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nmost emphatic protest. We have the largest
auriferous area in Australia, and the great-
est possibilities, and we produce most of the
gold that is won in Australia. If the Gov-
ernment, because of the temporary depres-
siom in the mining industry, decide to place
the School of Mines under the Director of
Education, thus materially altering its status,
they will be showing the white feather in
regard to gold mining. If the status of the
school is to be maintained, whoever may be
in charge of it should be direetly responsible
for the Mines Department, as has been the
ease hitherto. Adelaide once had what was
admitted to be a good school of mines, kut
the institution developed into a fechnieal
school; and the status of anything of that
kind is negligible. Ballarat and Kalgoorlie
are the chief schools, and Kalgoorlie offers
special opportunities for the gaining of
practical experience both at the school and
af the mines. We should make every effort
to attain and maintain the highest standard
there, as we have done hitherto.

Hon, J. Cornell: Not an ounce of gold has
been got at Ballarat during the last five
years.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS : That does not mat-
ter from this particular aspect. It is a ques-
tion of the status of the school. 1 kmow a
former Kalgoorlie mine manager, now resi-
dent in England, who has sent his two sons
_ to study at the Kalgoorlie School of Mnes.
They are a credit to the school and to West-
ern Australia. I do hope that the paragraph
which I have read and the interpretation
which I have placed upon it will both prove
to be incorrect, and that the Government
will allow things to remain as they are. I
support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate nd-
journed.

House adjourned at 842 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.an., and read prayers.

QUESTION—-——MAIN. ROADS BOARD
SUPERVISORS.

Mr. BROWN asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that applications were called for
sapervisors for Main Roads Board by ad-
vertisement in the “Sydncy Morning Her-
ald” of 20th June, 19287 2, Was the oppor-
tunity given to men in Western Ausfralia
to apply? 3, Has any appointment been
made in response to such advertisement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. This is
a matter for the discretivn of the Main
Roads Board. 2, Yes, The Main Rooads
Board has made it generally known locally
that there are vacancies for good men. 3,
No.

QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, TARITT.

My, THOMSON (for Mr. C. P. Wans-
brough) asked the Minister for Agrieulture:
1, Is it a faet that the tarviff af State hotels
has been increased by 20 per cent. sinee the
30th June? 2, What circumstances have
arisen in connection with this branch of
State enterprise that warrants this aetion?
3, Is he aware that privately owned holels
have not increased their tariff and that the
department’s action bas added an wunjnst
impost npon ecitizens and travelling pullie
alike? 4, Will he inquire into the matter
with n view to reverting to the original
charges?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The tariff of 10s. per
day previously charged was not commen-
surate with the services rendered. 3, No;
many of the better class rcuntry hotels have
long since raised their tariffs. 4, There is
no necessity for further inquiry.
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QUESTION—STATE SAW MILLS,
DISMISSAL,

Miss HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Have any workers been
dismissed from the State Saw Mills as a
result of the depression in the timber trade
in this State? 2, What action is he talking
to ensure a continuity of employment for
the men now employed at the State Saw
Mills?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No, 2, The ontlook as regards
future business is such that it is not antiei-
pated that any of the State mills will be
cloged.

QUESTIONS (4)—RAILWAYS.
Midland and Departmental trucks.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH asked the Minis-
ter for Railways: 1, What was the number
of departmental trueks hired, or in use by
the Midland Railway Company, during the
years 1926-27, 1927287 2, What was the
number of Midland Railway Company’s
tracks hired, or in use by the department,
for the same period? 3, Were detention
charges raised ; if so, what were the amoun1s?
4, If detention charges arve not raised, what
are the conditions operaling?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Including the empty trucks returned
from the Northern district—(a) 1926-27,
16,292 trueks; (b) 1927-28, 16,958 trucks.
2, (a) 1926-27, 7,652 trucks; (b) 1927-28,
7,953 trucks. 3, Demwrage paid by the
company—(a) 1926-27, £7,811; (b) 1927
28, £16,913. Demurrage paid by the Gov-
ernment—{a) 1926-27, £0,464. (b) 1927-28,
£18141. 4, Apswered by No. 3. The exira
payments by the Government railways per
track is caused through the company’s
trucks being used on Government ’ines for
longer periods than the Government’s trucks
are used on the company’s line,

Kellerberrin Station Lighting.

Mr. BROWN (for Mr. Grifiths) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, When is the
lighting system at the Kellerberrin railway
station to be altered? 2, Is he aware that
already three serious accidents have oceurred
at might through passengers stepping into
the engine pit through the absence of lights?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, When the town supply can guar-
antee an all-night service. 2, No.

Kellerberrin Overhead Bridge.

Mr. BROWN (for Mr. Griffiths) asked
the Minister for Railways: Has he given
any further consideration to the urgent need
for an overbead railway bridge at the Keller-
berrin railway station?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The hon. member has already been
informed that there are more urgent works
than the erection of an overhead bridge at
Kellerberrin railway station,

Cunderdin Station Lighting.

Mr. BROWN (for Mr. Grifiths) asked the
Minister for Railways: Before the Estimates
are presenied will he see whether a small
sum can be put aside to provide something
hetter in the way of lighting at the Cunder-
din railway station?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied : Sufficient data is not available o re-
ply to this question, nor does ifs relative
importance demand immediate attention.
The decision will be given to the hon. mem-
her when it is available.

QUESTION—HIGH SCHOOL,
MERREDIN'S CLAIM.

Mr., BROWN {(for Mr. Griffiths) asked
the Minister for Agriculture: Before any
decision is made regarding the allocation of
money for the building of any new High
Sehoo!, will he go into the matter of Merre-
din’s claim for priority?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The claims of all eentres will receive
full eonsideration before the building of a
new High School is authorised.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier Sessional Com-
mittees were appointed as follows:—

Library Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Angelo, and Mr. Corboy.

Standing Orders Committee—Mr. Speaker,
the Chairman of Committees, Hon. W. J.
George, Mr. E. B. Johnston, and Mr. Mar-
shall.
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House Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Chesson, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Teesdale, and
AMr. Thomson,

Printing Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr. J.
MacCallum Smith, and Mr, Panton..

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifip Day.
Debate resumed from the 9th August.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [4.40]: As
usual, I have no roads and bridges matters
to bring before the House, but T shonld like
to make a few remarks, not fo much on the
Governor’s Speech as on snhjects that might
reasonably be said to arise out of it, and on
general matters of interest, at all events for
the moment. T do not share some of the
complaints levelled against the Governor's
Speech, The chief complaint, probably, is
that it is rather misleading. The very
modest pregramme of legislation set forth
at the end of the Speech is no more modest
than similar programmes in preceding
Governor's Speeches sinee I have been in
the House. I have always found in the
past that the modesty has been very
promptly abandoned when the House really
took the bit between its teeth and started
in on the work of the session. I have taken
the trouble to make a count of the measares
that have passed through Parliament in eacl:
of the fonr sessions during which I have
enjoyed the privileze of sitting in this
House. I find that in 1924 we passed 40
Aects, in 1925 we passed 54, and in 1926 wc
passed 63. Then, instead of eoming back
after the new elections full of legislative
vigour, we visibly slipped and put through
only 34 Acts. Of that mass of measures,
quite a number are neceessary and merely
formal. But during the past four years
we have certainly pnt throngh an enarmons
volume of legislation. Tf 1 felt sure that
the forecast c¢ontained in the Governor's
Speech, namely, that we were going to deal
with only seven matters this session, if T
could feel that that was to be accomplished
I, for the first time since being here, wounld
feel inelined to offer the CGovernment my
hearty eongratulations. I submit, and I think
the Premier and many other members will
agree that if we did confine ourselves to legis-
lation dealing only with those sever matters,
and the other necessary legislation that has to
be passed every session, I believe we wonid
produce seven very good measures indeed—
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assuming that they dealt with subjects that
ought to be legislated upon, and that the.
prineiple in each measure nade for the
henefit of the community as a wha'e. At
any vrate, we would give matur: and
thorough consideration to the prirciples of
the Bills considered, and would be anle to
thrash out the details very comprehensively
in Committee. I believe that 1f zession by
session we confined ourselves to a small

numhber of Bills and dealt with them
thoroughly and exhaustively, the vesult

would be to the benefit of the people of
Woestern Australia and of the State in
general. Wao have far too many laws. Every
person is supposed to know the law. The
plea of ignorance of the law is not accepted
in a conrt of law.

Hon. W. J. George: How many Acts of
Parliament have we now?

Mr. DAVY: T do not know, but T should
say about 75 per eent. foo many. Tf T may
he pardoned for heine personal to wmyself,
I may sav I had an illuminating experience
a little while ago, when engazed in a case
in eourt. The Act upon which the case was
brought was an anecient statute of William
and Mary, dealing with the rights of a land-
lord to claim treble the amount of damages
where a pound hreach had been committed.
In the course of the argument in the court
I had to admit that. on mv contention of
the proper construction of that statute, it
was a very harsh statnte, and might work
harshly in a certain set of eireumstances.
T said T thought that Parliament, if it were
fully apprised of the fact that the Act was
in existence, would probably very quickly
amend it. Very jusily a well-known journal
made a comment about me, saying “Here is
Davy, who talks like this. He is a lawyer
and has also been in Parliament for four
vears, but he has made no attempt to alter
this harsh law.” The answer is, and 1 con-
fess it without shame, that T had net the
foggicst notion that this piece of legislation
was in existence until I happened to under-
take this particular action on behalf of a
client. If a man who has devoted a eertain
amount of time te the study of the law. and
endeavours to specialise in it, does not know
the Aects in existence, or their sections, with-
out looking them up or having them looked
up for him in each ease, what chance has
the ordinary citizen of knowinz them? We
do not draw the line at that. Tn addition
to a mass of statutes that we put upon the
hoaks every year, we are pouring out regula-
tions week by week and month by month.
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I have protested ever sinece I have been in
the House that we are not doing our duty
in this Parliament when we permit important
matters to be dealt with by regulation that
ought to be the function of this Honse.
Some members on the opposite side of the
House have agreed with this view. The
Minister for Works has expressed his entire
agreement with that viewygoint, and yet the
thing goes on. We had a special session
recently fo deal with one agreement. The
most drastic elavses I have ever seen en-
abling regulations to be made were included
in that Bill. T believe those clauses to hc
almost unprecedented. So it goes on! The
mensures that are brought down are really
only skeletons, the flesh and blood being
added by departmental officers by way of
regulations. I say now, as I did oofore,
that it is wrong, and leads fo an exiensinn
of the powers which Parliament has
given to the execytive, and makes the task
of the ovdinary ecitizen incrensingly hard,
when he is endeavouring to fulfil his duties
as a citizen, to know the law and obey it. I
wish to make one or two remarks on the
question of State finanees. I do not pre-
tend to be anything like an expert in that
matter. I do not know who is an expert in
State finances. The more I see of them, the
more convinced I am that they are con-
structed and presented in a manner quite un-
like that which any business man uses in
handling his business affairs, The Premier
has this year presented a statement fo the
public in which he shows that he has sus-
tained a deficit of £26,466. and this, he has
told us, he regards, in all the eircumstances,
as a very satisfactory result. Tt may be sat-
isfactory tno him, but if so it must be that
different methods have been adopted in
achieving the result from those adopted in
securing the smal{ surplus of the previous
vear. I submitted last year that the small
surplus of £22,000 was obtained by certain
entries in the statement of reeeipts and
expenditure which ought not to have ap-
peared in those two columns. I referred
in partieular, and my honourable leader also
did, to two particularly large sums. The
first was the failure to pay interest and
sinking fund which amounted to £154,000
—I think at the time the matter was de-
bated it was called in round figuves £150,000
—and there was also the faet that the
revenug had benefited by charging to the
cheap money the loan at the full rate per
cent,, and paying out only the cheap rate of
1 per cent., resulting in a benefit to revenue
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of £103,000., When these two figures were
placed before the Premier a year ago he
answered the claim that the interest and sink-
ing fund had not besn paid, amounting to
£150,000, by saying that although it had been
credited to revenue, it had nevertheless gonc
out on the other side, being debited to a sus-
pense fund to meet losses on group settle-
ment. If that were so, no great exception
could be taken to the procedure. The money
would still be available in case the Finan-
¢ia]l Agreement did not become law, and in
the end the interest and sinking fund for
that vear had to be paid. We find from the
Auditor-General’s report that this was not
done, that the setting aside of the £150,000
was not as against interest and sinking fund,
but as against the £103,000 which was the
benefit derived by the proeess of charging
to loan 5 or 6 per cent., and debiting re-
venue only with the 1 per eent. on the cheap
money. I do not know that it matters very
much, but the fact of the matter is that on
the reeeipt side last year the revenne did
benefit by £154,000, and by £103,000, making
a total of £257,000. In this matter I amn
ignoring all other sums, As against that,
there was a sam put inte suspepse to meet
losses on group settlement. T submitted a
year ago, and I submit again, that as far as
the Premier’s statement of revenue and ex-
pendifure was a means of enlightening the
public, and enabling them to disseet the
figures, it did not show whether our finanees
were really improving or not, and the state.
ment was therefore of no value whatever
from that point of view. I am not in the
position at the moment to say that similar
things were done in this year’s account, lut
if they have been done 1 say that this state-
ment of revenue and expenditure is of mno
value whatever as a means of enlightening
the general public as to our true financial
position. The Premier the other night de-
seribed the Auditor-General’s report as be-
ing, after all, “the mere pointing out of
technicalities,” If ithe Auditor-General's
funetions are merely to point out techni-
calities, I suggest he is not performing his
duty. He is paid, I think, a salary of over
£1,000 a year, and has a fairly large staff,
He is appointed under a special Aet of Par-
liament by Parliament to represent Parlia-
ment and the people in checking the ex-
penditure of money by the Government, He
is not a Government servant. He is there ns
the watchdog of the public on behalf of the
publie to ecbeck the expenditure from the
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public purse by the Government. If his
annual report is to be brushed aside as “a
mere pointing out of technicalities,” the
sooner we get rid of him the better.

The Premier: It would interesi the hon.
member to look back through Auditor-
General’s reports over the last 20 years or
s0. He wouid find a eontinual repetition of
the same things. It has been so ever sinece
I have seen such reports.

Hon. G, Taylor: But not such glaring
€ases.

Mr. DAVY: No doubt in many cases the
Auditor-General will point out what is a
purely technical breach of the law, but his
duty is to point out something more than
that. I see in the report he has presenteil
to us for the year ended 30th June, 1927,
that he has pointed out things that are not
mere technieal breaches of the law. XNo
one who looks at page G of the report, and
really thinks what it means, ean possibly
say thal he is merely pointing out a tech-
nical defect when he is dealing with migra-
tion money at 1 per cent. He indicates that
we are getting millions of money and spend-
ing it, and that we are putling this inlo
what I think the member for Menzies de-
scribed as a jam tin, QOut of that jam tin
we are taking 5 or 6 per cent., depending
on the rate which varies from 434 per cent.
to 614 per ecnt., and putting it inte revenue,
und swelling revenue by it. On the other
side we are taking out of revenuve 1 per cent.
only. The Auditor-(General says there is no
authority for such a thing. He is a very
polite man, I submit {that the mere point-
ing out of that shows sufficiently that he is
not dealing with a mere technicality., It may
uot be his function to condemn the prac-
fice, because he never condemns anything.
He merely brings these things under our
notice, T suggest that if the Anditor-General
had been the aunditor of a public eompany
and had set forth these faets of criticism,
he wonld have given, uz audilors of public
companies do, a pretty fair rap over the
knuckles to the directors of the company
for doing these things. He points out that
by this process of charging o loan the full
rate of iuterest and debiting the revenue
merely by 1 per cent., the estimated gain—
it is jmpossible to get very near it—during
1023-24, the first vear of office of the Pre-
mier, was £19,000, the next year it went
up 1o £20,000, the following year to nearly
£60,000, and last year it was £103,405, It
is impossible to find out what has been done
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this year. If the inerease has gome up pro-
portionately, 1 venture to say that for the
year ended 30th June, 1928, the gain to rev-
enue from this process has probably been
nearly £150,000. I do not know, bot I sug-
gest this is probably so. I eun hardly think
t_he Premier himself will say now that the
ncrease of revenue by this proeess allows
one to judge fairly as to what our revenne
is by comparison with previous years, L
do not believe he will say now that it helps
to enable the public to know esactly what
the position is. My sabmission is that if
this year's revenue has benefited by this pro-
wess to the extent of £150,000, our statement
of revenue and expenditure ought to have
set oul not thut we have a deficit of £24,000,
but that we have a true defieit of that
amount plus £150,000. Surely the people
of Western Australia ought to know the
pusition so that they can face it. I do not
propose fo resuscitate the argnment that we
have been having with the Premier over this
one-third reduction of taxation, and what
it as been worth to him. He says he has
lost on ihe fransaction, The Premier was
pleased 1o describe himself and his ecol-
leagues the other night as plain blunt men.
I am not going to agree for one minute that
the Premier is a plain man. I do not think
ke is at all plain. Further, I will not agree
that he is a blant man, if by “blunt” the
hon, gentleman meant the oppasite to aente.
But if the Premier really believes that in
giving away a third of something it is diffi-
enlt to estimate what one has lost, then L
agree that the Premier can, il necessary,
at least simulate bluntness in that sense of
the word; There can be no question about
the thing. The I’remier has said that in-
come tax collections totalled £323,000, and
that that amonpnt of £323,000 is what he
got through reducing income tax by one-
third. Let use pause there for a minute.
“One-third"” does not mean one-third of the
rate, because those of wus who are fortunate
enough to have to pay income tax know ex-
actly how the assessment comes. It sets
forth the assessed income, and then sets
forth the tax, and finally says, “less one-
third of the tax.” Repeating that process
in every assessment made in Western Aus-
tralia means that the Premiler gets exactly
two-thirds of whatever he would have got if
the one-third had not been knocked off. This
vear, he says, he got £323,000, That sum
is exaetly one-third less than he would have
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got if he had not given away the other
third, in which case I make the amount he
would have received £4584,000. That is to
say, by giving away a third the Premier
lost the sum of £161,000. Snbiracting that
amount from £200,000, one gets, near
cnough, £38,000 that he has made on the
transaction.

The Premier: Does not signifieance al:tac‘:
to the fact that I got considerably less from
income tax than T got in past years?

Mr, DAVY: It is a distressing fact, be-
cause I myself have heard the Treasurer
say that the amount of income tax eollected
is, other things being equal, a pretty fair
index of the prosperity of the eoun-
try. I agree that the Premier, other things
being equal, is receiving a great deal
less from income tax than he received in the
past. During the preceding year, at the
same rate of tax with one-third off, he re-
eeived £345,000 from income tax. Last year
he got only £323,000, showing the reduction
of £22,000.

