads Board said that the local board could
have the -work for £E6 10s. per chain, and
they did it. What I said proved true. If
£1,000 is allocated for a road: and the work
is done by the local authorities, they will
get full value for the £1,000, whe-reas if
the work is given to the Government, the
district will get £600 worth of work and
nothing nmore.

Mr. Davy: That is exactly what you can
expect.

Mr. LINDSAY: Of conirse, it is. On the
other hand, when the Premier gets up in this
House and gives a good reference to the
Alain Roads Board, wa are inclined to be-
come a hit more critical.

The Premier: I did not give the Main
Roads Board the reference that you tead o-at.

Hon. G. Taylor: V7ery nearly so.
The Premier: Not at all.
Air. LINDSAY:- That is what appeared

in the "West Australian."
The Premier: Be fair! You cannot get

away from what appears in "Hansard."'
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We should have

a Royal Commission.
The Minister for Mines: But the road

board conference turned down that proposal.
Mr. Davy: Why worry about the road

board conference, if we think there should
be a Royal Commission?9

Mr. LINDSAY: On the occasion of the
meeting of the road board conferenco, there
was also a vermin conference to deal with
the Vermin Act Amendment Act ,X 1925.
The motions tabled concerning the Vernm
Act numbered 28, or nearly as many as had
been sent along in connection with the Main
Roads Board. T attended the conference
as n member of the advs-ory hoard under
the Vermin Act. On the Opposition side
of the House we have been twitted -with a
desire to repeal the Act. T have always
said that I would sooner have the Act that
is in existence than no Act at all. I know
my views do not coincide with the wishes
of 90 p.er cent, of the people 1 renresent.
On the other hand, I believe we musqt
view this question f rom the stand-
point of the State as a whole, not from
the point of view of our own little villages.
For that reason I did not attend the ec-
ference from. a political standpoint. it
would have been easy for me to ma'ke po-

litical capital out of it, but I went there as
a member of the Vermin Board, to fight for
the retention of that body and to secure some
control over the funds we have been trying
to administer. When the Minister for Lands
introduced the amending legislation, we tried
to wake him listen to reason. Even if the
Government tan blame a select committee for
the, Main Roads Act, they cannot blame any-
one but themselves for the provisions of the
Vermin Act Amendment Act.

The Minister for Railways: Who asked
for the amending Act I

Mr. Thomson: We did not ask for the
Act as you gave it to us.

Mr. LINDSAy': I was one who asked
for amending legislation. When I read
from the same file that the Minister had
read from-it referred to the conference at
which I had moved the resolutions-some
lhon. member on the Government side of the
House said that I was calling the M2%inister
for Lands a liar. I admit that we did ask
for amending legislation, but we did not ask
for what we got. The road board conference
askied for a tax of a farthing in the pound
and for the Government to subsidise the
administration of the Act out of general
revenue. The Government did not agree
to do that.

The 'Minister for M3ines: Good old gen-
eral revenue I

The Premier: oif course, out of general
revenue!

Mr. LINDSAY. The Government were
concerned only with the saving of the gen-
eral revenue under the amending Act they
passed.

The Minister for Mines: What about
wiping it out?

Mr. LINDSAY: The Government can do
so if they like. After the last conference, I
am satisfied to let it go if the Government
wish to adopt that course. If I were think-
ing merely of the interests of the agricul-
tural districts, I would advise the Govern-
muent to wipe it out. But I regard the mat-
ter from the standpoint of the State, as
a whole, and not as one affecting the agricul-
tural community alone. For that reason I
believe legislation of this description should
remain on the statute-book, but not the Act
in its present form. I have had a great deal
of experience of this subject, and I have al-
ways regarded it, as far as possible, from
the standpoint of protecting the wealth of
the State. It is only by the extermination
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of the dingoes that the outer country areas the farming districts of £10,914 and a payv-
can be settled. it is only by securing that
end that the country can produce more
stock and contribute to the general pros-
perity of the State. When the Government,
Flowerer, forced through a measure that
amounted to nothing but class legislation, to
make the agriculturalists pay nearly all the
money available in the vermin fund for the
destruction of (lingoes thousands of miles
away, it was not right. The agriculturist
should be asked to pay only his fair propor-
tion. The Government should have levied a
tax upon the unimproved value of land, be-
cause the people in the mnetropolitau area
stand to gain just as much as the people in
the agricultural areas, Earlier in my re-
marks I referred to certain figures and 1,
wish to give them to the House. The mem-
bers of the Vermin Board endeavoured to get
from the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation
information to show the amount collected
from the agricultural and pastoral areas re-
spectively. We have not altogether suc-
ceeded, but I have a letter from the Comt-
missioner in which he has given some infor-
mation and has furnished us with particu-
lars of the assessed values for the year ended
the 30th June, 1927". It must be remem-
bered that the ;*aluatibn of pastoral land
has been fixed for some years ahead, and
the value of the agricultural land has been
re-assessed and has increased in value prac-
tically each year at an average of about
L2,000,000. According to the Deputy Com-
missioner oe Taxation, the rate assessment
on agricultural lands represented £2Z4,851
and the rate assessable on pastoral lands,
£9,052. It will be seen that the rate assess-
able on the agricultural lands is nearly two
and a half times as much as on the pastoral
lands. When it comes to a question of ex-
penditure, the figures are indeed interesting.
The number of dogs destroyed and paid for
at the rate of £2 per head during the last
financial year totalled 15,450. The number
of foxes destroyed and paid for totalled
:1,403, and the eagles 3,406. Dividing
those total; into the separate pastoral
and farming districts, we find that of'
the dingoes, 4,125 were killed in the farming
areas and 11,325 in the pastoral areas;,
1,235 foxes were killed in the farming areas
and 168 in the paqtors! areas; 775 eagles
were captured in the farming areas and
2.6311 in the pastoral areas. These figures
represent a total payment for the vermin in

ment in the pastoral areas totalling £23,844.
Mr. Griffiths: Just the reverse of the taxa-

tion collection!
Mr. LINDSAY: That is so. If there is

any justice in an Act that allows that sort
of thing to be done, 1 cannot appreciate it.
A little while ago the Minister for Mines
Interjected "Good old general revenue"; the
Premier also interjected "Of course, out of
general revenue." We have been paying
for dog- scalps for years without any special
taxation. In the financial year 1924-25 we
paid for S,910 dog scalps; for the financial
year 1925-26 the total dog scalps paid
for was 6,036; for the financial
year 1926-27, the total was 7,286. That
meant on an average a payment of £3,500
out of general revenue, On the other hand,
the Vermin Act Amendment Act was on a
different basis and the Government have not
paid a penny. In other words, the general
revenue of the State has benefited to that
extent, with the result that the Premier can
show a corresponding benefit in the financial
statement. For that reason I think the Gov-
ernment should meet us in some way regard-
ing the subsidy. The advisory board-it is
only an advisory board and has no adminis-
trative power-s-carried certain resolutions,
all of which have not been agreed to. At the
conference to which I have referred, there
were several motions to the effect that the
moad boards or vermin boards should be
allowed to destroy scalps. I am prepared
to say that 95 per cent, of the boards desired
that permission. It is quite easy to agree
to such a proposal, and I got on at the con-
ference nearly as well as Mr. Tindale did
when I opposed that proposal. There is no
legislation to give the boards permission to
destroy the scalps, and I pointed out that
in future the whole of the scalps must be
destroyed at head office, and the Minister
would be called upon to withdraw the per-
m*.ssion given to certain boards. The Act
states that the scalps must be destroyed in
the presence of the chief inspector. Yet the
Minister, although not in accordance with
the wishes of the vermin board, has given
permission to 14 different centres to destroy
scalps.. We say that is likely to result in our
having to pay for more scalps than is neces-
sary.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do not
know that; you are only guessing.
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Air. LINDSAY: I am not guessing about
the instance I shall quote. If the Minister
can tell me why he gave Northampton per-
mission to destroy dog scalps, I should like
to know it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Because of
exceptional circumstances.

Mr. LINDSAY: Because he was asked to
do so.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.
Mr. LINDSAY: What is the difference

between Northampton and Mullewval Why
give Northampton permission and not Mul-
lewa? if the M1inister starts by giving per-
mission to a place like Northampton, which
i9 on the railway line, where is he going to
stop? That is the point. The Mullewa dele-
gate stood up at the conference and called
me everything he could think of. He knew
that Northampton had permission and he
said not only that the v-ermin board was ham-
pering operations, but that. his district could
not get any payment ait all from the board.
When I told him wve had paid Mlullewa for
60 dog- scalps, as against 18 at Northampton,
and for 101. fox scalps, that slopped his
tirade. We had very good reasons for adopt-
ing that attitude.