The Premier: I do not think the hon. mem-
ber really believes that taxpayers are getting
fewer or that the amonnt of taxation is get-
ting less.

Mr. DAVY: I do not know what to be-
lieve, but the fact remains that during the
last three years income tax collections have
been going down. Unless there is some other
factor to explain the decrease, a factor I do
not know anything about, it might be due,
as the Premier sunggested recently, to more
businesses being formed info companies.
That factor, however, would not be sufficient
to explain the decrease.

The Premier: That process has been going
on for many years.

Mr. DAVY: I do not want to be dogmatic
about this, although I feel inelined to dogma-
tise, but it is clear to me, and I think to any-
body who cares Lo look at the figures, that
the Premier has gained by the sacrifice of
one-third of the income tax for £200,000, and
that last year his gain amounted to £38,000
odd. T suggest the trouble is that income
tax collections have been dropping, drop-
ping seriously, during the last three or four
years.

The Premier: Why should that have been
so during four years of inecreasing harvests
and therefore of increasing incomes to the
farmers?

Mr. DAVY: I do not know, but 1t is so.
Without any deduction of the one-third at
all to elond the issue, returns from ineome
tax have dropped £22,000 between the pre-
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ceding year and the year which has just
closed That is not denied; one cannot get
away from it. Until four or five years ago
income tax collections were increasing
steadily every year. There ¢an be no com-
plication about ihe reduction of one-third
during that period.

The Premier : It is worth remembering
that in some years the arrears brought in
are much heavier than in other years.

Mr. DAVY: That may be, but the other
day the Premier tried to explain how it was
that he did not seem to get on as well as he
might have, and the explanation was that
there ought to have been an increase in
income tax collections and that there always
had been an inereape previously.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr. DAVY: Suddenly, three years ago,
instead of an increase we had a decrease, and
that deerease has gone on year by year. I
am not saying for a moment that there may
not be an explanation of if. Because of this
I do not wish to suggest that our present
prosperity, in which we all believe, does not
exist; but I do say that the decrease is an
alarming feature which wants some thought
and investigation. It is alarming that the
upward trend of income tax collections has
been turned into a downward trend.

The Minister for Lands: That is due to
people forming themselves into companies
and so0 escaping income tax.

Mr, DAVY: Possibly that is the position,
but that process has been going on year im,
year out.

The Minister for Lands: It is inereasing.

Mr. DAVY : If it can be shown that during
the last three or four years there has been an
enormous inerease in dividend duty as op-
posed to income tax, that might be the ex-
planation; but I do not think there has been
any marked increase in the tendeney to turn
private shows into companies. It has gone
on steadily for the last 20 years, perhaps
slowly increasing. At any rate, I wounld be
interested to bear what is the trne explana-
tion, if there is any Now I wish to make
one or two remarks upon the Main Reads
Board, in particular connection with the
Canning-road. I believe the Premier himself
recentiy admitted that the whole businesy in
connection with the making of that road dis-
closes something almost catastrophie. The
length of road—I am not sure whether it is
eight miles or ten miles——

The Premier : Something between eight
and nine miles.
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Mr. DAVY: Let us put the length at nine
miles. We do not know exactly how much
has been spenf, but the total is about
£133,000. On last year's Loan Estimates we
were asked to vote a sum of £133,000 to
meet the expenditure on this road. Whether
all that amount has been spent or not I do
not know, but it is admitted by the Gov-
ernment, and in fact by everybody, that the
road has cost a scandalously large amoant
of money, utterly unwarranted and exhibit-
ing some highly serious lack of management
or incompetence on somebody’s part. We
know that the road is not yet finished, and
that it is not a road of remarkable constrve-
tion. It looked very nice before the winter
came and the motor cd¥s started to splash
into the bushes, but at the same time it is
not a road of concrete foundations or of a
wood-block surface. It is an ordinary stoue-
formation road of not very remarkable
quality. I do not know for what length,
but I do know that for an appreeciuble ex-
tent—I will not say more than that—the
foundations of that road are limestnne,

Mr. Sleeman: I think vour information is
bad.

Mr. DAVY: I will guarantee it, though I
did not see the limestone put in, It eame
under my notice professionally that that was
the position, because I acted for a man
who had a contract for the supply of lime-
stone. As a matter of faet, it was for
“eapstone as per sample.” The sample was
not eapstone as represented, but limestone;
and limestone was what the man delivered,
and limestone was put into the foundations.
For what length I cannot say, but I can
guarantee that the man Jelivered limestene
there and that it was pu$ into the founda-
tions of that road.

The Premier: For a short distance at
the Fremantle end, T believe.

Mr. Sleeman: For a few feet, more likely.

Mr. DAVY: I think it will be found to be
a great deal more than a few feet, Section
4 of the Main Roads Act passed by this
Parliament provides that the hoard shall
consist of three members, who shall he from
time to time appointed by the Governer,
and that two members of the board shall be
engineers qualified by training and experi-
ence in modern road-making. The third is
to be a skilled administrator. Section 12
provides that every assistant engineer, in-
spector, and other officer shall exercise and
discharge all his respective powers and dutfies
under this Act and in all things be subject to
the direction and eontrol of the board. We
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are fold that justice has been done or ven-
geance satisfied for this appalling catas-
tropke hecanse one subordinate engineer has
ceased to be in the service, which of course
is the euphemistic way of saying that he has
got the sack.

The Premier: He was a pretty highly
placed man.

Mr. DAVY: He was ¢ne of the persuns
with regard to whom it is provided by the
Act that in the exeroise and discharge of his
powers and duties he shall in all things be
subject to the direetion and control of the
board.

Hon. W. J. George: If this man made a
muddle, what were the board doing?

Mr. DAVY: I am just tvying to make that
peoint. 1 am not howling for the inembers
of the Main Roads Board to be hurg from
lamp posts; but, at the same time, when two
skilled engineers and one highly skilled sd-
ministrator are appointed to the board, one
might ezpect them, on the first big job they
have, to make some sort of attempt to stand
up to their responsibilities, and to Le brave
cnough to aceept the blame and not have it
put on one of their subordinate officials,
who was under their control and direction.

The Premier: Even Hemer nodded some-
times.

Mr. DAVY: Of course; but Homer, so
far as I am aware, was not paid a large
salary to refrain from nodding. Neither
was he ever deseribed as highly skilled until
he had proved himself, and that was hun-
dreds of years later.

The Premier: Seven cities claimed to be
his birthplace. I am afraid no city will
claim to be the birthplae: of the board.

Mr. DAVY: I am afraid not. My point
is that the whole object of this scheme was
to give the public confidenee that the large
sums of money to be spent would be spent
under careful supervision, and not be wastad.
T suggest to the Premier that this House is
entitled to a great deal more information
than merely the faet that retribution for
this ghastly failure has been achieved
through one subordinate official having now
left the serviee.

Hon., G. Taylor: Always there is someone
who has to be the seapesoat!

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the request
by the Road Board Conference, wkich sat
the other day, for a Royal Commission to
inquire into some of the activities of the
board, was not quite as silly as the Premier
guggested.
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The Minister for Mines: Conference can-
celled that decision the next day!

Mr. DAVY: I suggest that the request
was not so silly in view of the fact that one
subordinate officer only has ceased to be em-
ployed in the Public Service. It would be
advisable for inquiries io be made as to
why this particular piece of road has cost
such a fabulons sum of money. I desire to
refer particularly to one other subjeet he-
fore I conclude my remarks, It was touched
upon by the Leader of the Couniry Party,
and I wish to refer to another phase of
the same problem. The Leader of the Coun-
try Party dealt with some foree, I think,
with the results that are achieved by the re-
striction of the number of apprentices in
Western Australin, He pointed ouf that the
opportunity for boys joining professions or
callings other than unskilled oceupations,
was being seriously restricted by the limita-
tion of apprentices to the number of jour-
neymen in trades or callings. Cf course,
we can understand why journeymen do not
desire o large number of apprentices in
their particular trades. The more appren-
tices admitted, the greater will be the com-
petition to be encountered in the future. If
it is desired to keep a tight cerporation

Mr. Kenneally: Like the lawyers have.

Mr. DAVY: I thought the hon. member
would say that! But he may not know that
the lawyers are generous enough to pay
out of their own pockets a sum of £500 a
vear towards the edneation of people who
eannot afford to get their legal training in
any other way. The member for East Perth
(Mr. Kenneally) has not kept himself an
fait with those developments.

Mr. Kenneally: Where do the lawyers
pay that?

Mr. DAVY: The hon. member has not
bheen marching with the times. That amount
is paid here to the University of Western
Australia under an Aci of Parliament. The
lawyers voluntarily undertook to tax them-
selves in order to provide that money.
Gibes such as that the lon. membrr made
against lawyers should he left alone, fer,
as in thiy instanee, they signally fail.

Mr. Kenneally: The lawyers have one of
the strongest unions in the Commonwealth.

Mr. DAVY : That gibe has come from the
eross benches ever since I have been in this
House. ‘I say again emphatieally that there
is nothing even slightly resembling a union
about the lawyers. The suggesiton of
keeping up fees or not agreeing to
work for less than a certain amount,
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is not true. Unlike any other section
of the community, the luwyers have their
fees fixed by law, which says that they shall
not charge more than a certain amount.

The Minister for Lands: The law is gen-
erous to lawyers.

Mr. Kenneally: The law sets out the maxi-
mopm a worker can get,

Mr. DAVY: The law does not say any-
thing ot the kind. The law preseribes the
minimwn that ean be paid to a worker.
T admit that the minimum eertainly has a
tendeney to become the maximum, but it
cannot be suggested that there are not many
workers in Western Australian who are get-
ting more than the minimum preseribed
wage. I am prepared to produce a great
number of names of men who are pitid move
than the preseribed minimum, and I ean
produce them at short notice,

Mr. Kenneally: Can rhe hon. member
deny that charges as between solicitor and
client have to be paid, though they are in
exeess of what should ordinarily be charged?

Mr. DAVY: I wish the hon, member
would gzet his information where it +will
be accurate. Should the lion. member have
the misfortune to require the services
of a lawyer, and be dissatisfied with the bill
of costs that lawyer may present to him, the
hon, member can go to the Supreme Court
and have the Bill taxed by an official of that
court.

Mr. Kenneally: But he will have to pay
what the lawyer charges just the same.

Mr. DAVY: The hon. member ig getting
deeper and decper into the mire! He will
not have to pay what the lawyer says; all
he will have to pay will be the amount that
the Master of the Supreme Court says that
he shall pay, in accordance with the law.

Mr. Kenneally: Exactly!

Mr. DAVY: If the amount fixed by the
Master is less than that shown in the bill he
receives from the lawyer, the member for
East Perth will have to pay only the amount
fixed by the Master. I thought that was
eommon knowledge.

Hon. G. Taylor: After all, this is merely
another instance of the difference between
East and West!

Mr. DAVY : I wishtomake one other point
hefore coneluding my remarks. T am not
dealing with the question of apprentices;
I want to carry the argument further than
that. In speaking along these lines, I am
not doing so by way of eriticism; it has noth-
ing to do with the Government. I want hon.
members to help me in thinking just where
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we are getting to. Two or three years ago
we passed the Arbitration Act Amendineni
Act. Under the provisions of that amending
legislation, we included a proposal that I
believe was unanimously favoured by this
House. The object of that provision was to
gecure the deelaration of the basic wage
each year. In the circumstances, that seemed
a sensible cowrse to adopé. After some dis-
cussion, we agreed to that provision without
any opposition in this House, and I do not
think any serious objection was taken to it
in the Legislative Couneil. Since then the
amended Act has been in operation. When
the community as a whole has become com-
pletely industrialised, when every type of
employee is embraced in o union, and when
every employee is covered by an award or
an agreement, then we will arrive at a pe-
culiar situation. When that time comes, a
man, should he reach the age of 21 years,
and still be unskilled, will die unskilled. That
is what faces this community. If you will
pardon me, Mr. Speaker, for taking you as
an example, I would point out that if you
had been a bit younger in the present days,
you could never have become a lawyer, be-
canse obviously a man who enters a lawyer's
office or any skilled trade at the age of 21
years, cannot expect to be paid £4 5s. a week.
Without reflecting upon you, Sir, I do not
think that even you would suggest you were
of much use in the office of the practitioners
to whom you were articled during the first
year or two. Certainly you could not hawve
been worth to them £4 5s. a week, if you were
worth anything. With the resul{ that we
see from this system, it is apparent that if
we do not agree to some alteration of the
law to meet the objections that can be raised
it will simply mean that if a man reaches
the age of 21 years and is still unskilled, he
will have to end kis days as a failure or be
an entirely unskilled worker.

The Minister for Lands:
the position mow.

Mr. DAVY: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: And it has al-
ways been so,

Hon, G. Taylor: Not quite so, but it will
be.

Mr. DAVY: Of course it has not been
so, and was not so until the arbitration sys-
tem was built up under which we fixed the
wages that people should receive according to
their ages.

The Minister for Lands:
experience.

That is largely

That is not my
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Mr. DAVY: Probably economic pressure
may make it difficult for & man to enter a
trade after he reaches a certain age. Per-
baps he may get married and have the batfle
of life before him. If this tendency is ear-
ried to its logical conclusion, we must look
forward to any boy who reaches the age of
21 years, being absolutely settled for enter-
ing any skilled trade or profession. My view
has always been that the best ideals of de-
mocracy were to provide every persen with
an opportunity to take that position in the
social and economic life of the community to
whick his abilily and character fitted him.
That is the whole trend of demoeracy. My
point is that this artificial ruling that men
shall be paid a certain wage on reaching the
age of 21 years is really one that hampers
the march of progress, We should be very
careful regarding the fendency in that
direction. ’

ME. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.25]: It is
not my intention to delay the House at any
great length, I am afraid my speech will
be merely a repetition of my previous
Address-in-reply speeches during the past
few years. On those occasions I ex-
pressed the desire that certain works should
be undertaken in my clectorate and I am
sorry to admit that even now those works
have not been attended to.

The Premier: I see they arec going to
bring a deputation down.

Mr. BROWNXN: Yes T will see the
Premier about that in due course. Regard-
ing the finaneial position, I listened with
pleasure to the Premier deliver his Budget
speech Jast year when he predicted a sur-
plus of £14,000. Unfortunately that did
not materialise and on the contrary, we had
a deficit of £26,000.

Mr. Teesdale : But now we have found
oil!

Mr. BROWNX: It is not much use harp-
ing on the deficit of £26,000, whick, after all,
is not very much; but in view of the pros-
perity enjoyed hy tiie State, we naturally
assumed that the Premier’s eslimate would
be realised. I thought at the time, and I
am still of the opinion, that when the
Premier decided to reduce the income fax
by 334 per cent., it was an astonishing
thing for a Labour Government to reduce
taxation of that deseription. It simply
meant playing into the hands of the larger
firms. I know that to-day very few farmers
are paying income tax.
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The Minister for Raitways: Have a look
at the returns!

Mr, BROWN : By reducing the inecome
tax by 33153 per cent., pnot many farmers
benefited because not many pay income tax
at all.

The Premier: erhaps that is the reason
why,

Mr. BROWN: The relief given by the
Government mean: assisiance fo those in re-
ceipt of hig dividends and {o shareholders
who do not live in Western Australia at all.
However, it is pleasing to know that the
deficit was as small as £26,000. The pro-
spects for the coming year are very good,
and I hope that we shall have a surplus next
vear. 1f that is so, T trust the Premier will
be able to give some recognition to the re-
quests that country members have to make
to him. :

Mr. Teesdale: Give them a few railways.

Mr. BROWN: We talk about our great
resources, but the greatest of them all is to
be found in the agrieultural industry. T
have no definite figures. but I am sure that
the valne in money of the exportable goods
produced hy the agrieultaral indnstry
reaches very high fizures. Por instance, the
exportable valne of the wheat we produce
is ahout £7,000,000, whereas that of wool is
£4,000,000.

Mr. Teesdale: And now we will have oil.

Mr. BROWN: Prices have been good and
they are likely to continue, which will mean
that the demand for our wool will be greater
still during the next two or three years. The
population of the world is increasing and
therefore the demand for wool for clothing
will be increased. In Western Australia the
position is favonrable, and the Premier dealt
with that "phase when he referred to the
rapid increase in our production of wheat
and sheep. If the 3,500 farms materialise,
as I have no doubt they will, beeanse the
land is there, the production of wheat in
Western Australia will he greatly inereased.
In fact it is predicted that in the near future
Western Australia will be producing be-
tween 50 and 60 million bushels of wheat.

Member: More.

Mr. BROWN: That is quite likely. When
the 3,500 new farms are in full working
order, they should produce an immense
«uantity. The settlers on those blocks will
have to depend entirely on wheat. Tt will
be a considerable time before they will be
able fo fence their holdings and provide
water in order to run sheep. Consequenfly,
their work will result in great quantities of
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wheat being available for export and the
revenue of the State will benefit as well.

Hon. G. Taylor: There will be some road
board conferences then.

Mr. BROWN: Let me refer to the cost
of producing wheat. The question has
occasioned a goud deal of controversy re-
cently. Articles have appeared in the news-
papers to the effect that wheat is actually
heing produced at a loss. I do not think
that is so, but ¥ am convinced that there is
not a great deal of profit in wheat growing,
The price of wheat is falling. At the sid-
ings it is on'y about 4s. a bushel, and taking
into consideration that the State average is
only about 11 bushels, the average return
is only 44s. per acre. I question whether
there is much profit in wheat growing at
that price. Nevertheless neressity compels
men to make a living at something, and those
acenstomed to farming pursnits will natur-
ally produce as much as they can,

Hon. 6, Taylor: Mixed farming at that.

Mr. BROWN: Tt is impossible to earry
on other than mixed farming, though T
realise that a new settler eannet earry sheep
until he has provided water and fencing.

The Premier: T am geiting a bit econ-
cerned ahout this.

Mr. BROWNXN: The tariff is a bugbear to
the farmers, but being a Federal mmatter it
has nothing to do with this Parliament. The
farmer’s tools of trade, the implements he
requires in order to produce the wheat, are
altogether too dear. Some member may feel
inclined to retort that the farmer of to-day
is operating under conditions entirely dif-
ferent from those that prevailed in the in-
dustry 25 or 30 years ago. I admit that.
On the modern farm we find big machinery
doing the work. There may be secn one man
working a tractor and another working a
drill. 1 know of two men who this season
have put 1,000 acres under erop. Such a feat
was impossible 25 years ago when the work
of cropping had to be done with a small
team. Owing to the high cost of imple-
ments, bags, labour and freight an aver-
age of 11 bushels per aere leaves little for
the farmer himself. For that reason not
foo many farmers are paying income tax.
A heavy duty is imposed on harvesting
machinery in order to eneourage its manufae-
ture in Ausiralia. Apart from the State Im-
plement Works, we have no implemen{ fac-
{ories in this State. The other night I learnt
that, whereas some little time ago the State
Implement Works employéd 600 men, only
half that number are employed to-day.
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Hon. G. Taylor: And they are turning
out more work now than when they had the
600 men.

Hon. W. J. George: The manager, Mr.
Shaw, says that by putting the works in
proper order, he got more work with fewer
men.

Mr. BROWNXN: If that is a fair sample
of our Government eoncerns, I am afraid
some investigation of them is necessary.

Hon. W. J. George: That was 12 years
ago, when I became Minister.

Mr. BROWN: There is something radi-
cally wrong with the implements turned
out by the State works.

Mr. Sleeman: What is wrong?

Mr. BROWN: The farmers have not
taken kindly to the State implements.

Mr. Sleeman: And they do not want
to.

Mr. BROWN: There must be something
wrong with them; otherwise how could H.
V. McEay manuofacture a machine in Vie-
toria, pay the freight on it to Western
Australia, and almost undersell the loeally
made machine?

Mr. Sleeman:
with jam.

Mr. BROWN : But farming machines are
not being sold for a mere song. Jones, the
jam maker was able to send his jam here
and undersell the local manufacturers, but
that does not apply to farming machinery.

Mr. Sleeman: What is wrong with the
State machinery?

Mr, BROWN:
the farmers,

Mr, Clydesdale: Bui why?

Mr. BROWN: The machine is not doing
its work.

Mr. Withers: The principal reason is that
it is a local article.

Mr. Lindsay: Tt is not satisfactory.

Mr. BROWN: There must he something
wrong, or farmers would not pay the higher
price, plus the freight, for a machine from
the Eastern States.

Mr. Clydesdale: As a farmer’s repre-
sentative, you should know what is wrong.

Mr, BROWN: I have told the hon. mem-
ber what is wrong; the machine will not
do satisfactory work. I believe that
ploughs, harrows, rollers, ete., turned out
by the State Implement Works are giving
gatisfaction, but not the harvesting maehin-
ery. T do not wish to decry the manage-
ment of the works, bnt perhaps the staff

The same thing was done

It is not popular with
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has been eut down to such an extent that
suggestions are not being obtained from the
farmers, When McEays or Bagshaws
supply a machine, a representative of the
agents follows it to the farm soon after-
wards and is open to receive any suggestion
that the farmer has to make. That is not
done by the State Implement Works. If
a man buys a State machine and it does
not give satisfaction, he throws it out and
that is the end of it, and the management
of the works knows nothing about it. If
a manufacturer has a machine to put on the
market, he must follow it into the field and
be ready to listen to suggestions from users
of the machine,

Mr. Lindsay: That is the whole point.

Mr. BROWN: I rogret that the imple-
ment works are not turning out machines as
they should be doing.

Mr, Sleeman: You are not looking very
sorry abong it.

Mr. BROWN: I would rather buy a
machine of local manufactuve than send
my money to the Eastern States. The other
day I asked a lectnrer on behalf of H. V.,
McKay why we should be sending so much
money to the Sunshine people for machin-
ery instead of their erecting the necessary
works locally. The answer was that the
labour conditions in Western Australia mades
it impossible to bnild the machines here.

Hon. G. Taylor: That's the stuff to give
them!

Mr. Clydesdale: Is that the reason why
the farmers buy them?

Mr. BROWN: He added that there was
a spirit of eo-operation amongst the em-
ployees in the Sunshine factory and that
every man was contented. By ec-operation
I take it he meant that a honus was paid
to every employee.

Hon, W. J. George: Employces should he
honest in their work withont heing specially
paid for honesty.

Mr. BROWN : And he said the labour con-
ditions in Western Australia would not allow
them to adopt that system here.

Mr. Sleeman: Is that right?

Mr, BROWN : T should like to see a spirit
of co-operation introduced here. We are
told that no trouble exists between emplov-
ers and unions in the United States. Fvery
man there works under a system of co-opera-
tion and henefits az a result.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you believe the ~ondi-
tions are at fault?
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Mr. BROWX: We are told that the wages
ruling in American factories are higher than
those paid in Australia.  That being so,
there must be something radically wrong it
American manufacturers ean pay excessive
freights and heavy duties and nader-sell Aus-
tralian-made machines.

Mr, Sleeman: You would not like the Pin-
gelly people to send to Perth for their
blacksmithing. .

Mr, BROWN : If the local blacksmith en-
deavoured to charge twice as much as the
job was worth, people naturally would send
their work elsewhere, The Country Party
believe in a revenus tariff, but I consider
that the payment of a bounty would be more
equitable. If a bouniy were offered for the
manutacture of certain articles, the whole
of the people would assist to pay it, because
it would be in the interests of the State to
establish a flourishing indusiry. By impos-
ing a heavy duty on machinery, only onec
class of the community is penalised, namely,
the elass that uses it.

Mr. Mann: There is no duly on McKay's
puchinery.

Mr. BROWN: No.

Mr. Mann: Then what are you compluin-
ing about?

Mr. BROWN: My complaint is that when -

the tariff was increased, McKay's put up
their prices accordingly.

Hon. G. Taylor: You should save that
speech until the Federal Treasurer arrives
here.

Mr. BROWN: Years ago, when McKays
were first granted assistance to make ma-
chinery, it was stipulated that after the
works became established the prices must be
reduced. For a year or two that econdition
was observed. I bought a 6£t. harvester for
£89, Lel members consider that in compari-
son with the price to-day. Tmmediately a
heavy tariff was imposed, in order to en-
courage the mannfacture of machines in Aus-
tralia, up went McKay’s price proportion-
ately to the landed cost of the imported ma-
chinery. I am dubious about the utility of
much of the machinery that comes from
overseas, more particularly the tractors, I
wonder if anyone can tell me how much
profit is attached to the selling of a £500
tractor. It would astonish members to know
how much the agents are making by way of
selling commission,
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Hon. . Taylor: You can ascertain by
taking the price of cars in Ameriea and the
price here.

My. BROWN: We were told thut, owing
to heavy duty om cars, the price had to be
increased. 1 ain glaa that the RBritish ear
is coming into its own.

Hon. W. J. George: How much duty
would there be ou a Buick ear sofd at £3007

Mr. BROWN: I have not the slightest
idea.

Hon. W. J. George: Over £150.

Mr. BROWN: And it is quite possible
that, on top of the customs duty, the agent
receives £150 selling eommission.

Hon. W, J. George: I do not think he
does.

Mr, BROWX: 1 am inclined to think that
the profits now made on ears are not so high
as they were previously owing to the keen
competition between British and American
manufacturers.

Hon, G. Taylor: When Ford cars cost
£70 in America, the price here was £180.

Mr. BROWN: Ford is the only man whe
ean turn out cars at that price and he is
able to do it becanse hu has his own forest
and ironworks. Mass production is the rule
in his factories and the men work under the
co-operative system. It is really a system
of piece work under which they are able to
produce cars cheaply.

Oon. G. Taylor: That does not alter the
fact that a Ford car iz double the price
here.

Mr, BROWN: The price is fixed gener-
ally, according to the duty. There is not
much hope of the duty heing iaken off.

The Minister for Lands: What about a
deputation to Barle Page?

Mr. BROWN: I will leave that to Mr.
Johnston. It is deplorable to think that the
labour conditions in Western Australia are
responsible for the absence of McKay’s Tm-
plement Works here. It would have been
a wonderful thing for the State if we eould
have had in our midst a branch of the Sun-
shine factory. It would have been of greater
advantage to the State to have been able
to retain the £150,000 or £200,000 that now
goes out of Western Australia for agricul-
toral implements. That amount of money
could have been distribnted amoncst our
own workmen within the State. Now it all
goes to Vietoria. So far ns the raw material
15 concerned, there is very little of it to
be got in Australia; it must all be imported.
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In that respect therefore the conditions
would have been similar in Western Aus-
tralia to those of Vietoria, and the wachines
eould have been built here just as cheaply
as they are boilt in Victoria, All the Stutes
are alike in respect of the freights that have
to be paid. The Navigation Act is respon-
sible for those high charges. Taoke for
example the ‘‘Jervis Bay” and the other Bay
steamers. The crews of those vessels would
not work under English conditions, and had
to be repatriated to Australia, The differ-
ence in the wages, I believe, is £8 u month
as against £16 paid under Australian cun-
ditions. These high wages were responsible
for excessive freights and fares which bene-
fited nobody.

Mr. Sleeman: The Country Party were
responsible for the selling of the :teamers.

Mr. BROWN: I wish to congratulate the
Minister for Railways on the administraticn
of the Railway Departmeut and on the faet
that freights and fares that are levied from
the people are as low as those in ary other
part of Australin. We have more miles of
railway per head of population than tas
any other State of the Commonwealth,
and the faet that our railways have been
successful financially proves that there is a
rich and fertile country behind them.

Mr. Sleeman: And if you patrorised the
implement works, they too would pay as
well as the railways.

Mr. BROWN: With regard to the Lands
Department, 1 consider i1 to be the most
important of all. One has only to 2o to the
Lands office to see a large number of people
congregated there all eagerly sceking for
land. Our reputation in the Easters States
is very good and the result is that wmen with
limited capital are flocking here to take up
areas. With the 3,500 farms proposal, nn-
fortunately, if we require cheap money we
must take a certain number of migrants to
seftle on those bloeks.

Hon. G. Taylor: We certainly will not get
any cheap money if we 1o not.

Mr. BROWN : My belief is that we could
settle our lands withoit the aid of that
cheap money. 1 am satisfied that we could
put our own people on those blocks, I am
an Australian and T believe in Awstraiia
for the Australians. Here in Western Ans-
tralia there are numbers of men who wonld
e willing to take np some of those farms.
I wag pleased to hear the Premier say the
other evening that a majority of the blocks
are to be given to Australiaps. I would kke
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to know how many are likely to be settled
on thosy proposed new farms., I reckon
that at least 60 per cent. will go to Britich
migrants,

The Minister for Lands: You are wrong.

Mr, BROWN: I am pleased to krow tlat
I am wrong in that respect. The nigrants
that bhave come here have been penniless and
have had to be spoon fed. It seems to me
that they must get assistance from the
moment they land. Then they are without
practical experience and it is only natrral
to expeet that there will be from 30 to 40
per cent. of failures. I have no rcason to
doubt the ability of the British rare. Our
forefathers came here and pioneered Aus-
tralia, and surely there should be nothing
wrong with the migrants who are coming,
All have sprung from the same stock, and
if they bave the same grit and detennination
as our forefathers, they must make good.
What I would like to know is whether
the migrants are being selected from the
rural distriels of England. Most of those
who have come out here have had little
practical experienece of farming. Men have
been taken from faetories in the towns
and brought out here. Is it any wonder,
therefore, that they do not adapt themselves
to the rough bush life? Then when they find
their funds running low, they drift back to

"the eity. I wish to say a few words on the

subjeet of light lands, and in respeet off
which the Minister for Lands has had a
lot of trouble. Most of the people who have
taken up areas of light country have had a
big struggle, becanse they have not been able
to get assistance from the Agrienltural
Bank. The bank will not advance any
money unless on the block of light country
there is a fair amount of better-class land, I
am convinced that with the proper methods
of farming the light lands will produce pay-
able erops, and the bank should eertainly ad-
vance money to the extent of 40 or 50 per
cent. of the improvements carried out. What
is the position to-day? The men who have
gone out on this class of eountry and who
have been struggling for years, find it im-
possible to go on any further. There is
nothing for them to do bui to get out. Then
the big man living near by gets the block
at his ewn price, That kind of thing
is not desirable. 1 speak as a practical man
and I say that I have seen areas that could
be made a profitable proposition. I could
take the Minister for Lands to hundreds of
such farms that are paying at the present
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time, and yet under the elassification it
would be said that they did not include one
acre of good land.

The Minister for Lands: The bank is ad-
vancing fifty-fifty on most of the light lands.

Mr. BROWN: I do not think that
is so. I have had occasion to made
several requests to the bank for assistance,
and I have been told that the bank did not
advance money bacause the blocks in question
countained no proportion of good land., I do
not know whether or noi they are faking
the holders of the areas into consideration,
but certainly they are not giving the in-
dividvals a show of any kind. These men
work under difficulties from the very start
whereas, with a little help from the Agrieul-
tural Bank, it would mean the difference be-
tween success and failure. The Minister
would not be running any risk if he altered
the Aect to provide that assistance in the
direction I have outlined should be given, of
course under reasonable conditions. I wish
now to say a few words about the Public
Works Department. I have no complaints
to make though I was surprised to hear the
Premier say that it would not be advisable to
spend too much money on bridges and per-
haps on roads, but that it would be prefer-
able to spend it in the development of agri-
cultural areas, The Premier must know that
aceess must be given to areas that are opened
for selection and that in many instances it
is important that bridges be built. I eon-
gratulate the Government on their activity
with regard to eountry waler supplies. The
rock catechments, without doubt are giving
great satisfaction.

Hon. W. J. George: They were investi-
gated in my time, hut we did not have tho
meney.

Mr. BROWN: The present Government
have the money and they are making good
use of the rock catchments. At one time the
seitlers thought that the provision of these
water supplies would be a costly matter for
them. but some of them are rated as low as
4%%d. per acre. That is very reasonable for
a supply of good water, und I do not know
that any farmer would growl at having to
pay that amonnt. Very often, however, the
settler is not in the position to pay even so
low a rate by reason of the faet that he has
not made provision for this expenditure,

Hon, W. J. George: It is a just debt.

Mr. BROWN: In such cases the Govern-
ment could well permit the farmers to have
extended terms. A great deal has been seid
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about the administration of the Main Roads
Board, and the mistakes that have been
made by that body. We must not forget,
however, that the mistakes were made in the
initial stages of the board’s operations, The
board were working with the wrong class of
machinery, and under great difficulties, and
it was no wonder, therefore, that the cost of
road coustruction was great.  The board
should be permitted to remain to carry on its
work, but at the same time they should not
limit the operations of the loeal road boards.
Speaking of the Pingelly Road Board, with
which I am familiar, that body has an ade-
quate plant consisting of graders, scarifiers,
cte., and the men who operate the plant are
doing splendid work. Instead of the Main
Roads Board insisting on doing all the work
within road board areas, a board with a
plant such es that I have deseribed should be
allowed to carry on work in its own distriet.
I am sure that better work would be done
and the cost would not be as great as if it
were done by the Main Roads Board. The
Main Roads Board should confine its work to
arterial roads and main roads, work beyond
the scope of the local authorities, There is
plenty of work for the Main Roads Board
to do and the work of that board
should be confined to the more jimport~
ant undertakings. In that way satis-
faction would be given to everyone. The
Minister for Agrieulture also has an
important department to contrel. I am glai
lo know that our present Minister is a great
enthusiast. He has been a farmer himself,
and perhaps is one even now., So he knows
the difficulties with which we have to con-
tend. I am cerlain we shall always get the
greatest sympathy from the present Minister
for Agriculture. But there are still a lot of
difficulties in the department for him to try
to solve. Turning to the dairying industry,
it is astonishing to find that Western Aus-
tralia last year imported £194,000 worth of
hams and bacon, and abont half a million
pounds worth of butter and cheese. There-
fore it stands to reason there must be a lack
of encouragement in the agricultural indus-
try.

Hon. &. Taylor: We have a trade at our
own doors there.

Mr. BROWN: Yes. What is wrong with
the industry? I have heard dozens of men
say, “Do you think I am going to let my
wife and daughters enter upon the life of
drudgery represented by dairying?” Tn the
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carly days of Victoria, that view was not
taken. There dairying was used as a side
line, and before the creameries came into ex-
istence bufter was sold in the Melbourne
markets at 8d. per Ib.  Nevertheless (he
dairy farmers continued. Of course it will
be said that 8d. in those days was worth
about 2s. to-day. I do not thiuk that is so.
However, the faet that we have to import
three-quarters of a million pounds worth of
dairy produce shows that there is room for
great expansion in our local industry. After
all, the best butfer is made by the local
farmes. Under the Patlerson seheme a little
encouragement has been given by the Com-
monwealth Government in the form of a
bounty of 3d. per lb. on butter. In view of
this I take it that butter is actually being
zold in Austraiia at a priee not much below
that av which it is'sold in England.

Myr. Panton: It is dearer in Ausiralia than
in England.

Mr. BROWN: Yet we find the industry
does not pay! Surely there is someihing
particularly wrong. 1 do not know why we
can afford o send our dairy products out of
Australia and sell them in England at a
cheaper price than is demanded for them in
the Commonwealth. I suppose it is that the
supply has never equalled the demand. Our
merchants, I understand, send the surplus
overseas, leaving only just snfficient in Aus-
tralia. So it is that the supply hardly
comes up to the demand. I wish to say a
woril about railways. Here I hope I shall
not be in the same plight as the member for
Avon (Mr. Grifliths), who said the Premier
had declared that every time he spoke about
the Yarramony railway he set it back twelve
months. 1 would rather not speak about
my railway projects if it means putliog
them back twelve months,

My, Teesdale: Yon will put them back a
quuple of years.

Mr. BROWNXN: We have the migration
scheme, but the details have never been pul-
lished, and so we do not know in which diree-
tion the proposed railways are going to run.
In certain outlying distriets people are try-
ing to farm without the assistance of a rail-
way. Recently the Minister for Lands made
a journey east of Kondinin for 50 miles, and
along the whole of the way he saw field after
field under ecultivation. I ask, can a man
profitably farm ap area 50 miles distant
from a railway? I know one man whose
farm is 40 miles from Kondinin, He had a
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splendid crop last year, but by the time he

-paid carfage, there was no profit at all left

for him. I do hope the Kalgarin people will
have a railway very shortly, 1 do not know
what direction it is going to take. 1 am one
of those who hold there should be a direct
line from Fremantle lo Esperunee, and an-
other line from Soutbhern Cross running
south. But I do hope the Govermment will
give those poor unforlunate seitlers in the
Kalgarin distriet a railway just as soon
as ever they can. No finer settlers can be
found than those at Kalgarin. For years
now they have been working under the worst
conditions, living like blackfellows, contin-
ualtly hoping for a railway. Yet from what
one can gather, that railway appears to be.
as far ofl as ever.

Mr. Teesdale: They will get it after death.