The Minister for Agriculture: Permission
is granted only in exceptional circumstances.

Mr. LINDSAY: There are no exceptional
circumstances to justify permission being.,
granted to the Northampton board. Almost
every road board fin the State wanted per-
mission and we say that permission should1
not be granted. The conference agreed that
permission should not he granted. All that
we did was done to protect the farmers. I
am on the board to protect the people and
the funds. Dog scalps are worth £2 each;
they are equivalent to bank notes, and I do
not think we should put our trust in people
quite as much as that.

The Minister for Agriculture: Independ-
ently of the advice of one of your board,
I refused.

Air. LINDSAY: That was Mr. Paterson,
who agrees with me now. The reason we op-
posed the granting of permission to the road
boards was that wye had information of what
was occurring- in the other States. We are
paying out of the fund £E2 for each scalp,
which is the highest amount paid out of anyI
Goverinent fund fin Australia. Yet South
Australia paid for 32,000 dog scalps in the
year before last, while la~t year we paid for

15,000. WVhen members consider the area
of South Australia as compared with that
of Western Australia, they wvill realise that
ours is four times as large, and pastoralists
from South Australia have told us there are
more wild dogs here than in South Australia.
Yet that State is paving for more than twice
the number of dogs. The M1inister knows
that when the South Australian M inister for
Agriculture visited Perth recently, he was
considerably worried over the discrepancy
in the figures. He knew that every' Toni,
flick and Harry could draw from the fund
if the destruction of the scalps wyere per-
mnitted.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you say
that in this State every Torn, Dick and
Harry can destroy them!

Mr. LINDSAY: No.
The 'Minister for Agriculture: Do you

know that any road board or vermin board
cannot destroy them?

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes.
The Minister for Agriculture: They can

be destroyed only by a zesident magistrate
or other person appointed.

Mr. LINDSAY: There is one centre where
they may be destroyed, namely, Hall's Creek,
and there we paid for 1,741 scalps, a matter
of over £3,600.

The Minister for Agriculture: Where the
advisory board could not supervise the deo-
struction of the scalps.

Mr. LINDSAY: I admit it would be diffi-
cult to do so in a place like Hall's Creek.
buat at Northampton it iS not difficult. if
the Minister is going to give permission to
Northampton, then let him give it to every
road board in the State. I told the Road
Board Conference plainly that if it approved
of every board having pernission to destroy
scalps, I would resign from the vermin
board, thereupon the motion was with-
drawn, and it was decided to request the
Government that all the scalps he destroyed
in Perth,. Another remarkable fact is that
Queensland paid for over 40,000 dogs and
yet the adjoining State of New South Wales
paid for only 4,500. In New South Wales
the Pastoralists' Protection Board finds the
money and sees the scalps destroyed.
Queensland has an entirely different system.
I hope the -Minister will stand fast by the
Act which provides that the scalps must be
destroyed in the presence of the Chief In-
spector. I do not think the Minister has
power to give boards permission. If he de-
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sires to give boards permxission, he should
have the Act amended.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
quoting a regulation, not the Act.

Mr. LINDSAY: No, I am not; the Act
says that the scalps must be destroyed in
the presence of the Chief Inspector.

The Minister for Agriculture: Or some-
one appointed by him.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, he could appoint
the 'Minister.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
no good.

Mr. LINDSAY: The road boards agreed
to a resolution suggesting what I believe
is the only fair way of dealing with ver-
min and that is hy the imposition of a tax
on the unimproved land values of the State.
I have been told that such a tax is not pos-
sible. Yet it seems to be quite pos-
sible in other States of Australia. I
have a copy of the Victorian "Hansaxd"
of 1923. In that year the Government intro-
duced a Bill to deal with vermin and nox-
ious weeds. Later on, in the tax Bill, pro-
vision was made for a tax on unimproved
land values to provide funds for the pur-
pose. In the Victorian Assembly, there
was only one speaker, and that was
the Minister. Mr. Prendergat asked
whether the Bill was the samne as that
which had been introduced in the previous
session and, on being told that it was, the
measure was passed. The speech occupied
only half a column of "Hansard."' The Bill
was then considered by the property owners
in the Upper House, and if there was any
injustice about it, one would assume that
opposition would be raised to it there. Cer-
tainly a few members spoke on it, but their
remarks occupied not more than four pages
of "Hansard." Only one member showed
any semblance of opposition and he was a
member of the Labour Party. He suggested
that the exemption should be increased to
£500, but he did not move an amendment
to that effect and the Bill was passed by
the Upper House. I am prepared to say
there is considerably greater value in the
metropolitan area of Melbourne than in the
metropolitan area of Perth. Yet every man
who represented a metropolitan constitu-
ency in the Victorian Parliament con-
sidered the Bill from a State point of view.
Members generally realised that the meas-
ure was in the interests of the metropoli-
tan area as well as of the country and they