Mr, BROWXN: 1t would be well if the
Minister for Railways or the Minister for
Lands, I am not sare in whose provinee it
comes, were to put o dump tomewhere in
the Kalgarin avea. If the NMinister were to
do that and make a charge on the dump, tke
railway could be built guickly and it would
be a thoroughly good peolicy, The loeal peo-
ple arve hoping to see such a dump. Now
I wish to refer to the Brookton-Dale rail-
way, the Bill for which was passed some
time ago, For 20 vears past the Dale resi-
dents lhave been agitating for a railway.
They have succeeded in getting a Bill passed,
apthorising the construetion of a line 26%
miles in length, but since then other-events
have cropped up, making it feasible that
the line should go rizht through to Arma-
dale.

Hon, (. Tayler: What distance is that?

Mr. BROWN: From Brookton to Arma-
dale is between G0 and 70 miles, whereas
from Breokton round the existing railway
to Perth is 118 miles. It is not so much the
Brookton people, as those living beyond
Brookton, that will reap the benefit of the
proposed railway. Moreover that railway
will reduce the rongestion at Spencer’s
Brook and at the bottle-neck in Perth, Like
the proposed railwvay bridge at Fremantle,
it is all purt of the Btileman scheme. The
residents 6f the Dale are beginning to realise
thot they asked for the railway in the wrong
place. They ought te have had it 30 miles
from Armadale. It would bring them within
60 miles of a port, whereas at present they
have to send their produce 1614 miles to
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Brookton, and then all round the 118 miles to
Perth. Jt is essential that the Brookton-
Dale railway should be built as seon as pos-
sible. It is, not a local, but a national mat-
ter. We have brought various requests be-
fore the Minister for Railways, requests for
truekine yards and otaer facilities. They
cannot be built all at once, but I do hope the
trucking yards for which I have been asking
for so long will be built as soon as possible.
Perhaps they are ulready built. The Min-
ister told e they were seventh on the list.
That was some time ago, so possibly the
yards are built already.

Mr. Teesdale: Built in the night.

Mr. BROWN: Then there is the matter
of the Pingelly railway station, which is in
exactly the same condition as it was 40
years ago. Every Minister and member of
Parliament who has visited Pingelly agrees
that the station is a standinp disgrace to
a flourishing district. It is scandalous that
the residents should have to put up with
so paltry a structure. Only this morning,
at half past four T was seated on that
station, virtually in the open, with a bit-
terly cold wind blowing on me.

Member: Why did you not go to the pub?

Mr. BROWNXN: There are no pubs open
at that hour. The Minister for Railways
will agree with me that I am not asking
for too much when T urge him to ereet at
Pingelly a structure that will be a credit
to the railways and to the distriet, whieh is
a most deserving one. I wish to say a word
or two about the Health Department, which
of late has grown fo considerable dimen-
sions. Government hospitals and committee
hospitals alike are increasing by leaps and
bounds. That is under the policy of the
present Minister for Health. I am not
complaining of that. It is splendid to know
that we have hospitals for the sick and
needy, the people not in & position to pay
for medical attendance. Bunt in the near
futore something will have to be done to
finance all those hospitals. It iz stated in
the Governor’s Speech that the Govern-
ment intend to bring down a Hospitals Bill.
What the nature of that Bill will be, I do
not know. When, a couple of sessions ago,
the Minister introduced his lottery Bill for
the maintenance of hospitals, there was ¢on-
siderable opposition from every charch in
the State. Of course we, as God-fearing
politicians, ought to have taken notice of
it. However, we did not take that into
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eonsideration. But the other House did,
and so the Bill was thrown out. Sinee then
I have heard men connected with one or
another of our churches declare that, after
all, it was a mistake, that the lottery Bill
should have been allowed to pass. They
said they would rather have a lottery Bill
go through than walk down the streets of
the city and see men and women selling
sweep tickets all day long. No sooner is
one sweep drawn than another is promoted.
Dozens of men in Perth are making their
living selling sweep tickets. It seems to be
the policy of the Minister for Health to
give every person who applies for it per-
mission ¢ run a lottery.

The Minister for Health: I have nothing
to do with that.

Mr. BROWN: Then perbaps it is the
police who give the permission; but prob-
ably the police take their instruetions from
the Minister. All over the country we are
getting dental and other clinies, whieh is a
splendid thing for the health of the com-
munity, and more partieularly the ehild-
ren’s health. The Minister is to be com-
ended for that.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. BROWN: Before tea I was speaking
about the various medical clinies that the
Government have established, and dealing
more particularly with the examination of
children. The Government are to be eum-
mended for what they have done in this
direction. Why should we not have adulls
examined? In the ease of diseases in animals
the Government are spendling a eonsiderable
sumn of money in utilising the services of
scientists to investigate these diseases. The
economic loss as a result of these diseases is
eonsiderable. What are the Government
doing with regard to the examination of
bhuman beings? Cancer is increasing. I
have been told by & medical friend that in
Western Aunstralia, in proportion to s
population, there are more cancer cases tlan
in any other part of Australia. If that is
s0. it would be a good ilea if the Govern-
ment made it compulsorc for every aduit
to be medically examined once a year. In
nine cases out of ten when a patient con-
snlts a doctor he is told that he should have
done so before. A man may have been liv-
ing in the country, and always enjoved guod
health until the time coines when he feels
unwell. He will then go to a doctor and
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may be told that he is suffering from some
malignant growth, and that, if he had souzht
medieal attention before, by means of an
operation his life might have been pro-
longed. It would not be a great ex-
pense to provide for the compulsory
examination of adults. Docltors are to
be found in every little centre in the State.
If a man made a practice of being medicaily
examined once a year, it would be to lis
advantage, and probably save him a great
deal of suffering. If a Bill is introduced to
provide for hospital finance, the opportunity
might be taken to provide for thes: annual
examinations, A doctor could vxamine
patients at small expense, and this might
be the means of saving valuable lives. I
wish now to refer to the most important
question at present before Australia, namely
unemployment. This erops up very often,
There may be a ¢ycle of years when every-
thing is prosperous and there are very few
unemployed, and this may be followed by
a ecvele when employment is searee. T ve-
member bafore the goldfields were discovered
that men in New South Wales and Victoria
had been walking about for 12 or 18 months
without getting a job of aoy sort through-
out that time. When the poldfieids were
discovered, all the able-hodied men left the
other States to come here. In those days
men were working on farms for about 12s.
8d. a week, but wages have now gone up to
the extent of £2 or £2 10s. a week ard keep.
We have gone through another cyele of
vears, Is the present position caused by the
mflux of people to our shares for whem there
is no actual employment? T hardly think
that can be so. There must be some other
reason for the situation. I am going to
malke a bold statement, I maintain that the
reason why we have so much nnempioyment
is the kasic wage. DMembers opposite mav
laugh, but I honestly believe that the basie
wage i5 too high in times of depression for
employers to utilise the Iabour that is offer-
ing. Some 30 years ago, when there was a
depression on the goldfields, men had to go
into the country districts. There were not
many farmers about then. I remember
splendid looking men coming to me and ask-
ing for work. T said T had no work for
them and could not afford to putf them on.
and that T must do the work myself. They
told me they had been walking about till
the soles weré worn off their boois, that
they badly needed work, and were quite pre-
pared 1o take it on for £1 a week. These
men were willing to work for that sum, and
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although I did not need them, I gave them
work at that wage. They said it was better
tor them to take the £1 a week than to walk
around the country and starve. 1 therefore
employcd them, and when they had earned
sufficient money they returned to the gold-
fields and I did not see them again. If
a farmer wishes to employ anybody to-day,
he knows be must pay the basic wage.

Mr. Chesson: What about the Italians?

Mr. BROWN: The farmer is not in the
position to pay that wage, and he therefore
says that he has no work to give.

Mr. Panton: What is the basie wage for
a farm hand?

AMr. BROWN: A good man is worth 30s,
a week.

Mr, Panton: What i5 the basie wage?

Mr. BROWXN: I do not know that there
is ane, The wages paid to farm hands are
sueh that any ahle-hodied and practical man
can et his 40s. or 30s. a week.

Mr. Clvdesdale: How mueh has he left on
Baturday night?

Mr. Davy: A jollv sight more than the
man who is working in the town.

Mr. BROWN: The man whe is living in
the eountry has no expense. His food is
found for him and he has a place in which
to sleep. The £2 or £2 10s. a week that he
receives is clear monev.

Mr. Clvdesdale: What would the married
man do on that?

Mr. BROWN:
the married man.

Mr. Panton:
children to keep,

Mr. BROWN: If an industry will not
permit of high wages being paid, what is
the best thing to do? If I were starving in
the country I wou'd not beg for food, but I
would work for what I could get. TIs it not
better that I should take £1 a week tempor-
arily than starve? Is it not more honourable
for me to take that woge than fo eome to
Perth, where 1 would only swell the number
of nnemploved, and exist on two sixpenny
feeds a day?

Mr, Clydésdate: Why do you not draw £1
a week from vour Parliamentary salary and
give it to the unemploved, if you are
sincere ?

Mr. BROWN: If we were passing
throngh times of depression, I would be
prepared to give up £1 a week from my
Parliamentary salary for the unemployed;
but T would have more spirit than to come
to Perth and live on two sixpenny feeds a
dayv, We are all up against it. The farmer

My svmmpathies are with

Some of them have six
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is not in the position to pay high wages,
but he is prepared to give temporary relief.
A strong unionist would say, “My union
will not al'ow me to aceept that small wage,”
with the! result that he would not get any
work.

Mr. Panton: The basic wage does not
affect the farm labourer.

My, BROWN: That is the position to-
day.

Mr. Panton: It is not the position.

Mr. BROWN: The unions are really the
cause of a good deal of the trouble. The
principle of holding up wages may he all
right from the point of view of the unions.
When men are up against it in the country,
and there is work for them to do if they
will take it, they have to come to Perth and
register as unionists, and then are sent back
from D’erth to any of the jobs that may be
available. That is not vight. Men who have
had the spirit to keep away from the town,
and do a litile work in the country, shounld
have some consideration estended to them.
They are not heing considered when they
have first to be registered in Perth. .\ good
deal has been said about Italians. I have no
time for them. T honestly helieve, however,
that a great deal of the prosperity the State
is enjoring to-day is due to the fact that
these Italians will 2o out inte the hush and
work there, and in that wayv inerease the
acreage under erop. By means of Ttalians,
farmers have heen ab'e to get their areas
under erop far more expeditiously than
was often the case before. Other people
who have tackled the same elass of work
have not properly understoed the business.
T do not uphold the employment of Ttalians.
When these men have been put on to do the
wotk, however, {ther have ziven no trouble.
They have been able to do the work so well
that instead of the farmer getting in onlv
100 acves of crop. he has heen able to get
in 200 acres. To that extent, therefore,
these foreigners bave heen a gond asset to
the State. T feel sure it is the yolicy of the
Commonweaith Government that the migra-
tion of Ttalians should he restricted. Tt has
now been arranged that somethine like 3,000
only of these fareigners shall land in Aus-
tralia in anv year. The restrictions, how-
ever, do not declare in what proportions each
of the States shall reccive the foreigners.
TUnfortunately thay have been flocking in
larger numbers to Western Anstrain than
to the other States. In most cases the
Ttalians have given no trouble cither to the
Government or to the police. They have
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2, and evidently they know
how to develop the country. We should not
be too hard on them, although my sym-
pathies every time are with the Britisher.
Amongst those of British extraction we have
as good men to do our clearing as we have
amongst the foreigners. [ know that in the
early days when the miner or timher worker
came down we could not get better men for
farm work. Dut those men had been used
to high wages and to receiving the basic rate.
They said they would not work for farmers
at below those raies. There is the trouble.
When these peop’ do not get work they
drift into the eity. Many members have
been in the country. Some of them may
have visited small country towns, and have
watehed the little children going to school.
Take a sehool of perhaps 100 scholars.
Every vear a pereentage of the boys and
girls leave that school. Tt may be only a
small town, containing fonr or five shops.
These shops are emploving a'l the labhour
thev want, and there is no more loeal labonr
required.  What will happen to these cight
or ten ehtldren who leave sehool every year?
They have to fight their baltles in the world,
and how are thev goingz to do it?7 They ecan-
ot all go in for farmine, and gradually,
reeret to say, they drift into the eity. There
mav be seeondary industries in the eity, but
they are on"y small ones,  As it is impossible
to absorh the chiidren in the country, they
are ahsorhed info other avennes in the town.
T regret vory mnuch the dearth of domestie
servants, We give our children as good an
edneation as we ean. A girl goes to sehool,
and, being fairly elever, she profits by the
education she receives. She wets the idea
that domestic work is henenth her. She
does not want to he ealled a “slavev,” and
she woes into an office or faectorv. preferring
te follow those neounations. The result is
that the British immigrant eirls are heing
absorhed into domestic service.

Hon. W. J. Gearge: What ave yon going
to do with our own girls?

Mr. BROWN: We have given them such
a2 good edueation that they look upon do-
mestie service as beneath them. They drift
into the cities, get into offices, dressmaking
establishments and =0 on, and now we have
people erving out because they eannot ob-
tain domestic servants. To a certain extent
eduecation is doing it. T admit, however,
that we must give onr children the best
education we possibly can. At the same
time, there is being instilled into our girls
the idea that domestiec work is beneath

done no cadging
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them, and so they drift into the city offices.
In any provincial town a percentage of the
children leaving school have to go out into
the world and look for employment.

Hon. W. J. George: We all had to do
that.

Mr. BROWN: Yes.

Hon. W. J. George: And are not the boys
of to-day as good as ever the boys of your
time and minef?

Mr. BROWNX: Certainly; but there is
a good deal of difference between the boys
of to-day and the boys of olden time.
Formerly boys did not look for amnsements
and pleasures as the boys of to-day do.
One of the first aspirations of the modern
boy is to possess a motor bylke.

The Premier: Yes. Moreover there were
no endurance dancers in our days.

Mr. BROWN: No.

The Premier: e had to cut chaff be-
fore breakfast.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, and after dinner.

The Premier: That had compensations,
because the girls used to help us cut the
chaft.

Mr. BROWN: The Premier was luckier
than I have been. The rising generation
are looking for a different class of work,
higher wages, and more amusements.

Hon. W. J. George: If you come down
to bedrock, boys and girls are all the better
for their education.

Mr. BROWN: I make no ecomplaint as to
the edueation. But we are instilling into
them prineiples different from those we
held in our youth., In conelusion let me ex-
press my pleasure at the fact that Western
Australia is still prosperous. The season
is promising. IFor the past five or six years
we have had good seasons. Western Aus-
tralia’s rainfall is assured, and 1 believe
that in the near future this will be the
greatest wheat-producing State of Austra-
lia.

HON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) [7.50]: Speeches already delivered have
dealt with many points of the Governor’s
Speech, but possibly there are some points
upon which I may offer a few words without
traversing ground alreadv covered. I am
pleased that the Government deelare their
intention to bring in one measure in par-
ticular which, to my mind, must prove for
the good of the State—namely, the Bill to
establish a Rural Bank branch of the
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State Savings Bank. I shall await that
measure with preat interest. Although I
firmly lrelieve that the establishbment of some
financial facilities in addition to those al-
ready existing in the State wil! be beneficial,
one bas to bear in mind that attempts of
this kind made by some uther couniries have
not always led to the prosperily anticipated,
I take it that the Government, when bringing
forward the measure, will lay before the
House their full proposals anrd be prepared
to receive from all mempers such ideas as
are intended to assist in carrying out a
highly important work. The question of
vedistribution of seats may canse perturba-
tion among some members, since it goes
almost without saying that a pumber of the
present electorates are absolutely wnguali-
tied, by reason of shrinkage of thewr popu-
lation and of their importance. T do not
quite know, and we shall not know until the
Bill for prevention of profiteering is hefore
the House, what exactly is meant by that
phrase. So far as I can judge, some mem-
bers of the Government arve prepared to
go from A to Z in a matter of this scri.
They have before them a piece of work that
will probably take some months for full
diseussion, not with the idea of burking the
proposal if good points are shown, hut be-
caunse tn deal with the intrieacies of various
trading eoncerns is a matfer ealling for all
the experience various members of the House
may have, apd also for such advice and
assistance as ean be given outside. The last
speaker referred to the difference in cost
of implements in the United States and their
sale prices here. I interjected at the time
~—I do not think the hon. member quite
comprehended my remark—that a rough-
and-readv practical way of getting at the
American sale priee of an Aimerican article
hrought here was to halve the Australian sale
price, the difference being accounted for by
the heavy duties placed upon the statute-
boock by the Federal Parliament. Of eourse
there are also the various men through whose
hands the imported articls passes, nad each
of whom requires some remuneration for
work done. I know of one artiele sold in
Ameriea for about £300, while here the sale
price is £600. I do not believe the distri-
butor of motor cars in Wesiern Australis gets
more than 714 per cent. clear for his work.
Certainly he gets nothing like the amount
the last speaker would have us understand. T
mention this matter to show that in the
proposed Bill for prevention of profiteer-
ing due regard must be had for the ramifi-
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cations of trade, which are extremely vari-
ous, wide, and far-reaching. Therefore the
measure in question will require the closest
attention. Registration of land agents, an-
other matter mentioned in the Speech, is
something that might have been brought
about long ago. In connection with the pur-
chase and resale of large blocks ~f land
near cities, it would be well if the .land
agents of this State had been brought uncer
some sort of control,
Mr. Davy: They are now.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: But not to the
extent they should be. It must be some 25
years since this question came up in the
old House. The measure then proposed did
not go so far &s one would like. But I
remember at the time pointing vut the
effeets ¢f the Vietorian land boom and giv-
ing an instance of sonwething that had
occurred within my own experience to show
how people might easily be misled. The
practice is for some sharp people to et
hold of a large block of ground near the
eity, pay a deposit on it, and then start
to eut it up. Thereupon they fix prices
and sell, buf it is extremely diffienlt for
them to give a fitle even to a parchaser
for cash. The reason is that the original
owner sticks to the land 1l he
has got all his money. He will not
allow patches to be picked out here
and there. In Vicforia there were many
cases in  which it was proved that
persons had paid the full purchase price
but had never reccived titles, the reason be-
ing that the land agents who purchased from
the original owners were unable to complete
the purchases, and thus the original owners
retained the land. In a place called North-
cote, where there were large brickworks, I
had purchased some land and insisted upen
my title. 1 was offered a big sum by the
cellers to let them nullify the transaction, so
that they would not have to complete the
purchase from tha original owner, Registra-
tion of land agents would not be a coslly
matter to the agents themselves, and would
be some sort of gnarantee to purchasers of
land as to the solidarity of the agents and
their reliability for giving a square deal. I
do not wish it to be understood that I think
there have been many cases of bad treat-
ment in land dealing in Western Australia.
I know of only one or two such cases. The
land agents we have are good men, and I
am sure they would not object to the pro-
posed legislation,
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Mr. Mann: They were asking for it.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The Minister for
FHealth deserves the admiration of the House
for his sincerity. 1 may refer partieularly
to the step whieh the hon. member has taken
in regard to dental matters. His action has
been good, wise, and thoughtful; and I hope
to see it pushed even further than it has gone.
I trust, also, that the author of that may be
regarded not only now but in years to come
as one who studied the health of the chil-
dren, recognising them to be the basis and
strength of our race. Legislation with re-
gard to workers' homes and local government
matters we shall be prepared to diseuss when
it comes along. Now I wish {o say a few
words regarding the metropolitan water sup-
ply. I notice that the Speech says—

Despite the heavy increase in the eonsump-
tion of water in the metropolitan area during

the long summer, the water supply proved ade-
quate to meet all requirements.