supported it. I maintain that we should
adopt a similar course. If a tax to control
dogs is necessary, and I believe it is very
necessary, it should be a tax on the un-
improved Land values of the State. I have
one other matter to speak ahout and that
concerns the -Minister for Railways. Our
production is rapidly increasing and the
quantity of goods carried by the railways
is expanding in much greater ratio than the
supply of tr ucks. In 1925 the Minister for
Railways, speaking in this House, said it
had been usual in the past to shift the whole
of the wheat harvest in three months of the
year, but that was not economical and in
future it was intended to spread the period
to the month of July. 1 agreed with hini,
hut stated by way of interjection that I
hoped he would not spread it too far. Last
season we had wheat on time wharf at Fre-
mantle when the new season's grain was com-
ing in, and I believe the same thing will
happen this year.

The M1inister for Railways: We could have
shifted the whole of it long ago, but those
responsible did not want it shifted.

Mr. LINDSAY: According to a Press re-
port, the Chamber of Commerce pointed ant
that there was a great shortage of railway
trucks,

TFhe Minister for Railways: Does not com-
mon sense tell you that if we could shift
350,000 bags a week in January, we could do
mnore than 150,000 bags in June? They will
not shift it; they do not want to shift it.

Mr. LINDSAY; If it is so easy to shift
large quantities of wheat to-day with the
small increase in the number of trucks, the
railways must have been greatly overloaded
in the matter of trucks in years gone by.
Since 1923-24 the increase in the number of
trucks has been 656. 1 understand they are
about 14-ton trucks.

The Premier: Some are twice as large as
those we had before.

Mr. LINDSAY: Some of the old trucks
carried 20 tons, and I think the capacity of
most of the new ones is 14 tons.

The Minister for Railways: No, it is 14
tons for a single truck.

Mr. LINDSAY: Anyhow, the report of
the Commissioner of Railways, tabled in this
House, gives the number as 656 new tucks.
In that time the tonnage carried has in-
creased from 3,023,000 to 3,697,000 tons and
the quantity of wheat carried has increased
from 511,000 to 950,000 tons. There is no
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doubt that of the 674,000 tons increase in
goods carried, wheat alone accounts for
444,000 tonls. I believe the time occupied
in shifting the harvest baa been extended too
lonig. When wheat is caried in winter time,
a good deal of damage results. Further, if it
is correct, as reported in the Press, that the
Chamber of Commerce has asked for addi.
tional truck;, they have not been supplied.

The "Minister for Railways: It is not cor-
rect.

Mr. LINDSAY: Let me sound a note of
wvarniug. I was through my electorate a
week ago arid at almost every siding stacks
of wheat were being shifted. I understand
from the Minister that he would have been
able to supply mnore trucks, hut he was not
asked for them. On the other hand, it is
not in the interests of the industry that such
a large quantity of wheat should be shifted
after Jul.

The Minister for Railways: We have sup-
plied 3,000 tarpaulins because those respon-
sible wanted to shift the wheat, and that is
more than there were in the service pre-
viously.

M1r, LINDSAY: They were very neces-
WYT.

The M1inister for Railways: But the de-
partmsent did not have that numnber pre-
viously.

Mr. LINDSAY: Does the Minister want
me to understand that there arc sufficient
trucks and that the merchants would not use
them to have the wheat carted?9

The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Mr, LINDSAY: Then the statement made

by the Chamber of Commerce -was wrong.
The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Mr. LINDSAY: If the quantity of wheat

carried has increased by 440,000 tons and
the number of trucks has been increased by
only 656, it represents a very small increase.
on the 10,000 trucks that the department had]
previously. I kno%& that the efficiency of
the department has been increased and that
greater use is being made of the trucks.