I would advise the Minister to be very eare-
ful regarding the consumption of water that
is going on in Perth to-day. But few water
consumers of Perth—unless they possess a
meter, and meters gannot be supplied to all
of them—have any idea how much water they
are using, or as I would say, abusing, When
the original Perth waterworks were put into
operation, there was in Roe-street a pres-
sure of 80 odd pounds to the square inch,
and 400 gallons could be delivered in 13
minutes from a 34-ineh tap. Residents on
the hills here were very pleased to have gar-
dens—which everyone must admit are an
admirable feature—but they turned the water
on the soil of those gardens until they had
bleached out all the huraus. The increase in
water consumption during last summer was
unprecedented, and was more than the
scheme c¢an be allowed to ecarry. I
submit that the Government and their
officers must exercise all the reasonable
restrictive powers they c¢an, or else
they will find that the water scheme,
although ealculated to last Perth for a num-
ber of years, eannot he relied upon to do
that. Another matter T wish to refer to is the
Fremantle harbour and its extension. How
far the Government have ecommitted them-
selves in regard to any scheme it is, perhaps,
for them to tell us later; but I do nof think
they would commit themselves to any scheme
until the matter had been considered even
more fully than is the case up to the pre-
sent. I do not wish to get the idea that I
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am offering hostility to the scheme put up
by Mr. Stileman. I recollect, however, the
controversy which took place when Mr. C.
Y. O’Connor brought forward the scheme
which bas done such good work for Fre-
mantle. I am not in any way desirons of
extending the controversy initiated by Sir
George Buchanan, but I do suggest that fur-
ther inquiry—not delaying inquiry, but in-
quiry searching for information—might
well be set on foot by the Government, so
that we roay know exactly where we
arg in this vitally important matter.
The suggestion that we shall go into the
vpen roadstead for harbour extensions does
not appeal to those of us who have been
years in the State, have seen the storms
that have raged and the wrecks that oc-
curred in days gone by. The use of open
roadsteads does not commend itself to ship-
ping men in any part of the world, unless
it is impossible to get a sheltered or par-
tially sheltered port. I am satisfied thail
Mr. Stileman has given much consideration
to the proposition to the best of his ability
and skill, but those who have made-a life-
Iong study of local conditions and are
trained and practical men, have their doubts
about the scheme and we should do what
we can to take into consideration their
views as well.

The Premier: C. Y. O’Connor did not
favour an up-river scheme,

Hon. W. .J. GEORGE: I have never fav-
oured the idea of bringing shipping to
Perth,

Mr. Davy: The evidence of what C. Y.
O’Connor really favoured is rather groggy.

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: I believe that for
a good few years {0 come, we can get all
the accommodation necessary for vessels
coming up-river as far as Roeky Bay. I be-
lieve we should take the opportunmity of
retting further opinien on the subject, ang
that might go far towards dispelling opin-
ions formerly held. During the course of
his remarks, the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) went out of his line a bit.

The Premier: Very much so.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Certainly he did
so referring to one of the industries of
this State. It ought to be well-known by
now that I do not favour the State Tmple-
ment Works, the State Sawmills and other
State underfakings. Those concerns could
have bheen betfer left for control by
private etnerprise.  That would he pre-
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ferable te the State controlling them and
the people being taxed, in a way, to main-
tain their existence. When I was Minister
of the Crown in charge of State enterprises,
my task was an individuous one,

The Premier: Yon stuck to them well.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I was placed in
charge of them; I could not ruin them, and,
in the circumstances, I could do only what
an honest man would do, and tried to make
them successful. When I heard the member
for Pingelly talk about the State Imple-
ment Works, I thought it. was a pity that
he, with his Anished eloquence and the excel-
lent diction that is peculiar to him, had
not been more assidunously industrious in
making inguiries as to the facts, before he
proceeded fo commit himself to statements
such as he made to the House, The mana-
ger of the State Implements Works, Mr.
Frank Shaw, is a Western Australian-
trained engineer. He is a man fitted by his
education and native ability to go into any
of the workshops of the world and elaim
for himself the respect of men who are
giants in the engineering profession. On
no oceasion did Mr. Shaw claim to be able
to accomplish prodigics with the concern.
Is the hon. member for Pingelly aware how
the State Implement Works were started?

Mr. Brown: What were they started for?

Hon, W, J, GEORGE: I do not know
what they were started for, any more than
I know why the hon. member was born!
The State Implement Works were gar-
rotted at their berth, Worn-out, disearded
machinery from engineering works in the
Fastern States found in the representatives
of the then Western Australian Government,
eager purchasers, and machinery that was
obsalete when I was a hoy 60 years ago
serving my apprentieceship, are to be found
in the State Implement Works to-day. With
that type of machinery, efforts are being
made to torn out modern plant.

The Premier: I thought you scrapped
most of the out-nf-date stuff.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: 1 scrapped some
of it. Tt is only since the present Govern-
ment have been in power that machinery
in which an engineer could feel some pride,
has been placcd in the works, and a ehance
given to the skilled men we have there—

Mr. Teesdale: I think vou are slipping!
(et over the other side!

Mr. Thomson: The hon. member is re-
flecting upon his own administration!
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Hon. W, J. GEORGE: The hon. member
‘pointed to the fact that 600 men had been
employed in the workshops in the past, and
now the number had dwindled down to
200.

Mr. Brown: No, to 309,

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: If the member for
Pingelly had applied his natural talent, to
which I have already referred, to making
inguiries, he wonld have ascertained the con-
ditions that operated in the works when the
600 men were employed, I would not allow
anyone to say that in those days 600 men
were sponging on the State, but I say that
the management in charge hefore Mr. Shaw
took over the control, was not capable of
keeping the men going so that a return was
being brought back to the State on account
of their services. Mr. Shaw, by the installa-
tion of modern methods, bronght down to
the present total, the number of men that
were necessary. When I consider the hon.
member's eriticism, he must realise that T
speak with the greatest charity and counsid-
eration for him!

Mr. Thomson: He is very appreciative!

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I am trying to
teach him a few things about the State Im-
plement Works. In order to make wheels
for cultivators and other implements, spokes
hed to be made. In the early days it was
an hour’s work to turn out 14 spokes.

Myx. Tecsdale: Piecework or daywork?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Day work, Mr.
Shaw went to the Eastern States and saw
the methods in vogue there. He came backi
und the result was that we converted an old
machine at the workshops, and soon we were
turning ount 130 spokes per hour, instead of
14. That furnishes an explanation of why
the same number of men are not requirel
at the Implement Works now as in former
days. I can give the hon. member another
instance. I would advise him to go down
to the works and interview Mr, Shaw, who
is a very polite man.

Mr. Davy: He is a jolly good chap——

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: Yes,

Mr. Davy: In the wrong place, working
for the wrong boss{

Hon, W. J. GEORGE: He is doing his
work well, and T do not know any man who
could do it betfer. Another instance was
in conneetion with ecertain attachments re-
quired for screw elevators. In the old days
they were turned out with the aid of snips.
We took steps that enabled us to turn them
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out at the rate of from 800 to 1,000 per
hour, That was done with the aid of an
old punching machine, Now Mr, Shaw has
applied the electric welding process to many
items, and thus is turning out work more
expeditiously and better, That again re-
sulted in fewer men being required for
that . work. We hoped that the harvest-
ers made by the State Implement Works
would prove all right, but unfortuantely they
did not. We knew it, and stopped making
the harvesters. The ploughs made by the
State Implement Works were regarded by
the great bulk of our customers as the best
they could get. We bad, as head plough-
maker, a man who had a reputation through-
out Australia. To make out that all the
implements turmed out by the State Imple-
ment Works were rubbish, is ridiculous, and
I hope the hon. member regrets having made
that statement.

Mr. Thomson: He did not say thatk

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: There iz another
thing I would say to the hon, member.
Surely if Western Australia has suffered
him to grow prosperous and helped him
to get ahead, perhaps by refraining from
immature ecriticism, he can help Western
Australia to get onf

Mr. Davy: You are not supporting the
State Implement Works, are you?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I do not care if
I am,

Mr, Thomson: I ithink you had better go
over to the other side.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I was at Narrogin
the other day, and the speeches made at the
public gathering I attended had one key
dominant throughout. It was, “Let us be
proud of our own town and trade as far
as we ean within our own town because,
when we help ourselves we also help someone
else here to nake good.” Cannet we all be
proud of Western Australia? I am, although
I was not born here, Cannot we trade in
Western Australia, even jf that trading costs
ns a little more money than we would have
to pay if we bought elsewhere?

Mr. Lindsay: I thought yon were with
us.

Hon. W. J. GEQORGE: I have no time
for people who live in the State and make
their living here, but cannot boost the coun-
try that enables them to exist.

Mr. Teesdale: There is a new party; don’
you forget it
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Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I am pleased in-
deed to note from the Governor's Speech
that water supplies in the agricultural dis-
triets are to be provided, and that money has
been furnished to enable the rock catchments
to be dealt with, For many years the En-
gincer for Country Water Supplies, Mr.
P. V. (’Brien, has urged upon Ministers the
setting aside of comparstively small sums
of money fc make the neeessary provisions
for water supplies in the country.

Mr, Corboy: And at last he got a Treas-
urer who made the noney available,

Hon. W. J. GEOQORGE: These matters
were brought before suceessive Ministers and
urged strongly by Mr. O'Brien. I am par-
ticularly pleased to know that now the money
has been made available, although I was not
able to get the work done in my time. For-
tunately the present Minister has been able
to get the necessary funds from the Treasurer
and I rejoice that that has heen possible,
It does not matier whether it he a Labour,
Nationalist, or Country party Government in
power, if the Administration in office
for the time being can do anything to
help the people in the eountry to earn a liv-
ing and make a ecompetence for themselves,
they should receive support.  The unem-
ployed difficulty has been emphasised by
members during the last few weeks. I do
not intend to go into the eause of the trouble,
but T ean support those who have asserted
that there are many farmers who are anxious
to have work done but have had fo let
the work go until they can save up the
necessary funds to pay the rates of
wage required under present conditions.
But amongst all the people of Western
Australia {here wounld be very little unem-
ployment if they would go out and search
for work as we had to do in the early days.
Regarding the migrants coming here—this
is perhaps more a Federal than a State
matter—I think that if we adopted the
regulations of the United States and Canada
which apply before migrants are per-
ntitted to enter those countries, it would
be a good thing for Anustralia. It is

not fair that we should practically
ask pdople ‘without a bean in their
peckets to come here and go on the

land and undertake work of which they have
had no previons experience, with the result
that in many cases the funds of the State
have to be applied for their sustenance and
to keep them going. No one should be ad-

[ASSEMBLY.]

mitted into Australia nuless he possesses a
fair amount of cush, as migrants must do-
before they ean enter United States or
Canada.

Mr. Teesdale: How would that have ap-
plied to you when you came here?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I would not like
to explain the state of my finanees when I
came here, becanse it might shock the hon,
member. Although I was a competent en-
gineer, when I could not get in Melbourne
the work that snited me, I offered to go as a
packer at 18s. a week, No work that is
honest degrades a man, and no matter where
a man starts in Australia, whether at the
bottom grade or not, if he succeeds in rising,
his earlier efforts should not be counted
against him.

Mr. Teesdale: Then do not bharney be-
cause a migrant has not a few quid when he
comes here,

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: No, the guestion
I raised was that of bringing into the State
a whole lot of people with no means to sup-
port them and unsuited for the work, people
who ultimately have to be supported out
of the taxes of the country.

Mr. Teesdale: No man is brought here
without the Premmer’s sanction.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: But the Premier
might consider whether in some eases his
sanction should be given.

Alr. Teesdale: He is a pretty good judge.

The Minister for Lands: That is not
correct.
Mr. Teesdale: 'The requisitions have to

come from the States.

The Minister for Lands:
nominated migrants.

Mr, Teesdale: They do not involve any
cost to the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordev!

Hon, W. J. GEORGE: I was about to
move that the debate be adjourned until the
interjections had rceased, 1 want to see
more population in ‘Western Australis and
British populafion, too, but I do not want
to see transferred to this State Britishers
who have probably been existing on the dole
of the British Government, and who, when
they come here, expect to eollect it still, at
the expense of the people who pay the taxes.

Mr. Thomson: You are opposed to immi-
gration, then?

Hon, W. J. GEORGE: A few words
hare been said regarding the Main Roads
Board. The recent conference on road board
matters, T think, raised a great many gques-

That is for
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tions that wi'l bave to receive the considera-
tion of the Government. Of one thing I
an satisfied, namely, that it is useless to
expeet that the ordinary road boards in this
State can afford to make econtributions
towards the cousiruction of roads in which
the Federal and State Goveruments are
partners and in which the road boards have
been brought into & sort of semi-partnership.
The very work of constructing roads causes
the Main Roads Board to use the side roads
in the wvarious distriets. Take Murray-
Wellington and the Bunbury-road, in many
places the vehicles have to travel perhaps
six, eight, ten, or twelve miles to the foot-
hills to get the gravel and stone. Aeroplanes
cannot be used, so the carters have to use
the roads which have heen made by the road
boards. The traffic of the lorries, under the
heavy loads they carry, euts the roads to
pieces. Whe repairs the roads? On whom
does the burden £all? On the ordinary road
board. The road boards have not the means
to carry out the work,

Mr. North: The roads have been left in
ruin.

Hon. W. J. GEORGLE: Tn many instances
the roads have been left in ruin. The rates
levied by the average road board are not
very high. That is a good thing, because if
they were high they would not be paid. The
miles of roads for which a board is respon-
sible mop up the funds very quickly indeed.
Years ago the old Murray Road Board had
about 270 miles of roads to attend to. We
ereated two new road boards, Serpentine
and Waroona, and even so the Mwray Road
Board now has 600 or 700 miles of roads to
attend to. The funds obtainable, unless the
boards are going to ruin the settlers on the
Iand by their rates, are inadequate to keep
the roads in repair, and if in addition to
their troubles with the side roads they have
to pay a contribution to the Main Roads
Board, it is asking them to do the impos-
sible.

The Premier: The hon. member Imows
that is one of the provisions of the Aet.

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: No doubt the Act
has a lot of things in it, but as we put those
provisions into operation experience should
show whether they are weiching too heavily
on the people and are proving a burden
beyond their eapacity to bear. Perhaps our
methods are wronz. Surelv the experience
gained shonld be applied to amending the
Act. Tet vs provide for what the people
can reasonably be expected to bear.

The Premier: I agree with that.
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Hon. W. J, GEORGE: I am rather
annoyed regarding the Canning-Fremantle
tead, because we have not got information
to enable us to form anything like a proper
judgment. We have to remember that con-
cerned in that work are the Main Roads
Board, the wvarions supervisors, engineers
and others, and we cannot condemn them
right and icft. It won'd be unfair to do so
unless we first considered the full faets.
But T must sav timt for a sum of £130,000
to be spent on making eight or nine miles of
road—and it is not finished yet—is some-
thing that must canse the Government very
grave worry and require of them very grave
consideration. Thirteen or fourteen thousand
pounds a mile for making a road! What
would it eost to construet a railway along
there, finding rails and all the rest of the
material? Searcely more than half of that
amount. What can there be in the road to
cost £15,000 or £14,000 n mile? We are not
asking for anybody's hlood; we are not
asking that there should be wholesale sack-
ings, but what we have a right to ask and
what the eountry has a right to ask is that
thore should be given, with nothing bat abso-
lute candour, a statement of the whole of the
expenditure, To tell us that one engineer
has been discharged over it does not eure
the sitnation. That does not reetify any-
thing. I make bold to say, without Hringing
any acensation But trying to be quite fair
to the members of fhe Main Roads Board,
that whoever was responsible for the ex-
penditure, when he got the fortnightly re-
turns showing the progress of the work,
ought to have seen at once that there was
something very wrong in the state of Den-
mark.  Thirteen or fourteen thousand
pounds a mile for a road! The Premier
said that an officer had been discharged.

Mr. Davy: They ought to be able to pave
it with gold for that,

The Premier: And kerb the sides with
diamonds.

The Minister for Minez: There is a sov-
ereign under every stone,

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: T do not iniend to
speak further on the question unbil 1T get
full information, but I do say we have n
right to expect the responsible Minister to
lay a statement on the Table of the House
that will enable us to judge whether :he man
responsible was a horn fool or a lunatie, or
whether he should be shot.

The Premier: You ean have the whole
tnformation.
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Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Without unfairly
eriticising members of the Main Roads
Board, we have a right to say to whoever
was charged with the duty of watching the
expenditure, “Why didn’t you call a halt
before this had gone so far?” What was
there in the way of difficalties to occasion
such excessive cost? There are no difficulties
te an engineer if you provide him with the
money to do the work, hut there were no
difficulties at all in constructing that road.

Mr. Davy: What was the highly skilled
administrator doing all the time?

Hon. W. J. GEORGY: The road was
already tormed, some parts of it made, some
parts of it dirt, and it was only a matter of
constructing it; quite an ordinary job.
Whether it js fitted Like a mosaic or not, we
cannot tell nntil we get the file. I should
like to say a few words about group settle-
meng, Let me express iny appreciation of
the sincerity and zeal with whieh the Minis-
ter for Lands has set to work to deal with
a very diffienlf question. Let me thank him
also for the courtesy he has always shown
me by affording such information as I have
requested, I think he asted wisely in con-
stituting the Group Setilement Board. They
have a job which is a giant’s job, becanse,
as the group seftlement scheme has been
developed, there have srown up so many
tangles that it is diffieult to tell just how
things stand. Having gone that far, I. do
not wish to say more. I vegret that my chief
did not have the opportnnity to ~ontinue
the work of group settlement. If he had
done so I think many of the tangles into
which it has drifted would not have orcurred.
In saying that, I am not reflecting on the
Government; I consider that the present
Minister has tackled the difficulty sirongly.
and T hope he will be able to straighten it
out. TIf is an awful job. A lot of the poor,
unfortunate settlers are in 2 bad way, but
the Minister has assnred me that his instrue-
tions are to extend to them all the sympathy
he ean. One thing will have to be done—
and we may as well face it; it is idle to trv
to stick our heads into a bag—and that is
the cosi to be charged to the settlers who
remain on the groups must be reduced from
the eost standing in the hooks of the State.