The Minister for Railways: A lot of im-
provemnents have been made.

31r_ LINDSAY: I admit that quite a lot
of improvements have been made. Still, T
think that the time for shifting the wheat
has been extended far too long.

The Minister for Railways: If we could
carry :150,000 bags at the busiest time of the
year, surely we could carry more than
1-50,000 later on.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have car-
ried all you have been asked to carry, have
you not?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.
LMr. LINDSAY: Another subject that has

already been dealt with to-night is the manu-
facture of agricultural machinery. I wish
to refer to the State Implement Works.

MJr. Thonison: It is a pity the member for
Murray-'Wellinlgton is not in his seat at
present.

Mr. LINDSAY: I wish to present some
information in a form different from that
given by the member for Katanning the
eother night. It deals with the cost
of agricultural machinery. This is not
quite a tariff mnatteii I desire to
show one of the disabilities under which
farmers in this State suffer as com-
pared with those in the other States. I
dealt with this matter some time ago when
an attempt was made to establish a branch
of the McKay works in Perth. .1 had not
the figures at the time, but am now in pos-
session of them. A McKay stripper-bar-
vester is sold in Melbourne for £170 cash,
but the price in Perth is £181, a difference
of Eli against the local farmers as com-
pared with the Victorian price. A 20-disc
drill in Melbourne costs £80, and in Perth
£88 10s. A combine l6ft. x 33ft. in Mel-
bourne costs £76 and in Perth £88 10s. It
has been said that this increase is caused
through the freight. I have told the House
that some of it is, and some is not caused
by freight. It cannot be imagined that it
will cost £11 to bring a harvester over here
from Melbourne. Nor can it be said that
it would cost £11. l~s. to freight a combine,
over. The McKay people have to build
their machines in Melbourne in order to see
that they are correctly made. They are then
partially taken down, packed in crates and
sent over here, where they are re-assembled.
We must all realise the wonderful expan-
sion that will take place in the wheat in-
dustry in Western Australia. I told Mr.
Sam McKay in Melbourne that we shall
eventually use more machinery in Western
Australia than is used in, all the rest of
Australia put together. The new man has
to buy new plant and the older settler has
to replace his old plant: for that reason
my statement is correct. The trade unions
of Western Australia, when they refused
to me'let Mr. McKay here on the ground
that he put forward, did an injustice not
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only to themselves but to the local farmers
and the people of Western Australia. I
knew that the factory representative was
coming here, for I was in Melbourne just
before he arrived and Mr. Sam M.%cKay told
me all about it. He tried to make an agree-
muent with the trade unions to give pay-
ment by results. No matter w~hat agree-
ment thle men made, wages could not be
reduced, they could only be increased. The
Arbitration Court award stands. The men
must get their weekly wage, and they could
get more provided they earned it. Mr. Sam
McKay wanted the unions to make ana
agreement to par these men by results, and
to do what lie is doing in Melbourne, where
lie is actuall -y paying them 15 per cent.
above the Arbitration Court award. It
would have been a good thing for Western
Australia and a good thing for the pro-
ducer, because we would not have had to
pay any more than 2Y2 per cent, in excess
of Melbournle prices. Hon. members have
said we have to pay the freight. Of
course we have, but on what? Not on
machinery and space, not on the build-
ing in Melbourne and the re-build-
ing here, but on iron and steel from
Newvcastle at £2 10s. a ton, and the tim-
her wherever we wanted to get it, prob-
ably our own local timber. I do not believe
it would have meant increasing the cost of
a harvester in Western Australia by E1, but
it would have meant employment in the
manufacturing industry in Western Aus-
tralia and the production of our machinery
by Western Australians, and the saving of
at least £10 on every machine to the local
f armers-

Mr. Sleeman: Evidently you do not
favour the development of our present in-
dustries.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, I do- I have sev-
eral machines on my own farm. The manu-
facturers of agricultural machinery in Aus-
tralia have done a lot for the farming in-
dustry. They have frequently improved
their implements and made them more
efficient, so that the farmers can get more
work out of them. They have done that by
following the machbinery into the paddock,
and by taking the practical knowledge of
the men who know their job. They have
not merely built machines and shoved them
on the market and thereby got a bad name.
They have not pat out any machines with-
out first testing them and trying them out,

and this is something the State Implement
Works have not done.