Mr. Thomson: Hear, hear! T wish you
had said that before.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: I have said it
To charge settlers the full cost standing in
the books of the State would be te impose
upon them a crushing barden. To-day I
received a letter from a man—one I know
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very well—who has spent quite a lot of
money of his own on a soldier selilement.
The same principle applies to the grvup
seftlers,

The Minister for Lands: Where is he?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: At Richardson’s
swamp. He said the charge against him
in the department was £1,300. “With the
work I have put into the block,” he added,
“T think Y can make & suceess of it in time.
I shall do so unless T am swamped. 1 have
put a lot of my own money into it. I do
not think I could get £500 for the place to-
day, but I will stick to it as long as I can”
I think the £1,300 charge against the
place should be reduced, and I believe
the Minister, when I put the facis be-
fore him, will be of the same opinion.
It is no use trying to get someone to bear
the burden of the mistakes made. The way
in which I look at it is that we have to face
the position as we find it. If a holding is
valued in the departmental books at £3,000,
beeause that money appears to have been
spent on the property, we know that capi-
talised to that extent it is impossible for an
individual to earn a living on it and there-
fore it must be revalued and bronght down
considerably. We know of course that many
settlers never will suceeed. In Western Aus-
traliz we have as many fine men as ever ‘God
Almighty allowed to come here, and they
are doers. Those are the men we ought to
help, and I want the Government to_ take
thoroughly into consideration the need there
is for bringing down the values of some of
the properties on which it ean reasonably be
expected & man can make a living., If that
is done, it will go a long way towards reme-
dying many of the ills that exist. The mem-
ber for West Perth had something to say
about taxation. I should like to ask mem-
bers what they think of the position in this
State, We are a sort of Siamese twins.
None of us ever dreamt that we would be in
such a state of Siamese twinship as that
in which we find ourselves by reason of the
Federal and State taxation. "We have 8
State income tax and a Federal income tax;
we have a State land tax and a Federal land
tax. We have a State vermin tax and though
we have not a Federal vermin tax, there is
yet another such tax imposed by road
boards.

Hon. &. Taylor: They are for different
purposes.

.
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Hon. W. J. GEORGE : Exaectly, but when
a man's pockel is pretty weak, it does not
improve it if money is pulled ounl of it. The
methods of preparing the Federal and State
returns differ very materially. In one case,
an ndividual is allowed to deduct neecessary
expenscs such as those ineurred in earrying
on his business, and in another ease he must
not do that, but he may deduet something
else. If it is not desired to drive the bulk
of the people of Western Australia to Kar-
rakatta, which is getting overcrowded, or
to the Claremoni Lunatic Asylum which has
heen overerowded for a long time, let us gei
one of the good men from the Treasury
to join Mr. Black, the Commissioner of Tax-
ation, in an endeavour to prepure a deeent
form which a man can fill in withont too
much worry,

The Premier; The Commisioner of Taxa-
tion has to econform to the Aect,

Hon, W. J. GEQORGE: Then let us alter
the Act. When the taxation measure comes
before the House, I will sapply the Pre-
mier with a few instances of what I con-
sider to be ridiculons motters. T say, hany
the Act and let us put it right. There is
anvther matter on whieh I wish to say a few
words and that is with regard to the money
collected in the police cowrts from erring
motorists, I do not know how many thous-
ands a year the penaltios that are imposed
amount to.

The Premier: Not half as much as they
ought to be.

Hon, W, J. GEORGE: Perhaps not. 1
am not grambling at the amount of the fines;
I am not grumbling at the administration
of the court. I Lold that people must be
made to understand that if they take into
their hands a powerful machine like a motor
car, they must guide it to the safety of the
public or pay for it. The fines, however,
should not go inte Consolidated Revenue, I
know that the answer will be that under a
special Act of PParliament it is provided that
all fines shall go into Consolidated Revenue.
I would like to see all finey paid by motor-
ists and money raised by way of licensing
fees for motor cars devoted to their proper
use, namely, the making of good roads. The
smotorists of this State pay very high fees
for their wotor ears and all the revenue
raised through the use or misuse of motor
vehicles should be devoted towards making
our roads good.
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The Minister for Railways: Who is going
to pay for regulating the traffic?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The police get at
least 10 per cent. of the fees in the
metropolitan distriet; the taxpayer also pays
for the police force and the work they do.
The conduet of the trafiic is part of the duty
of the police.

The Minister for Railways: A fourth of
the police in the metropolitan area arve en-
gaged in controlling the traffic.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE : It is idle to argue
that the Hnes should go fuwards the expenses
of the police force. There ave days on which
we find as mueh as £50 oy £60 collected by
way of penalties and the sum in the course
of a year, munst be considerable. At apy
rate, those are my views. I expect that you,
Mr. Speaker, as well as myself and others
who are getting pretty well on in years,
eannot have all our own way. I should
be satisfied, however, if 1 could have my
way in some things, but [ realise that other
people also have their rights and that there-
fore I must at times give way. I have said
all I wish to say. If I have eritieised some of
the measures of the Government, I hope that
criticism will be regarded by them as hav-
ing been made, not for the glorification of
the individual, but with the earnest desire
of this side of the Housc to do the hest we
ean for the country in which we live. Wa
have here a territory of which we should be
very proud and no execption ean be taken
if we do boost it np. I like the man who
speaks well of the bridge that earries him
over the stream. I have been here for 40
vears, the couniry has given me health and
bappiness and I am glad to say also that
T have had some prosperity. With all these
things, if T did not think well of the eountry
T ought to be shot.

MR, LINDSAY {Toodyay [8.40]: After
listening to the specch of the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat and to the
cloquent way in which he eondemned the
policy of the party of which he was a
member for many years, as well as agreeing
with the policy of the Government, I am
teginning to wonder what the Opposition
has been elected for.

Mr, Teesdale: Do not say the Opposi-
tion ; say some of them.

Mr. LINDSAY: The member for Mur-
ray-Wellington referred to the question of
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agricultural water supplies, That is one
matter on which I ean congratulate the
Government. The Minister for Agricultu-
ral Water Supplies has done very good work
in this country and he has carried out un-
dertakings that the Govermment of which
the previous Speaker was 2 member should
have done many years ago. When I heard
the hon. member speaking, there came to
my mind memories of many deputations of
which I was a member, deputations that
urged him time and again to do what, the pre-
sent Government have done. Having said
this, I am afraid that I will be responshile
for the only discord that has so far oceured
on the Address-in-Reply. There has been
a lot said about the Main Roads Board and
there was also a lot of talk at the confer-
ence held last week about the administra-
tion by that Board. I listened with a great
deal of interest to the Premier’s reply to
eertain criticisms. He dealt first with the
conference which he deseribed as wild and
woolly, and then told us that he had no
fanlt to find with the Main Reoads Board.
Tn fact, the Premier gave the Main Roads
Board such a reference that if he only put
it in writing T am inelined to think that it
would get the members of the Board a job
anywhere. The Premier said that he had
never known before of any department
with such a large and responsible work
that had been Tun more smoothly and effi-
ciently.

The Premier: Ts the hon. member quot-
ing from “Hansard’’?

Mr. LINDSAY: No, I am quoting from
a Press report.

The Premier: The Press report was not
correct. You had better read “Hanssard.”

Mr. LINDSAY: I have had no time to
peruse “Hansard’’; it was issued only to-
day.

The Premier: Anyhow, what you quoted
was not what I said.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Premier should have
taken the opportunity to correct it in the
Press on the following day. As he did not
do so, I assumed that the report was correct.

The Premier: I did not say what was
attributed to me.

Mr, LINDSAY: The Premier said that
much of the feeling against the Main Roads
Board was entirely unfair, and 75 per eent.
of the eriticism was unjustified.
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The Premier: Hear, hear; that is giving
you 25 per cent,

Mr, LINDSAY: He then went jon to
reply to an interjection made by the mem-
ber for West Perth. In his speech the
Premier went further and said that the
trouble was caused by the Federal Govern-
ment. The Federal Government dictated
how the money was to be spent and that
therefore the Main Roads Board were not
responsible for it. When, however, it eame
to the Canning road, the Premier agreed
with us that there had been great mistakes
made and that the engineer who was re-
sponsible for them had been dismissed. We
have n Main Roads Board and they are re-
sponsible for the employment of engineers.
The Canning road, which cost £140,000, is
not in the North-West; it is within a
stone’s throw of the Main Roads Board
office, and the members of the Board at any
time, and on any day of the week, could
have had a lock at the road to see what
was being done. I contend that they are
fully responsible and the responsibility
should not be shelved by the sacking of
one of the engineers.

Mr. Davy: The Act makes fhem respon-
sible.

The Premier: I do not say they had no
respangihility.

Mr. LINDSAY: There were two con-
ferences held last week, cne of which eriti-
cised the Main Roads Board. T aftended
the sceond one, not as a blow-in, but by
invitation. When main roads gquestions
were being dealt with, I listened with great
interest and I heard most astounding
statements made by the Chairman of
the Main Roads Board, Mr. Tindale.
I will give him this credit, that he had
the conference eating out of his band when
he had finished talking. He was in-
vited by the chairman of the confer-
ence to address the conference, and by
the way, there were no fewer than 42 motions
on the agenda paper dealing with main
roads and the Aet. The Chairman is a
very tactful gentleman and after he had
invited Mr. Tindale fo address the confer-
ence, Mr. Tindale told the members there
that he did not infend to make a speech,
that he was only merely going to talk to®
the delegates, He proceeded to tell the dele-
gates that he wanted the co-operation of the
road boards. Then he went on fo fell them
of his 12 months tour round the world and
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described his trip to England and said
he found there that he had mnothing
to learn. He went on to America and he
saw many roads too good for our conditions,
bui he did see roads constructed in a way
that might be followed here. He said he had
seen some fine machinery and had ordered
some of it. Then he said that recently he
bad gone to visit the Merredin Ruad Board,
and had stayed there for iwo days. He
left the conference under the impression
that he learned more in those two days than
in the whole of his twelve months trip round
the world. Why? The various road boards
had been protesting against the methods of
the Main Roods Board, particularly on de-
velopmental roads, protesting against the
wasteful expenditure of public money. M.
Tindale said that on the Sunday morning,
My, Hunter, the Chairman of the Merredin
Road Board, toock him over a beantiful road,
not a Commonwesalth road, not a State road,
but a Merredin Road Board road, one of the
most beautiful roads he had seen for the con-
ditions of the wheat belt. He said the
policy of the board in future would be to
send up an engineer to a road board dis-
trict, meet the local engineer or supervisor,
and go over the road with him. There would
be no surveys made, as in the past. It would
be decided on the =pot what class of material
was to bhe used, and, wherever possible, the
material would be the local maierial that
the road board had been using for so many
vegrs past. Then Mr, Tindale said that in-
stead of spending ail the available money
on one patch of road, as in the past, the
poliey would be to spend the money on the
worst patches with a view to making the
road passable throughout. He was talking
about developmental roads. He went on to
talk about main roads, and he took the
Perth-Albany road as an illustration. What
our roads wanted mostly, he said, was drain-
age, and he intended to drain the water off
them and leave the natoral surface. He pro-
posed, he said, to go over the whole of
the Perth-Albany road and make that road
passable to traffic. He did not say one word
about Commonwealth money or Common-
wealth specifications. I want the House to
nnderstand that what the road boards have
been working for during the last three years
is just what Mr. Tindale promised. As a con-
sequence the conference accepted him and
withdrew 40 motions from the agenda paper.
Mr. Panton: He must be some orator.

159

. Mr. LINDSAY: It was a remarkable
statement that he made, and if he can live
up to it, everything in the road board arena
will be well. He said that instead of hav-
ing 90 per cent. of failures, as in the past,
we would be having 90 per cent. of sucees-
ges. Bul up here in the evening the Pre-
mier said that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment were interfering and putting up speei-
fications, and that in consequence we could
not do anything, The following day was
Friday, and the econference was still sitting.
Actually it was dealing with only three or
four motions, but it took nearly the whele
of the day to get rid of them, because, after
reading the Premier's speech in Friday
morning’s paper, the conference was begin-
ning to think that things were not toe good.
I have met a number of the conference dele-
gates sinee then, and they are thinking very
seriously. Unless Mr. Tindale starts to earry
out that policy there will he another road
board conference in Perth within the next
few months. Now I intend to say what the
conference meant ton say.

Mr. Kenneally: Or what you think they
meant to say.

Mr. LINDSAY: What T know they meant,
to say. T have attended every road board
conference in Western Australia and have
been a member of a road board for 16 years,
so I know what the conference meant. The
conference did not eriticise the Main Roads
Board, although it had very good reason
to do so. But before I come to that, let me
remark that the Premier went a little fur-
ther and said that the trouble at the con-
ferenee was over the allocations of money
that the road boards were asked to pay.
The road hoards have received certain allo-
cations, and aceording to information given
here in answer to a question by the member
for Avon (Mr. Griffiths), the amount the
road boards have been asked to pay up to
the present is less than £5,000. Tt is not a
very large amount, but I kmow that is not
what the road board conference intended to
kick up a noige about. It was because the
hoards were not getting value for that
£5,000. Thke Premier also said these allo-
cations were inserted in the Bill by a seleet
committee of another place. He fined that
committee down to one man, Mr. Stewart.

The Premier: The chairman of that ecom-
mittee.
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Mr. LINDSAY: He described the chair-
man of that committee as being responsible
for the allocations,

The Premier: Mainly.

Mr, LINDSAY: I agree that he was. But
if Mr. Stewart was responsible for wbat is
wrong, he was responsible also for what is
right. Mr. Stewart’s action saved the road
hoards considerably more than they bhave
been asked to pay. This selest committee
was appeinted by another place to deal with
the Bill that had been passed by this Honse.
One of the recommendations made by the
committee reads as follows:—

Your committce consider that traffic fees
should not be taken from country road boards,
because it wounld seriously reduce their revenuc

and unduly hamper the very valuable work
being doune by these loeal authorities.

Why did the committee recommend that?
Because the Bill took away the whole of the
traffic fees from the local authorities. Now,
how much would those traffic fees aggre-
gate? T stood here and fought that Bill,
The Minister said he was going to get
£75,000 from the traffic fees. I told the
House he was more likely to get £175,000
from the fees, and I believe to-day the fees
would reach that amount if the whole of the
metropolifan area were included. That is
what this Bill proposed to do before the
select committee of seven members decided
that it was not just to teke away that money,
because the road boards required it for the
making of developmental roads. The com-
mittee had to put up some alternsative, and
they put up the following:—

Provision to be made in the Bill authorising
the Main Roads Board to allocate contribu-
tions to be borne by local authorities hencfited
for (a) permanent works and maintenance ex-
penditure on main roads; (b) the cost of main-
tenunce of main developmental roads.

That was what they recommended in place
of the traffic fees. Now this is what the
Main Roads Board was to get——

Your committee consider that the proposed
funds available to the Main Roads Trust Ae-
count would he £265,000 plus (a) any petrol
tax that may be imposed; (b) revemue aczruing
from asscasments of local authorities made by
the Main Roads Board; (c¢) moneys appropri-
ated by the State Parliament for the purposcs
of this Act. The figure above-mentioned being
made up as fullows—£96,000—Federal grant
for developmental main roads.

I forgot to mention that when that Bill
was being dealt with we had no Main
Roads Act, but we had a Developmental
Roads Act, and instead of the £384,000 we
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were getting £96,000, a very different pro-
position, [f the select commitiee had known
that we were getting £384,000, no doubt they
would have altered their rceommendation.
However, their report continues—

£96,000~—State contribution on the pound for
pound basis, £48,000—Federal grant for main
roads not conditional on & State contribution.
£25,000—in lieu of subsidies to road boards,
T otal—£265,000.

I do not think there can be any doubt about
it, becanse we have the evidence of the Under
Seeretary for Works, Mr. Munt, who
stated that the Mipister for Works had ap-
pointed a board, consisting of Mr. Munt,
Mr. Black and Mr. Simpson, o advise the
Minister. And Mr. Munt in his evidence
touched upon the amount collected from
traffic fees, stating that it was £75,000. Seo
it was the intention of the Bill to take those
traffic fees from the loeal authorities. Then
Mr. Munt mentioned that there was pro-
posed a land tax to bring in £60,000 per
anpum. At the last road board conference
a resolution was carried to the effect that
the license fees should be an alienable souree
of road board revenue. I hope they always
will be, for they vepresent at 'enst 40 per
cent. of the revenue of the local authorities
in the wheat belt and about 10 or 20 times
as much as the loeal anthorities are likely
to be charged under this section within the
next 10 or 20 vears. T am quite prepared
to give Mr. Stewart all the blame for what
he has done in eonnection with that matter.
The Premier and even the Press have given
it to him already. T'nfortunately he could
not defend himself at the road board eon-
ference, and at present he is in Melbourne.
But, on the other hand, T say that Mr.
Stewart should also vereive the blessings of
the road boards for having saved to them
the traffic fees. I mentioned that 1 intended
io deal with the work done under the Main
Roads Board, and what is actuaily being
done to-day. The Roads Development Act
came into operation five vears ago. Then
the Government provided plans and speeifi-
eations and conditions that were most un-
suitable for the loeal authorities, who found
it impossible to tender under those condi-
tions. After much agitation and a visit by
a Federal Minister, the Government pro-
vided specifications suitable for road board
work. Bnt two vears ago there was a
sudden Hill in the operations. Tt is quite
two vears sinee any money has been spent
on developmental roads in my distriet.
Nevertheless engineers have been sent round
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every little road, taking levels and putting it
all on blue prints, while building up huge
specifications that would take a week to
read. Last October I saw Mr. Anketell about
those specifications, and showed them to him,
I j@asked him if it were meant that
we  should work under them, But he
told me, as Mr. Tindale told the conference
the other day, ‘‘No, you have to ¢arry on as
you have carried on in the past uader the
developmental roads grant.” That was all
we wanted, for the roads were made well
under that seheme. I went back to my dis-
trict and was talking to the chairman of the
road board. I told him what had been said
to me, and he replied, “But the Main Roads
Board officer is here doing that now.” 1
said, “Well, you can tell Lim to go back
again.” About three months ago the result
of all this work of engineers and draftsmen
was embodied in a letter sent to the varicus
road boavrds. 1 saw a copy of the eircular
at the Dowerin Road Board office and I saw
the plans and specifications. It wonld re-
quire an engineer to understand them. It
was upon them that the hoard was asked to
tender. They submitted a price at £18 a
chain and they wrre satisfied that they would
lose monex under the contraet. They in-
formed the Main Roads Board of their
opinion and intiiaated that they did not
want the job, Al that work cost a lot of
money. A month after that, new specifica-
tions wand plans were sent and frush
tenders were called.  The Dowerin Road
Board submitted a tender at £655, or
£11 12s5. a chain. We have been told
repeatedly that these specifications sub-
mitted by the Main Roads Board must stand
and yet, after 12 months of work by the
engincers and drvaftsmen, after long delays
in the operation of the Act and after the
yoad beards have not received the money
they were promised, a new set of plans was
sent ont.