Mr. Sleeman: I thought you would lead
up to something like that.

Mr. LINDSAY: Some State implements
are suitable, and some are not, but gener-
ally speaking they have a bad name be-
cause so many of them are unsuitable.
Members talk about water supplies. Some-
one said to-night, ''Why do you not put
uip the matter to Earle Page?" I am put-
ting it tip to Dr. Earle Page to-morrow,
hut I am giving the matter to the House
lirst. I often ask for things in this House,
but I never get them. That does not mean
T. do not intend to ask for them again.

The 'Minister for Railways: You put up
a pact last time.

Mr. LINDSAY: I suppose I will have
to take the responsibility of part of it. It
does not matter. I get the blame for a lot
of things that others do. We arc about to
open up at large area of agricultural land

tha wll eqire water supplies. A great
many pipes will have to be bought in fut-
tire. Quite recently the Federal Govern-
muent put a 40 per cent, duty on tubular
pipes under 3 inches, although this will
not take effect until next year. I have
some figures to show what the cost will be,
provided the Barbalin water scheme in my
electorate has to pay this duty of 40 per
cent. It means that every thousand acres
of land served by the scheme will pay an
extra £8 11s, a year as rates. That is what
this duty vill do to the people.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
not put that to your own organisation?
You control the Federal Government. Mr.
Padbury boasted at Geraldton that the
Country Party had half the power in the
Federal Parliament.

Hon. G. Taylor: Hence the high freighi.
Mr. LINDSAY: I asked the Minister

for Railways some questions a little while
ago dealing with implements, and the Min'-
ister gave me his answer. I asked the ques--
tions, because two of my road boards, one
he knows well, gave me the information on
which I was able to base them. The infor-
mation was that local men who had applied
for work on a railway regrading job had
been told that they would have to sign up
at the Perth Labour Bureau before they
could get a job. I sent the replies to the
local paper in my district, and they were
published. I have been in the district since
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then. I have met men I have known for
years, who are still out of work. The or-
ganiser of the A.WIL, accompanied by an
official of the Labour Bureau, went through
my district after these questions had been
asked. They were together. The organiser
of the A.W.U. collected somec subscriptions
from these men, but they have not yet ob-
tained any work. The article from which
I will quote extracts shows that certain men
were collected at the Labour Bureau and sent
up to clear somec roads north of Bencubbin.
The road hoard secretary, the postmaster,
and other people, have taken unemployed
out 40 miles, Mnd these men have
camped there for a week but failed to
get a job, although fresh men have
come up from the Labour Bureau in Perth
and got work. One night coming from Run-
unoppin I met the man who wrote this article,
and he was with three men who earne up
and spoke to me. These were the men who
had been looking for work on the railway res-
grading and could not get it. I -was told
by the Minister for Railways that men could
register at any local labour bureau. That
may be so but registration does not mean
that a man will get aJob. The Minister
said the policy of the Government was to
pick uip the lien at the country bureaus,
and not to bring them to Perth. There is an
office at Kununoppin at the Agricultural
flank where meni can be picked up. These
meii looked for a job there, but were told
by the officials they had no power to engage
them on the railway, although that line passes
the door. Those four men met the .A.W.TT.
organiser and bought union tickets from
him, but they have not yet got a job. In
the "West Australian" of 31st July the Pre-
mier warned people against coming into the
city to look for work. The paper goes on
to say that men are still coming to Perth
looking for work, because they cannot get r:
job without a union ticket.

The Premier: Then they had better stay
in Perth to look for -work.

Mr. LINDSAY: Why do not the Govn-
ment allow these men who have lived there
for years to get a job in their own districts?

The M1inister for Railways: And so they
do.

Mr. LINDSAY: Only a few men are ever
picked up- Gangs of men have come up
from Perth and been given jobs in the coun-
try. I do know a few local men who have

been picked up on the job. I know the man
who wrote the newspaper article from which
I intend to quote. I knowv that he is speak-
ing the truth, and will vouch for the accur-
acy of his statement.