Mr. Davy: That is No. 4 set.

Mr. TINDSAY: Yes. Owing to the
modification of the plans, the road hoard
was enabled fo reduce the priee. That waa
not the position at the outset. It was a
most ridiculous proposa! to put up o any
loeal moverning hody., The Main Rond
Board’s specifications set out that in gravel-
ling a road we had to take out a length of
3 chains and wg bad to put in 6in. x lin.
jarrah boards; we had to put the wravel
down on steel sheets and we had to roll with
a 3-ton roller with a horse team, after
spreading 3 inches of gravel. After doing
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that we eould put on another 3 inches. The
who'e thing was ridienlous, Taen Mr. Yin-
dale told us that in the future he was guing
to follow certain lines.  Despite that, we
find in last Sunday's paper that lhe Main
Roads Board culled for tenders un the -ame
old conditions,

Hon. G, Taylor: On the same conditions
as you have been referring to?

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes

The Minister for Mines: And you will
not coliect a shilling of the Commonwealth
money if you do not stick to those specifi-
cationy,

Mr. LINDSAY: Then how was it Mr.
Tindale could tell the Rcad Board Confer-
ence that these modifications had been made
and what course he proposed to adopt in
future. He agreed to do practically all that
the road boards wanted uim to do. They
wanted Commonwealth money spent on the
roads.

The Minister for Mines: I am not respon-
sible for what Mr. Tindale may say.

Mr. LINDSAY: Two ycars ago, when the
previous road board conference was held,
two members of a road board in my elee-
torate came to me and said that they had
been informed that if they went 10 the Main
Roads Board office they could get matters
fixed up. DPrior to that tenders had been
called and the board put one in at £7 per
chain. They were told that they could not
get the contract, Later these two road
board members, so they informed ine, were
told that if they went {o the Main Roads
Board office and agreed to do the work
under day labour conditinns, they would get
the contract. I advised the road board
members not to do anything of the sort, and
told them that the time would come when
they waonld get £1,000 and get vaine for
the expenditure of that money. I told them
that if they agreed {o the suggestion that had
been made to them, they wonld get £500
worth of work, and they would never get
anything in return for the other £5600. Soon
after that the Main Roads Board sent up
a gang to do the work and it ran out at
£13 17s. 6d. by day labour. When the
Christmas holidays came, 19 chains of the
road had nob been completed. It was rather
late in the year and the wheat carts eut up
the road. The Main Roads Board offered
the loeal board 25s. per c¢hain to recondition
the road, It cost all that to do work for
which the loecal board bad submitted a ten-
der at £7 per chain. There is no satisfac-
tion in this sort of thing for those who have



162

been working under the road deveiopment
grant for two years. When the road board
were asked to tender for the 19 chains that
were not finished, they again submitted a
tender st £7 per chain. In reply the Main
Roads Board said that the local board could
have the work for £6 10s. per chain, and
they did it. What I said proved true. If
£1,000 is allocated for a road, and the werk
is done by the local authorities, they wil!
get full value for the £1,000, whereas if
the work is given to the Government, the
district will get £500 worth of work and
nothing more,

Mr. Davy: That is exactly what you ean
expect.

Mr. LINDSAY: Of conse, it is. On the
other hand, when the Preaier gets up in this
House and gives a good reference to ihe
Main Roads Board, we are ineclined to be-
come a hit more critieal,

The Premier: I did not give the Main
Roads Board the reference that you 1ead out.

Hon. G. Taylor: Verv nearly so.

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. LINDSAY: That is what appeared
in the ‘"West Aunstralian.”

The Premier: Be fair! Yon cannot get
away from what appears in “Hansard.”

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We should bave
a Royal Commission.

The Minister for Mines: But the rozd
board conference turned down that proposal.

Mr. Davy: Why worry about the road
board conference, if we think there should
be a Royal Commission?

Mr. LINDSAY: On the oceasion of the
meeting of the road hoard conference, there
was also a vermin conference to deal with
the Vermin Aect Amendment Aet of 1925.
The motions tabled concerning the Vermin
Aect numbered 28, or nearly as many as had
been sent along in connection with the Main
Roads Board, T attended the conference
as a member of the advisory board under
the Vermin Aect. On the Opposition side
of the Honse we have been twifted with a
desire to repeal the Act. T have always
said that T would sooner have the Act that
is in existence than no Aet at all. T know
myv views do not eoincide with the wishes
of 90 wer cent. of the people T represent.
On the other hand, I believe we must
view this question from the staund-
point of the State as 2 whole. not from
the point of view of our own little villages.
For that reason I did not attend the con-
ference from a politieal standpoint. It
would have been easy for me to make po-
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litical eapital oui of it, but I went there as
a member of the Vermin Board, to fight for
the retention of that body and to secure some
contro] over the funds we have been frying
to administer. When the Minister for Lands
introduced the amending legislation, we tried
to make bim listen to reason. Even if the
Government ean blame a select committee for
the Main Roads Aet, they cannot blame any-
one but themselves for the provisions of the
Vermin Act Amendment Aect.

The Minister for Railways:
for the amending Act 7

Mr. Thomson: We did not ask for the
Act as you gave it to us.

Mr, LINDSAY: I was one who asked
for amending legislation. When I read
from the same file that the Minister had
read from—it referred to the conference at
which I had moved the resolutions—some
hon. member on the Government side of the
House said that I was ealling the Minister
for Lands a liar. I admit that we did ask
for amending legislation, but we did not ask
for what we got. The road board conference
asked for a tax of a farthing in the pound
and for the Government to subsidise the
administration of the Aect out of general
revenue. The Government did not agree
to do that.

The Minister for Mines:
eral revenne!

The Premier:
revenue!

Mr., LINDSAY: The Government were
concerned only with the saving of the gen-
eral revenue under the amending Act they
passed.

The Minister for Mines:
wiping it out?

Mr. LINDSAY: The Government can do
so if they like. After the last conference, I
am satisfled to let it go if the Government
wish to adopt that ecourse, If I were think-
ing merely of the interests of the agricul-
tural districts, I would advise the Govern-
menf to wipe it out. Bat I regard the mat-
ter from the standpoint of the State, as
a whole, and not as one affecting the agricul-
tural community alone. For that reason I
believe legislation of this description shonld
remain on the statute-book, but not the Aet
in its present form. I have had a great deal
of experience of this subject, and T have al-
ways recarded it, as far as possible, from
the standpoint of prolecting the wealth of
the State. It is only by the extermination

Who asked

Good old gen-

Of course, out of general

‘What about
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of the dingoes that the oufer country areas
can be settled. 1t is only by seecuring that
enl that the country ean produce more
stock and contribute to the general pros-
perity of the State. When the Government,
however, foreed through a measure that
amounted to nothirg but class legislation, o
make the agriculturalists pay nearly all the
money available in the vermin fund for the
destruetion of dingoes thousands of miles
away, it was not right. The agriculturist
should be asked to pay only hig fair propor-
tion. The Government should have levied &
tax upon the unimproved valuve of land, be-
cause the people in the metropolitan area
stand to gajn just as much as the people in
the agricultural areas. Earlier in my re-
marks T referred to certain figures and L
wish to give them to the House. The mem-
bers of the Vermin Board endeavoured to get
from the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation
information to show the amount ecollected
from the agrieultural and pastoral areas re-
spectively. We have not altogether suc-
ceeded, but I have a letter from the Com-
misstoner in which he has given some infor-
mation and has furnished us with particu-
lars of the assessed values for the year ended
the 30th June, 1927, It must be remem-
bered that the valuation of pastoral land
has been fixed for some years ahead, and
the valune of the agrienltural land has been
re-assessed and has inereased in value prae-
tically each year ab an average of about
£2,000,000. Acecording to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Taxation, the rate assessment
obn agricultural lands rvepresented £24,851
and the rate assessable on pastoral lands,
£9,052. It will be seen that the rate assess-
able on the agricultural lands is nearly two
and a half times as much as on the pastoral
lands. When it comes to a question of ex-
penditure, the figures are indeed interesting.
The number of dogs destroyed and paid for
at the rate of £2 per head during the last
financial year totalled 15,430, The number
of foxes destroyed and paid for {otalled
1,403, and the eagles 3,406. Dividing
those totals into the separate pastoral
and farming districts, we €ind that of
the dingoes, 4,125 were killed in the farming
areas and 11,325 in the pastoral areas;
1,235 foxes were killed in the farming areas
and 168 in the pastora! areas; 775 eagles
were captured in the farming areas and
2,631 in the pastoral areas. These figures
represent a total payvment for the vermin in
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the farming distriets of £10,914 und a pay-
ment in the pastoral areas totalling £23,644.

Mr. Griffiths: Just the reverse of the taza-
tion collection!

Mr, LINDSAY: That is-so. If there ta
any justice in an Act that allows that sort
of thing to be done, 1 eannot appreciate it.
A little while ago the Minister for Mines
Interjected “Good old general revenue”; the
Premier also interjected “Of course, out of
general revenue”” We have heen paying
tor dog sealps for years without any speeial
taxation. In the financial year 1924-25 we
paid for 5,910 dog sealps; for the financial
year 1925-26 the total dog scalps paid
for was 6,036; for the finaneial
year 1826-27, the total was 7,286. That
meant on an average a paymeni of £3,500
out of general revenue. On the other hand,
the Vermin Act Amendment Aect was on a
different basis and the Government have not
paid a penny. In other words, the general
revenue of the State has benefited to that
extent, with the result that the Premier can
show a correspouding benefit in the finaneial
staternent. For that reason I think the Gov-
ernment should meet us in some way regard-
ing the subsidy. The advisory board—it is
only an advisory board and has no adminis-
trative powers—earried certain resolutions,
all of which have not been agreed to. At the
conference to which I have referred, there
were several motions to the effect that the
road boards or vermin boards should be
allowed to destroy sealps. I am prepared
to say that 95 per cent. of the boards desired
that permission. It is quite easy to agree
to such a proposal, and I got on at the con-
ference nearly as well as Mr. Tindale @id
when 1 opposed that proposal. There is no
legislation to give the boards permission to
destroy the sealps, and I pointed out that
in future the whole of the sealps must be
destroyed at head office, and the Minister
wonld be called upon to withdraw the per-
mission given to certain boards. The Act
states that the sealps must be destroyed in
the presence of the chief inspeetor. Vet the
Minister, although not in aceordance with
the wishes of the vermin board, has given
permission to 14 different cenfres to destroy
scalps. We say that is likely to resnlt in our
having io pay for more scalps than is neces-
sary.

The Minister for Agrienlture: You do not
know that; you are only guessing.
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Mr. LINDSAY: I am not guessing about
the instance I shall quote, If the Minister
can tell me why be gave Northampton per-
mission {o destroy dog scalps, I should like
to know it.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Beeanse of
exceptional circumstanees.

Mr. LINDSAY: Because he was asked to
do so,

The Minister for Agricultore: No.

Mr. LINDSAY: What is the difference
between Northampton and Mullewa? Why
give Northampton permission and not Mul-
lewa? 1t the Minister sturts by giving per-
mission to a place like Northampton, which
iz on the railway line, where is he going to
stop? That is the point. The Mullewa dele-
gate stood up at the conference and called
me everything he could think of. He knew
that Northampton had permission and he
said not only that the vermin beard was ham-
pering operations, but that hig distriet could
not get any payment at all from the board.
When I told him we had paid Mullewa for
60 dog sealps, as against 18 at Northampion,
and for 101 fox sealps, that stopped his
tirade. We had very good reasons for adopt-
ing that attitude.

The Minister for Agriculture: Permission
is granted only in execeptional eircumstances.

Mr. LINDSAY : There are no exceptional
circumstanees to justify permission being
granted to the Northampton board. Almest
every road bonrd in the State wanted per-
mission and we say that permission should
not be granted. The conference agreed that
permission should not bhe granted. All that
we did was done to protect the farmers, I
am on the board to protect the people and
the funds. Doy scalps are worth £2 each;
they are eyuivalent to bank notes, and I de
not think we should put our frust in people
quite as much as that.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Independ-
ently of the advice of one of your board,
T refused.

Mr. LINDSAY: That was Mr. Paterson,
who agrees with me now. The reason we op-
posed the granting of permission to the road
boards was that we had information of what
was oceurritg in the other States. We are
paying out of the fund £2 for each scalp,
which is the highest amount paid out of any
Government fund in Australia. Yet South
Australia paid for 32,000 dog sealps in the
year before last, while last year we paid for

[ASSEMBLY.]

15,000. When members consider the area
of Sonth Australin as compared with that
of Western Australia, they will realise thai
ours is four times as large, and pastoralists
from South Australia have told us there are
more wild dogs here than in South Australia,
Yet that State is paying for mare than twiee
the number of dogs. The Minister knows
that when the South Australian Minister for
Agriculture visited Perth recently, he was
considerably worried over the discrepaney
in the figures, He knew that every Tom,
Dick and Harry could draw from the fund
if the destruction of the sealps were per-
mitted,

The Minister for Agrieulture: Do you say
that in this State every Tom, Dick and
Harry ¢an destroy them?

Mr, LINDSAY: No.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
know that any road board or vermin board
cannot destroy them?

Mr. LINDSAY : Yes.

The Minister for Agriculture: They can
be destroyed only by a vesident magistrate
or other person appointed.

Mr. LINDSAY : There is one centve where
they may be destroyed, namely, Hall's Creek,
and there we paid for 1,741 secalps, a matter
of over £3,500.

The Minister for Agriculture: Wlere the
advisory board counld not supervise the de-
struction of the scalps.

Mr, LINDSAY: I admit it would be diffi-
cult to do so in a place like Hall's Creck,
but at Northampton it s not difficalt. If
the Minister is going to give permission to
Northampton, then let him give i to every
road board in the State. I told the Road
Board Conference plainly that if it approved
of every board having permission to destroy
sealps, I would resign from the vernin
board, therenpon the motion was with-
drawn, and it was decided to request the
Government that all the zealps be destroyed
in Perth. Another remarkable fact is that
Queensland paid for over 40,000 dogs and
vet the adjoining State of New South Wales
paid for only 4,500, In New South Wales
the Pastoralists’ Protection Board iinds the
money and sees the scalps destroyed.
Queensland has an entirely different system.
I hope the Mimister will stand fast by the
Aect which provides that the scalps must be
destroyad in the presence of the Chief In-
specior. T do not think the Minister has
power to give boards permission. If he de-
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sires to give boards permission, he should
have the Act amended.

The Minister for Agrieulture: You are
quoting a regulation, not the Act.

Mr. LINDSAY: No, I am nof; Lhe Aect
says that the sealps must be destroyed in
the presence of the Chief Inspector,

The Minister for Agriculture: Or some-
one appointed by him.

Mr, LINDSAY: Yes, he could appoint
the Minister.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
no good.

Mr. LINDSAY: The road boards agreed
to a resolution suggesting what I helieve
is the only fair way of dealing with ver-
min and that is by the imposition of a tax
on the unimproved land values of the State.
1 have been told that such a tax is not pos-
gible. Yet it seems to be quite pos-
sible in other States of Australia. I
have a eopy of the Vietorian “Hansard”
of 1923. In that year the Government intro-
anred a Bill to deal with vermin and nox-
ious weeds. Later on, in the tax Bill, pro-
vision was made for a fax on unimproved
land values to provide funds for the pur-

That is

pose. In the Vietorian Assembly, there
was only one speaker, and that was
the Minister. Mr. Prendergast asked

whether the Bill was the same as that
whieh had been introduced in the previous
session and, on being told that it was, the
measnre was passed. The speech oceupied
only half a column of “Hansard.” The Bill
was then considered by the property owners
in the Upper House, and if there was any
injustice about if, one would assume that
opposition would be raised to it there. Cer-
tainly a few mewmbers spoke on it, but their
remarks occupied not more than four pages
of “Hansard” Only one member showed
any semblance of opposition and he was a
member of the Labour Party. He suggested
that the exemption shounld be intreased to
£500, but he did not move an amendment
to that effect and the Bill was passed by
the Upper House. I am prepared to say
there is considerably greater value in fhe
metropolitan area of Melbourne than in the
metropolitan area of Perth. Yet every man
who represented a metropolitan constitu-
ency in the Vietorian Parliament con-
sidered the Bill from a State point of view,
Members generally realised that the meas-
ure was in' the interests of the metropoli-
tan area as well as of the country and they
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supported it. I maintain that we should
adopt a similar course. If a tax to control
dogs is neecessary, and I believe it is very
necessary, it should be a tax on the un-
improved land values of the State. I have
one other matter to speak about and that
concerns the Minister for Railways. Our
production is rapidly increasing and the
quantity of goods earried by the railways
is cxpanding in much greater ratio than the
supply of trucks. In 1925 the Minister for
Railways, speaking in this House, said it
Lad been usual in the past to shift the whole
of the wheal harvest in three months of the
year, but that was not economical and in
future it was intended to spread the period
to the month of July. 1 agreed with him,
but stated by way of interjection that I
hoped he would not spread it too far, Last
season we had wheat on the wharf at Fre-
mantle when the new seasen’s grain was com-
ing in, and I believe the same thing will
happen this year.

The Minister for Railways: We eould bave
shifted the whole of it long ago, but those
responsible did not want it shifted.

AMr, LINDSAY : According to a Press re-
port, the Chamber of Commerce pointed out
that there was a great shortage of rajlway
trucks,

The Minister for Railways: Does not com-
mon sense tell you that if we could shift
350,000 bags a week in January, we could do
more than 150,000 bags in June? They will
not shift it; they do not want to shift it.

Mr. LINDSAY : If it is so easy to shift
large quantities of wheat to-day with the
stall increase in the number of trucks, the
railways must have been greatly overloaded
in the matter of trucks in years gonc by.
Since 1923-24 the increase in the number of
trucks has been 636. I understand they are
about 1d-fon trucks.