Air. Kenneally: Cannot it be taken as
read?-

Mr. LINDSAY:- From the point of view
of the bon. member, possibly it can. I am
going to say something about the A.W.1?.
and the Government Labour Bureau. I know
that the bon, member particularly-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LINDSAY: I know that members

apposite will not agree with mie, but that
does not affect my intentions. I am here to
put forward my ownk view. I do not agree
with some of the things that have been done
iii this connection. The article says-

At least tour men, since the visit of Messrs.
Tankard and Smith to Kununoppin-

These two men are joined together in this
article- One happened to he an official. of
the Labouir Bureau und the other an organ-
iser for the A.W.U. They both travelled
through my electorate together after I had
asked these questions. 1 do not know what
job the Labour Bureau man had, but I do
know the job of the A.W.U. man was to sell
union tickets. The article continues-

-have bought union tickets which they could
ill afford, believing that MAr. Trankard 's state-
ment, that unionists wvould be given first pre-
ference, was fact. They have since applied
for omployiieiit on the gangs and have re-
ceived the stereotyped answer, "'All labour
miust be engaged in Perth.''

The 'Minister for Mines: I do not believe
the-y were told that:,

Mir. LINDSAY: I say they were.
The 'Minister for M,%ines: You produce the

man who told theni.
Mr. Keuneally: The newspaper says it;

it must be true.
Mr. LINDSAY: Ani I to bring these men

from Kununoppin 7 If the Minister will go
to Kununopp in, I will take 50 men to see
him.

The M1inister for Mines: I am not dis-
puting your word that these men were told
that. hut who is the official who would tall
them that they must come to Perth in order
to get a job?

Mr. LINDSAY: The officer who engages
men for the lines. The Trayniiig Road
Board requested me to ask these questions.
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The Minister for Mines: If it could be
proved that he is in my department, he would
be out the nest day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, he would
not.

The Mlinister for Mines: He would not
be kept on live minutes.

Mr. LINDSAY: These three men I amn
talking about bought union tickets from the
organiser in Kununoppin not much more
than a week ago. They told me all about
this, I also met the man who wrote the
article. I was with him at the time. The
position is as I have stated it, and it is
well known in the district.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is rather
remarkable seeing that Tankard was endeav-
ouring to gut country men Jobs in the coun-
try.

Mr. IND SAY: He was trying to keep
his own job by selling them union tickets.

The Mfinister for Railways: That is all
very well.

ThelMinister for Agriculture: He was try-
ing to get them work.

Mr. LINDSAY: These four men all
bought union tickets: but they have not yet
got a job.

The Minister for Agriculture: He was
anxious to get the proper quota of country
jobs for the local people.

Mr, LINDSAY: The article continues-

Thev arc now worse off than before by the
price of at union ticket each.

The Premier: Who cares what a country
rag like that says T

Mr, LINDSAY: The newspaper article
continues--

Members of the Timber Workers' Union at
Jardee were much exercised last week because
a machinery breakdown was depriving thiem
of the right-to live,

The Mfinister for Lands: You are one
of the owners of that newspaper. You stand
behind it.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Minister does find
out a lot of things.

The Premier: What does anyone care
about propaganda of that sort in a country
newspaper?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not responsible for
the article, but I am prepared to make this
statement outside the House, and prove it.
The article says, too-

We are treated to the spectacle of an A.W.U.
official touring the country sorting out those

of the unlemployed in possession of union tick-
ets. Are they to get the first chance V

The inister makes tile insinuation, "You
are part-owner of the paper." What does
he mean by thatJ

The Premier: The lion, member quotes that
paper as if it were the Bible.

Mr. LINDSAY: If I were in Heaven I
would quote the Bible. I happened to be in
the place where these things happened, and
so 1 quote this paper. Why should I quote
the Geraldton newspaper or a Labour daily?
My quotations are from the journal pub-
lishied in the district where these men live.

Mry. J. H. Smith: That sort of thing ap-
plies not only in your district, but also in
the South-West.

Mr, LINDSAY: I asked certain questions.
Before I asked them, this newspaper pub-
lished an article, with which I did not deal.
The Wyaleatehem and Trayning Road
Boards wrote to mne on the subject, and there-
fore I put certain questions. I showed the
letters to the Leader of the Opposition. I
sent copies of the questions to the road
hoards, and they published them in the
Press, Since then the writer of this article
has made further inquiries, of which the re-
sult is this article. There is something more
behind it than getting a job in the Govern-
ment. Men who have been working in that
district and are now out of work find, when
there happens to be a local government job
going, that they have to join the union be-
fore they can obtain employment; and once
they join the union, they are kept track of.
What does it mean? That gradually the
farm workers are becoming members of the
A.W.U. The time is approaching, and even
near, when the farmers of this State may
expect to receive a rural workers' log. My
objection is this: we arc taxpayers of this
State, as well as hon. members opposite;
and wye represent people wvho pay the revenue
of the State, as well as hon. members op-
posite. The men I refer to are being forced
to become unionists. Government cars are
even provided for A.W.I3. and Labour Bur-
eau representatives to travel round the dis-
tricts.

Thu Minister for Railways: Oh!
Mr. LINDSAY: The Government sent this

man up to my district in a motor ear.
The Minister for Railways: Who?
Mr. LINDSAY: Well, the Labour Bur-

eau. .Metars. Ta nkard and Smith came there.
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The Minister for Railways: That was th±
A.W.U. official's motor.

Mr. LINDSAY: One of these men is anl
A.W.U. official, and the other is a Labour
Bureau official. The Labour Bureau official
should not have been there.

The Premier: The object of that official
was to try and establish branches of the
Labour Bureau in country districts to meet
the situation which has been mentioned.

The M1inister for M.%ines: He was sent there
for that very purpose.

Mr. LINDSAY. If he established a branch
of the Labour Bureau at Kununoppin, the
result is that not a man has been engaged
there. I admit that in the district I see a
great number of Southern Europeans.

The Minister for Mines: 1 bet you saw
a few in work.

Mr4 LINDSAY: It is peculiar that I saw
very few in work, the reason being, I think,
that the district is newly settled, and settled
mostly by Agricultural Buink clients, whilst
the Minister's policy is to refuse to allow
Agricultural Bank money to be paid as wages
to Southern Europeans. I believe the South-
ern Europeans are camped there in the hope,
of getting work in future. Eventually there
may be serious difficulties to contend with
as regards those Southern Europeans. If
we do not like to hare them in the country
and will not allow themn to work here, we
should repatriate them. to their own country.

The Premuier: It is not the responsibility
of this Government to look after foreigners.

Mr. LIND)SA.Y: I have dealt with various
subjects this evening, but I have not dealt
with any of the customary small requests
from my electorate. My hope, notwithstand-
ing that omission, is that Ministers will in
f uture agree, as they have always agreed
in the past, to certain requests submitted
by mne. I expect to put up quite a number
of them presently. My position is that of!
representative of the largest agricultural
electorate iii the State, in which there 6s
more new settlement going on thtan in any
other portion of Western Australia. In dis-
cussing the 3,50(0 farms scheme and new rail-
ways, members are apt to forget that there
is country north of Southern Cross as well
act sonth_

The Premier: There are some bad roads in
your electorate, too.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. Probably more than
500 of the 3,500 farms are situated in my

electorate. Three years ago I gave the House
so111e figures as to the production of the
Toodyay electorate, showing that it prodneel
a quarter of the wheat grown in Western
Australia. The quantity then was 5,000,00J
bushels. I have obtained the corresponding'
figures for the year just closed, and they,
show that Toodyay tar that year produaced
8,000,000 bushels of wheat, in addition to
other commodities, Therefore I am com-
pelled to throw myself on the mercy of the
Gov-ernment. I come to themi with so many
requests because I have at muith greater pro-
portion of the State to rclTeseflL than have
mninn oilher nimmbers. I understand it is the
O overmuneiit's intention to bring down a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. I hope that the
measure will be onl just lines, and that be-
fore it is debated an attempt will he made
to get people in outlying country districts
onl the rolls.

Onl motion by Mr. Chesson, debate ad-
journed.

H-ouse adjourned at 9.53 p.m.

lcgisatve Coaincil,
Wednesday, 15th August, 1928.

Leave of absence ..
Bis: Navigation Act Amendment, IR.

Pealing Act Amendment, it.
Wbaling, 11L. ..

Addruas.In-Rapty, sixth day.. ..

The PRESIDENT took the
p-tn., and read prayers.
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Chair at 4.31

LEAVE Or ABSENCE.

Onl motion by Hon. G, W. Miles, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
ranted to Ron. Sir Edward Wittenoom
(North) on the ground of ill-health.