The Premier: Some are twice as large as
those we had before,

Mr. LINDSAY: Some of the old trucks
carried 20 tons, and I think the capacity of
most of the new ones is 14 tons.

The Minister for Railways: No, it is 14
tons for a single truck.

Mr. LINDSAY: Anyhow, the report of
the Commissioner of Railways, tabled in this
House, gives the number as 656 new trucks.
In that time the tonnage earried has in-
cereased from 3,023,000 to 3,697,000 tons and
the quantity of wheat oarried has inereased
from 511,000 to 950,000 tons. There is no
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doubt that of the 674,000 tons increase in
goods carried, wheat alone aeconnts for
44,000 tons. I believe the time occupied
in shifting the harvest has been axtended too
long. When wheat is carried in winter time,
a good deal of damage results. Further, if it
is correct, as reported in the Press, that the
Chamber of Commerce has asked for addi-
tional trucks, they have not been supplied.

The Minister for Railways: [t is not cor-
rect.

Mr, LINDSAY: Let me sound a note of
warning. I was through my electorate a
week ago and at almost every siding stacks
of wheat were being shifted. I understand
from the Minister that he would have been
able to supply inore trueks, but he was not
asked for them. On the other hand, it is
not in the interests of the industry that sueh
a large quantity of wheat should be shifted
after July.

The Minister for Railways: We have sup-
plied 3,000 tarpanlins beeanse those respon-
sible wanted to shift the wheat, and that is
more than there were in the service pre-
viously.

Mr. LINDSAY: They were very neces-
AATY.

The Minister for Railways: But the de-
partment did not have that number pre-
viounsly.

Mr. LINDSAY: Does the Minister waant
me to understand that there are sufficient
trucks and that the merchants wonld not use
them to have the wheat carted 9

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. LINDSAY: "Then the statement made
by the Chamber of Commerce was wrong.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. LINDSAY: If the quantity of wheat
carried has increased by 440,000 tons and
the number of trucks has been inereased by
only 6506, it represents a very small increase
on the 10,000 trueks that the department had
previously. I know that the efficiency of
the department has been increased and that
greater use is heing made of the trucks.

The Minister for Railways: A lot of im-
provements have heen made.

Mr. LINDSAY : I admit that quite a lot
of improvements have been made. Still, T
think that the time for shifting the wheat
has heen extended far too long.

The Minister for Railways: If we counld
carry 150,000 bags at the busiest time of the
year, surely we could carry more than
150,000 later on.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You have car-
ried all you have been asked to carry, have
you not?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. LINDSAY : Another subject that has
already been dealt with to-night is the manu-
facture of agricultural machipery. I wish
to refer to the State Implement Works.

My, Thomson: It is a pity the member for
Muwrray-Wellington is not in his seat at
present.

Mr, TLINDSAY: I wish to present some
information in a form different from that
given by the member for Katanning the

other night. It deals with the cost
of agricultural machinery, This is not
quite a tarifi mattedy 1 desire to

show one of the disabilities under which
farmers in this State suffer as com-
pared with those in the other States. I
dealt with this matter some time ago when
un attempt was made to establish a branch
of the MeKay works in Perth. 1 had not
the figures at the time, but am now in pos-
session of them. A MeKay stripper-har-
vester is sold in Melbourne for £17¢ eash,
but the price in Perth is £181, a difference
of £11 against the local farmers as com-
pared with the Victorian price. A 20-dise
drill in Melbourne costs £80, and in Perth
£88 10s. A eombine 16ft. x 33ft. in Mel-
bourne costs £76 and in Perth £88 10s. It
kas been said that this inerease is caused
through the freight. I have told the House
that some of it is, and some is not caused
by freight. It eannot be imagined that it
will cost £11 to bring a harvester over here
from Melhourne. Nor can it be said that
it would cost £11 10s. to freight a combine
over. The MceKay people have to build
their machines in Melbourne in order to see
that they are correctly made. They are then
partially taken down, packed in crates and
sent over here, where they are re-assembled.
We must all realise the wonderfu] expan-
sion that will take place in the wheat in-
dustry in Western Australia. T told Mr.
Sam MecKay in Melbourne that we shall
eventnally use more machinery in Western
Australia than is used in all the rest of
Australia put together. The new man has
to buy new plant and the older settler has
to replace his old plant: for that reason
my statement is correct. The trade unions
of Western Australia, when they refused
to meet Mr. McEay here on the ground
that he put forward, did an injustice not



[14 Avewst, 1928.]

only to themselves but to the local farmers
and the people of Western Australia. [
knew that the factory representative was
coming here, for I was in Melbourne just
hefore he arrived and Mr. Sam McKay told
me all about it. He tried to make an agree-
ment with the trade unions te give pay-
ment by results. No matter what agree-
ment the men made, wages could not be
reduced, they could only be increased. The
Avbitration Court award stands. The men
must get their weekly wage, and they could
get more provided they earned it. Mr. Sam
MeKay wanted the unions to make an
agrecment to pay these men by results, and
to do what he is doing in Melbourne, where
Ire is actually paying them 13 per cent.
above the .\rbitration Court award. It
would have been a good thing for Western
Australia and a good thing for the pro-
ducer, heeause we would not have had to
pay any more than 2% per cent. in excess
of Melbourne prices. Hon. members have
said we have to pay the freight. Of
course we have, but on what? Not on
machinery and space, not on the build-
ing in Melbourne and the re-baild-
ing here, but on iron and steel from
Newcastle at £2 10s. a ton, and the tim-
ber wherever we wanted to get if, prob-
ably our own local timber. I do not believe
it would have meant increasing the cost of
a harvester in Western Australia by £1, but
it would have meant employment in the
manufacturing indunstry in Western Aus-
tralia and the production of ouwr machinery
by Western Aunstralians, and the saving of
at least £10 on every machine fo the loeal
farmers.

Mr. Sleeman: Evidently you do not
favour the development of our present in-
dustries.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, I do. T have sev-
eral machines on my own farm. The manu-
facturers of agrieultural machinery in Aus-
tralia have done a lot for the farming in-
dustry. They bave frequently improved
their implements and made them wmore
efficient, so that the farmers can get more
work out of them. They have done that by
following the machinery into the paddock,
and by taking the practical knowledge of
the men who know their joh. They have
not merely built machines and shoved them
on the market and thereby got & bad name.
They have not puf out any machines with-
out first testing them and trying them out,
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and this is something the State Implement
Works have not done.

Mr. Sleeman: I thought you would lead
np to something like that.

Mr. LINDSAY: Some State implements
are suitable, and some are not, but gener-
ally speaking they have a bad name be-
cause 5o many of them are unsuitable.
Members talk about water supplies. Some-
one said to-night, ‘*Why do you not put
up the matter fo Earle Page?’ I am put-
ting it up to Dr. Earle Page to-morrow,
but I am giving the matter to the House
lirst, T often ask for things in this House,
but I never get them. That does not mean
T do not intend to ask for them again.

The Minister for Railways: You put up
a paet last time.

Mr. LINDSAY: 1T suppose I will have
to take the responsibility of part of it. It
does not matter. I get the blame for a lot
of things that others do. We are about to
open up a large area of agrienliural land
that will require water supplies. A great
many pipes will have to be bought in fut-
ure, Quite recently the Federal Govern-
ment put a 40 per cent. duty on tubular
pipes under 3 inches, although this will
not take effect until next year. I have
some figures to show what the cost will be,
provided the Barbalin water scheme in my
electorate has to pay this duty of 40 per
cent. It means that every thousand acres
of land served by the scheme will pay an
extra £8 11s. a yvear as rates. That is whak
this duty will do to the people.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
not put that to your own organisation?
You control the Federal Government. Mr.
Padbury boasted at Geraldton that the
Conntry Party had half the power in the
Federal Parliament.

Hon. G. Taylor: Hence the high freights.

Mr. LINDSAY: I asked the Minister
for Railways some questions a little while
ago dealing with implements, and the Min-
ister gave me his answer. T asked the ques-
tions, because two of my road boards, one
he knows well, gave me the information on
which I was able to base them, The infor-
mation was that loca! men who had applied
for work on a railway regrading job had
been told that they would have to sign up
at the Perth Labour Burean before they
could get a job. I sent the replies to the
local paper in my distriet, and they were

_ published. I have been in the district since
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then. 1 have met men I have known for
years, who are still out of werk. The or-
ganiser of the A.W.,U,, accompanied by an
official of the Labour Bureaun, went through
my district after these questions had been
asked. They were together, The organiser
of the AW.U. collected some subseriptions
from these men, but they have not yet ob-
tained any work., The article from which
I will guote extracts shows that certain men
were collected at the Labour Burean and sent
up to clear some roads north of Beneubbin.
The road board secretary, the postmaster,
and other people, have taken unemployed
out 40 miles, jgnd these men have
camped there for a week but failed to
get a job, although fresh men have
come up from the Labour Bureau in Perth
and got work. One night coming from Kun-
unoppin I met the man who wrote this article,
and he was with three men who came up
and speoke to me. These were the men who
had been looking for work on the railway re-
grading and could not get it. I was told
by the Minister for Railways that men eounld
register at any loeal labonr bureau. That
may be so but registration does not mean
that a man will get a job. The Minister
said the policy of the Government was fo
pick up the men at the country bureaus,
and not to bring them to Perth. There is an
office at KRununoppin at the Agricuitural
Bank where men ean be picked np. These
men looked for a job there, but were told
by the officials they had no power to engage
them on the railway, although that line passes
the door. Those four men met the A.W.U.
organiser and bought union tickets from
bim, but they have not yet got a job. In
the “West Australian” of 31st July the Pre-
mier warned people against coming into tha
city to look for work, The paper goes on
to say that men are still coming to Perth
looking for work, because they cannot get =
job without z union ticket.

The Premier: Then they had better stay
in Perth to look for work.

Mr. LINDSAY: Why do not the Govern-
ment allow these men who have lived there
for years to get a job in their own districts?

The Minister for Railways: And so they
do.

Mr, LINDSAY: Only a few men are ever
picked up. Gangs of men have come up
from Perth and been given jobs in the coun-
try. I do know a few local men who have

[ASSEMBLY.)

been picked up on the job, I know the man
who wrote the newspaper article from which
I intend to quote. I know that he is speak-
ing the truth, and will vouch for the acewr-
acy of his statement.

Mr. Kenneally: Cannot it be taken as
read?

Mr, LINDSAY: From the point of view
of the hon. member, possibly it can. I am
going to say somcthing about the A W.IL.
and the Government Labour Burean. I know
that the hon, member particularly

Mr, SPEAKER: Ovder!

Mr. LINDSAY: I know that members
opposite will not agree with me, but that
does not affect my intentions. I am here to
put forward my own view. I do not agree
with some of the things that have been done
in this connection. The article says—

At least four men, since the visit of Messrs.
Tankard and Smith to Kununoppin

These two men are joined together in this
article. One happened to be an official of
the Labour Bureau and the other an organ-
iser for the A.W.U. They both travelled
threugh my electorate together after I had
asked these questions. 1 do not know what
job the Lubour Burean man had, but I do
know the job of the A.W.U. man was to sell
union tickets. The article eontinues—

have bought union tieckets which they could
ill afford, believing that Mr. Tankard’s state-
ment, that unioniats would be given first pre-
ference, was fact. They have sinece applied
for emplovment on the gangs and have re-
ceived the stereotyped anmswer, ‘‘All labour
must be engaged in Perth,’’ ,

The Minister for Mines: I do not believe
they were told that:

Mr. LINDSAY: I say they were,

The Minister for Mines: You produece the
man who told them.

Mr. Kenneally: The newspaper says it;
it must be frue.

Mr, LINDSAY : Am I to bring these men
from Kununoppin? If the Minister will go
to Kununoppin, I will {ake 50 men to see
him.

The Minister for Mines: I am not dis-
puting your word that these men were told
that, but who is the official who would tell
them that they must come to Perth in order
to get a job?

Mr. LINDSAY: The officer who engages
men for the lines. The Trayning Road
Board requested me fo ask these guestions.
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The Minister for Mines: If it eounld be
proved that he is in my department, he would
be out the pext day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, he would
not.

The Minister for Mines: He would not
be kept on [ive minutes.

My, LINDSAY: These three men I am
talking about bought union tickets from the
organiser in Kununoppin not much wmore
than a week ago. They told me all about
this. I also met the man who wrote the
article. I was with him at the time. The
position is as I have stated it, and it 1s
well known in the distriet.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is rather
remarkable seeing that Tankard was endeav-
ouring to get country men jobs in the coun-
try.

Mr. LINDSAY: He was trying fo keep
his own job by selling them union tickets.

The Minister for Railways: That is all
very well,

The Minister for Agriculture: He was try-
ing to get them work.

Mr. LINDSAY: These four men all
bought union tickets, but they have not yet
got a job.

The Minister for Agrienlture: He was
anxious to get the proper gquota of country
jobs for the local people.

My, LINDSAY: The article continues—

They are now worse off than before by the
price of a union ticket each.

The Premier: Who cares what a country
rag like that says?

My, LINDSAY: The newspaper article
continnes—

Members of the Timber Workers? Union at
Jardee were much exercised last week beeause

a machinery breakdown was depriving them
of the right to live,

The Minister for Lands: You are one
of the owners of that newspaper. You stanl
behind it.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Minister does find
out a lot of things,

The Premier: What does anyone care
about propaganda of that sort in a country
newspaper?

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not responsible for
the article, but I am prepared to make this
statement outside the Hounse, and prove ir.
The article says, too— :

We are treated to the spectacle of an AW.U.
official touring the country sorting out those

- to become unionists.
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of the unemployed in possession of union tick-
ets. Are they to get the first chance?

The Minister makes thie insinuation, “You
are part-owner of the paper.” What does
he mean by that?

The Premier: The hon, member quotes that
paper as if it were the Bible,

Mr. LINDSAY: If T were in Heaven I
would quote the Bible. I happened to be in
the place where these things happened, and
s0 I quote this paper. Why should I quote
the Geraldton newspaper or a Labour daily?
My quotations are from the journal pub-
lished in the distriet where these men live.

Mr. J. H. S8mith: That sort of thing ap-
plies not only in your distriet, but also in
the South-West.

Mr, LINDSAY : I asked certain questions.
Before I asked them, this newspaper pub-
lished an avticle, with which I did not deal,
The Wyalcatechem and Trayning Road
Boards wrote to me on the subject, and thers-
fore I put certain questions. I showed the
letters to the Leader of the Opposition, I
sent copies of the questions to the road
hoards, and they published them in the
Press. Binece then the writer of this artiele
has made further inquiries, of which the re-
sult is this article. There is something more
behind it than getting a job in the Govern-
ment. Men who have been working in that
distriet and are now ount of work find, when
there happens to be a local government job
going, that they have to join the union be-
forc they can obtain employment; and onece
tkey join the union, they are kept track of,
\What does it mean? That gradually the
farm workers are becoming members of the
A W.U., The time is approaching, and even
near, when the farmers of this State may
expect to receive a rural workers’ log. My
ohjection is this: we are taxpayers of this
State, as well as hon. members opposite;
and we represent people who pay the revenue
of the State, as well as hon. members op-
posite. The men I refer to are being forced
Government cars are
even provided for A.-W.U. and Labour Bur-
can representatives to travel round the dis-
tricts.

The Minister for Railways: Oh!

Mr. LINDSAY: The Government sent this
man up to my district in & motor car.

The Minister for Railways: Who?

Mr. LINDSAY: Well, the Labour Bur-
cau. Messrs. Tankard and Smith came there.
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The Minister for Railways: That was th
AW.U. official’s motor,

Mr. LINDSAY: One of these men is an
AW.U. official, and the other is a Labour
" Bureau official. The Labour Bureau official
should nof have been there.

The Premier: The object of that offieial
was fo try and esfablish branches of the
Labour Bureau in country districts to meet
the situation which has been mentioned.

The Minister for Mines: He was sent there
for thai very purpose.

Mz, LINDSAY : If he established a branch
of the Labour Bureau at Kununoppin, the
result is that not a man has been engaged
there. I admii that in the district I see a
great number of Southern Europeans.

The Minister for Mines: 1 bef you saw
a few in work,

Mr; LINDSAY : It is peculiar that I saw
very few in work, the reason being, T think,
that the district is newly settled, and settied
mostly by Agricultural Bank clients, whiist
the Minister’s policy is to refuse to allow
Agricultural Bank money to be paid as wages
to Southern Europeans. 1 believe the South-
ern Buropeans are camped there in the hope
of getting work in future. Eventually there
may be serious dilliculties to contend with
as regards those Southern Europeans. [f
we do not like to have them in the country
and will not allow them to work here, we
should repatriate them to their own country.

The Premier: It is not the responsibility
of this Government to look after foreigmers.

My, LINDSAY : T have dealt with various
subjects this evening, but I have not dealt
with any of the customary small rvequests
from my electorate. My hope, notwithstand-
ing that omission, js that Ministers will in
future agree, as they have always agreed
in the past, to certain requests submitted
by me, T expect to put up quite a number
of them presently. My position is that of
representative of the largest agrieultural
electorate in the State, in which there is
more new settlement going on than in any
other portion of Western Australia. In dis-
enssing the 3,500 farms scheme and new rail-
ways, members are apt to forget that there
is country north of Southern Cross as well
as south.

The Premier: There are some bad roads in
vour electorate, too.

Mr. LINDSAY : Yes. Probably more than
500 of the 3,500 farms are situated in my
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electorate. Three years ago I gave the House
some figares as to the production of the
Toodyay electorate, showing that it produced
a quarter of the wheat grown in Western
Australia, The quantity then was 5,000,000
bushels. T lave obtaived the corresponding
figures for the year just closed, and they
show that Toodyay for that year produced
8,600,000 bushels of wheat, in addition 1o
other commodities, Therefore I am com-
pelied to throw myself on the mercy of the
Government. I come to them with so many
requests because I have g much greater pro-
portion of the State to represent than have
many ofher members, I understand it is the
Government’s intention to bring down a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. I hope that the
measure will be on just lines, and that be-
fore it is debated an attempt will be made
to get people in ountlying couniry distriets
on the rolls.

On motion by Mr. Chesson, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.m.

Acegislative Council,
Wednesday, 15tk August, 1928,

PigE

Leave ol absence .. it
Bills: Navigation Act Amendment, 1R. ... w171
Peatling Act Amendment, 1R. ... e 171
Whallng, 1n. . 171
Address-in-Reply, sixth day ... e 17

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.,, and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom
{North) on the ground of ill-health.



